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TOSTCA  -R  2>    COMTE  Tl  TIO  JV. 

Home  subscribers  and  others  in  Europe  are  requested  to 
return  the  Diary  postcards  to  us  as  early  as  possible,  and  not 
later  than  January  5,  1907. 

IJVSETS  A  NT>  THICK-LISTS'. 

The  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be  pub- 
lished on  Saturday,  January  26,  1907,  and  the  publisher  invites 
application  for  particulars  regarding  the  insertion  of  circulars 
and  price-lists  in  it  as  insets.  Advertisers  are  particularly 
requested  to  note  that  the  title  of  the  number  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  that  winter  goods  only  should  be  advertised  in  it, 
although  such  advertisements  would  be  quite  seasonable,  as 
by  the  time  the  number  reaches  our  readers  in  South  Africa, 
Australia,  and  other  parts  south  of  the  line,  they  will  be 
ordering  goods  for  the  autumn  and  winter  seasons.  The  main 
ifact  to  bear  in  mind  is  that  the  circulation  of  the  C.  &  D.  is  so 
universal  that  advertising  in  it  is  never  out  of  season,  and  the 
Winter  Number  especially  appeals  to  manufacturers  and 
wholesalers,  as  it  is  a  Buyers'  Number  in  excelsis.  The  pub- 
lisher will  be  glad  to  give  full  particulars  about  insets  to  any 
who  write  to  hinu  '  > 


Summary. 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  the  week.  Seealso  "  Contents "  in  the  fi 
column.   

This -number  completes  our  sixty-ninth  volume,  an  index  to 
which  is  inserted  between  pp..  974"  and  975. 


The  N.S.W.  Pharmacy  Board  needs  money  (p.  974). 
A  note  re  "  Standard  "  tablet  prices  appears  on  p.  964. 

The  Chemist's  Window  depicted  this  week  is  one  in  Sydney, 
N.S.W.  (p.  964). 

The  Chinese  Government's  latest  proposals  re  India*) 
opium  are  noted  on  p.  973. 

Iceland's  First  Pharmacopoeia  was  published  600  years  ago, 
and  we  give  some  interesting  facts  about  it  on  p.  969. 

Pure  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen  is  a  desideratum  which  is 
provided  in  a  paper  communicated  to  the  Chemical  Society 
(p.  972). 

Candidates  for  the  January  pharmaceutical  examinations, 
will  find  several  accounts  of  the  Minor  in  the  Coloured  Supple- 
ment to  this  issue. 

The  week  is  almost  a  blank  so  far  as  business  in  Mincing 
Lane  is  concerned,  so  that  in  almost  all  instances  last  week's 
prices  hold  good  (p.  978). 

Portraits  of  the  four  partners  of  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  & 
Sons,  who  are  sons  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Maw,  are  printed 
on  p.  971,  in  connection  with  the  centenary  of  the  firm. 

The  text  of  the  French  Budget  Bill,  as  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  stamping  of  pharmaceutical  specialities,  is  communicated 
by  our  French  correspondent.  The  Bill  has  passed  the  first 
reading  (p.  959). 

Tincture  of  Iodine  has  brought  three  chemists  into  court 
at  the  Isle  of  Wight.  In  two  cases  the  tinctures  were  too 
strong,  in  the  third  it  was  weak.  Fines  were  imposed  in  all 
the  cases  (p.  962). 

A  Large  Consignment  of  essence  of  beef  in  tins,  consisting 
of  surplus  war  stores  from  South  Africa,  has  been  con- 
demned by  the  Local  Government  Board  because  the  essence 
was  contaminated  with  tin  (p.  968). 

In  reviewing  the  year  1906  we  confine  our  remarks  on 
pharmacv  to  the  experiences  and  lessons  of  the  attempts  at 
legislation  in  Great  Britain  (p.  966).  The  drug-trade  is  fully 
reviewed  in  a  special  article  on  p.  975. 

A  Drug-store  Proprietor  at  Hulme  and  a  chemists'  assist- 
ant at  Manchester  have  been  fined  under  Section  15  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  the  former  for  keeping  open  shop  and  using 
the  title,  and  the  latter  for  selling  a  poison  (p.  962). 

Parliament  finished  last  week  the  labours  of  its  first 
Session.  Among  the  items  in  our  Westminster  Wisdom 
page  is  the  text  of  the  Apothecaries  Act  Amendment  Bill,  of 
which  we  have  previously  published  a  synopsis  (p.  970).  ! 

An  interesting  correspondence  on  the  use  of  trypsin  in 
cancer  is  epitomised  on  p.  969.  It  does  not  carry  the  matter 
further  than  the  point  which  was  reached  in  our  Winter 
Number  (January  1906)  and  several  subsequent  issues. 

The  mixture  of  salts  sent  out  under  the  Corner  for  Stu- 
dents on  November  28  consisted  of  magnesium  sulphate, 
potassium  chlorate,  and  sodium  chloride.  The  nrizes  go 
to  Mr.  A.  F.  Wakelin,  Sutton  Coldfield,  and  Mr.  Edgar 
Hill,  Bradford  (p.  956). 

The  New  Zealand  Proposals  respecting  the  labelling  of 
proprietary  articles  were  abandoned  by  the  Colonial  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  clause  referring  to  the  use  of  the  Post  Office 
for  distributing  printed  matter  relating  to  sexual  remedies 
is  the  only  one  relating  to  medicines  which  was  enacted 
(p.  960).  'j 

The  Glasgow  Pharmaceutical  Association  is  the  only  pro- 
vincial Chemists'  Association'  which  has  met  since  our  last 
issue,  and  its  proceedings,  as  reported  in  this  issue,  were  of  a 
practical  nature.  We  give  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Bilson,  the  new 
President  of  the  Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association 
(p.  972). 

"  Somerset  House  is  years  behind  the  times  in  literature." 
said  Dr.  Lewkowitsch.  in  giving  evidence  for  the  defence  in 
a  case  of  alleged  adulteration  of  lard.  The  Government 
chemists  agreed  with  the  public  analyst  that  the  lard  con- 
tained beef  or  mutton  fat,  but  Dr.  Lewkowitsch  said  it  did* 
not.    The  summons  was  dismissed  (p.  962). 
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Corner  for  Stuoents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Editor  of  "The  Chemist  and  Drug-gist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication.  The 
reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not  to  be 
dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  will  comprise  acids  and  inorganic  bases  occur- 
ring in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  to  be  submitted 
to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents 
are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  sub- 
stances detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of 
salts  (accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope, 
not  a  stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday, 
January  1,  and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following 
ing  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
January  12.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  con- 
stituents detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as 
an  accidental  impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  | 
essential  constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Special  Note.— The  analysis  announced  above  forms  the 
third  exercise  in  the  analytical  tournament  for  the  current 
winter  session.  The  usual  monthly  first  and  second  prizes 
in  this  series  of  analyses  will  be  awarded  only  to  apprentices 
or  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  the  Qualifying  examina- 
tion of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  or  of 
Ireland,  which  fact  must  be  attested  on  their  reports. 
Students  who  adopt  a  nom  de  plume  must  adhere  to  it 
throughout  the  tournament. 

Reports. 

The  powder  distributed  to  students  on  November  28 
contained  1  part  by  weight  of  crystallised  magnesium 
sulphate,  1  part  of  potassium  chlorate,  and  8  parts  of 
sodium  chloride.  The  calculated  composition  of  such  a 
mixture  is  : 

  1.0 

  3.2 

 31.5 
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The  powder  also  contained,  as  impurity,  a  trace  of  zinc, 
amounting  to  about  0.2  per  cent. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  seventy-seven 
students,  and  thirty-four  reports  were  sent  in  for  examina- 
tion. All  of  our  correspondents  succeeded  in  detecting  the 
sodium  and  the  hydrochloric  radical.  The  failures  in  the 
detection  of  the  other  constituents  of  the  powder  were  : 
(a)  Metallic  radicals:  Magnesium,  2;  potassium,  8.  (b) 
Acid  radicals  :  Sulphuric,  2 ;  chloric,  15.  Only  three 
students  detected  the  presence  of  the  small  quantity  of  zinc. 

The  metallic  radicals  of  this  month's  exercise  were  the 
same  as  those  in  last  month's  analysis,  but  with  a  complete 
change  of  acid  radicals,  and  the  matter  of  their  detection 
calls  for  little  comment.  Some  students  followed  with 
success  the  advice  given  last  month  as  to  the  way  to  make 
the  hydrochloroplatinic-acid  test  for  potassium  a  really  deli- 


cate one,  but  the  proportion  of  failures  to  detect  potassium 
remains  almost  unchanged.  The  small  quantity  of  zinc 
present  was  very  generally  overlooked,  but  one  or  two 
students  got  indications  which  might  have  led  them  to  its 
detection  had  they  followed  them  up. 

The  chief  difficulties  of  this  month's  exercise  were  con- 
nected with  the  acid  radicals.  The  greatly  preponderating 
quantity  of  sodium  chloride  present  interfered  seriously 
with  the  characteristic  chlorate  reaction  with  concentrated 
sulphuric  acid,  the  chlorine  peroxide  liberated  being  so 
largely  diluted  with  hydrochloric-acid  gas  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  bring  about  an  explosion  due  to  the  heating  of  the 
former  gas.  Still,  the  production,  when  the  powder  was 
heated  with  sulphuric  acid,  of  a  yellow  mixture  which  gave 
off  a  yellowish  gas,  led  a  good  many  students  to  suspect  a 
chlorate  and  to  apply  tests  which  conclusively  proved  its 
presence. 

The  presence  of  the  chlorate  interfered  with  the  "  ring  " 
test  for  a  nitrate,  the  chlorine  peroxide  liberated  on  the 
addition  of  sulphuric  acid  yielding  a  "  ring  "  which  closely 
resembled  that  formed  when  a  small  quantity  of  a  nitrate 
is  present.  Here,  again,  a  number  of  students  who  had 
detected  the  chlorate  perceived  the  difficulty  and  took  steps 
— in  many  cases  successfully — to  get  round  it. 

Several  students  reported  the  presence  of  a  hypochlorite, 
because  the  powder  gave  off  some  chlorine  when  heated  with 
dilute  hydrochloric  acid.  The  gas  given  off  was  really  the 
mixture  of  chlorine  and  chlorine  peroxide  which  is  yielded 
by  chlorates  when  treated  with  hydrochloric  acid,  and  the 
behaviour  of  the  original  solution  on  the  addition  of,  say, 
manganous  chloride  would  have  proved  the  absence  of  a 
hypochlorite. 

When  the  original  aqueous  solution  was  treated  with 
dilute  hydrochloric  acid  and  then  with  hydrogen  sulphide, 
a  precipitate  of  sulphur  was  produced  in  consequence  of 
the  oxidation  of  the  hydrogen  sulphide.  Many  students 
reported  "no  precipitate"  at  this  stage.  No  doubt  they 
meant  that  no  precipitate  of  sulphides  was  produced,  but  it 
is  most  desirable  to  adhere  to  accuracy  of  description  and  not 
to  say  "no  precipitate"  when  a  very  palpable  precipitate 
is  obtained. 

One  or  two  students  availed  themselves  of  a  device  on 
this  occasion  which  is  worthy  of  a  wider  adoption.  Having 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  powder  contained  much 
sodium  chloride  mixed  with  potassium  chlorate  in  small 
quantity,  they  made  mixtures  for  themselves  in  imitation 
of  it  and  then  proceeded  to  test  the  resemblances  of  the  two 
mixtures  when  treated  with  various  reagents.  This  pro- 
cedure was  highly  instructive  and  quite  successful. 

Phizes. 

The  fir.'t  prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
A.  F.  Wakelin,  The  Cedars,  Maney,  Sutton  Coldfield. 

The  second  prize  has  been  awarded  to 

Edgar  Hill,  51  Carlisle  Terrace,  Bradford,  Yorks. 

First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a 
price  not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a 
first  prize.  ■ 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books 
they  select. 

Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 

1.  Correspondents  who  are  unqualified  :  ., 

A.  F.  Wakelin  (1st  prize)  97  1  S.  N.  N.  ...       ...  •    ...  93 

Edgar  Hill  (2nd  prize)...  ,96    A.  D.  N   92 

V.  L.  B.  ...       ...       ...  95  !  Esprit  de  Corps  ....     ...  92, 

Norseman    94    Sintram     ... ";    92 
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Ajax 

Staccato  .. 
G.  F.  H.  C. 
Mendipite 
Gentian 
Strychnine 
J.  E.  B.  .. 


Kaolin 
H.  S.  B. 
Reldas 
Domino 
W.  K. 
78  I  J.  P.  S. 
77  |  Q.  M.  PI. 


91 
89 
88 
82 
78 


...      ...  76 

  73 

  72 

...  66 

...  65 

  64 

  63 

who  have,  not 


2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified, 
indicated  that  they  are  unqualified. 

Boiling-point    95  I  Merrick   69 

J.  Cook    75  |  Micros    85 

Helleborus    69  j  Novice    62 

Imus    78  \  Tamot       ...       ...       ...  96 

Interlaken    77  '  W.  J.  M   60 

Menai    66    W.  P.  P   89 

To  Correspondents. 
A.  F.  Wakelin. — We  were  not  able  to  confirm  the  presence 
of  the  trace  of  calcium  reported  by  you  and  one  or  two 
others,  and  we  think  it  must  have  been  an  impurity  in  tap- 
water  used  to  prepare  the  original  solution  of  the  powder. 
Read  also  the  reply  immediately  following. 

V.  L.  B.— Some  confirmatory  test  for  zinc  should  have  been 
applied.  The  most  certain  one  to  use,  in  order  to  place  the 
presence  of  zinc  beyond  doubt  was  the  film-test;  a  metallic 
film  being  obtainable  from  the  ammonium-sulphide  precipi- 
tate after  dissolving  this,  on  the  filter-paper,  in  dilute  nitric 
acid  and  evaporating  the  resulting  solution  of  zinc-nitrate 
to  dryness. 

S.  N.  N. — A  confirmatory  test  for  a  chlorate  would  have 
been  a  valuable  addition  to  your  report.  After  the  removal 
of  the  chloride  by  adding  excess  of  silver  nitrate  and  filtering, 
the  chlorate  might  have  been  reduced  to  chloride  by  means 
of  sulphurous  acid,  when  a  further  precipitate  of  silver 
chloride  would  have  been  obtained. 

Ajax.— Read  the  reply  to  A.  F.  Wakelin. 

Staccato  and  G.  F.  H.  C. — The  reaction  which  you  sup- 
posed to  indicate  the  presence  of  a  nitrate  was  really  due  to 
the  presence  of  the  chlorate. 

Mendipite. — Had  you  applied  some  other  test  for  potas- 
sium besides  the  flame-test — and  several  good  tests  are  avail- 
able— it  is  more  than  likely  that  you  would  have  detected  its 
presence.    The  presence  of  zinc  ought  to  have  been  confirmed. 

Gentian. — When  you  added  ammonium  chloride  and  am- 
monia to  the  portion  of  the  original  solution  to  which  you 
had  already  added  hydrogen  sulphide,  ammonium  sulphide 
was  produced,  and  this  yielded  a  white  precipitate  of  zinc 
sulphide,  which  you  supposed  to  be  due  to  aluminium.  On 
your  subsequently  adding  ammonium  sulphide,  no  further 
precipitate  was  formed,  and  you  supposed  this  to  prove  the 
absence  of  zinc.  You  should  look  up  and  carefully  note  the 
behaviour  of  aluminium  and  zinc  solutions  towards  these 
important  reagents.  It  is  not  clear  what  you  mean  by  return- 
ing both  "chlorine"  and  "chloride"  in  the  summary  of 
acid  radicals  found. 

Kaolin  and  Menal. — Had  magnesium  and  the  phosphoric 
radical  been  present,  as  you  report,  the  powder  would  not 
have  been  entirely  soluble  in  water,  yielding  a  neutral  solu- 
tion. 

H.  S.  B.  and  J.  R.  S. — The  gaseous  mixture  evolved  when 
the  powder  was  warmed  with  sulphuric  acid  consisted  of 
chlorine,  chlorine  peroxide,  and  hydrochloric  acid,  and  it 
could  not  turn  lime-water  milky. 

Reldas,  J.  Cook,  and  Others. — In  testing  for  the  sulphuric 
radical  by  means  of  barium  nitrate,  the  mixed  solution  should 
be  allowed  to  stand  for  at  least  five  minutes  before  concluding 
that  no  precipitate  is  going  to  separate.  The  sulphuric 
radical  was  much  more  than  a  trace  in  the  present  instance. 

Boiling-point. — Potassium  chlorate  does  not  yield  any 
chlorine  when  heated  alone :  oxygen  only  is  evolved.  Note 
that  the  precipitation  of  ammonium-magnesium  phosphate  is 
retarded,  not  accelerated,  by  heating. 

Helleborus.— You  tested  for  the  sulphuric  radical  in  a 
solution  to  which  you  had  previously  added  sulphuric  acid — 
and  found  it  ! 

Imus. — Note  that  the  well-known  solvent  is  carbon  disul- 
phide  or  bisulphide — not  disulphate. 

Merrick. — We  do  not  understand  how  you  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  iron  was  present  in  the  powder  in  quantity, 
as  we  found  that  only  a  minute  trace-  was  present. 

Novice.— The  fact  that  a  silver  salt,  insoluble  in  nitric  acid, 
dissolves  in  ammonia  does  not  prove  that  it  is  not  silver 
bromide.  Carnot's  test  for  potassium  was  printed  in  the 
C.  &  D.  for  November  30,  1901  (vol.  lix.,  p.  862).  If  you 
cannot  get  access  to  it,  we  may  reprint  it  at  an  early  date. 

W.  J.  M— Sulphuric  acid  must  not  be  employed  for  testing 
the  solubility  of  a  precipitated  barium  gait,  as  this  ensures 
the  formation  of  insoluble  barium  sulphate.   It  is  unfortunate 


that  you  did  not  seek  for  some  explanation  of  the  yellowish 
colour  you  noticed  on  treating  the  powder  with  concentrated 
sulphuric  acid. 

W.  P.  P. — It  may  sometimes  be  of  importance  to  remember 
that  carbon  bisulphide  dissolves  out  chlorine  from  its  solu- 
tion in  water,  and  yields  a  distinctly  yellowish-coloured 
solution. 


Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Mrs.  Betsy  Schofield  (65),  of  Hey  wood,  died  after  drink- 
ing liquid  ammonia  in  mistake  for  an  influenza-mixture.- — 
Mary  Jane  Wiggins,  of  Twickenham,  poisoned  herself  with 
carbolic  acid. 

The  premises  of  Boots,  cash  chemists,  Belvoir  Street, 
Leicester,  were  on  December  22  the  scene  of  an  outbreak  of 
fire,  which  occurred  near  the  store-room.  The  damage  done 
was  not  extensive. 

A  man  named  George  Rhodes,  living  at  Northfleet,  was 
remanded  by  the  Chatham  Magistrates  on  December  21 
on  a  charge  of  attempting  to  poison  his  wife  by  giving  her 
white  precipitate  in  her  food. 

Mr.  Duddell's  lectures  at  the  Royal  Institution  on  "Sig- 
nalling to  a  Distance,  from  Primitive  Man  to  Radiotele- 
graphy,"  are  being  continued  on  January  1,  3,  5,  and  8. 
The  lecture-hour  is  three  o'clock. 

Analysts'  Reports. 

In  Stoke  Newington  one  sample  of  liquorice-powder  has 
been  analysed,  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  public  analyst  of  Wandsworth  Borough  reports 
that  during  the  past  fortnight  he  examined  two  samples  of 
mercurial  ointment,  one  of  lime-water,  and  one  of  Blaud's 
pills.  One  sample  of  the  mercurial  ointment  was  deficient 
to  the  extent  of  64  per  cent,  of  mercury,  and  the  attention 
of  the  vendor  is  to  be  called  to  the  matter.  The  other 
samples  were  genuine. 

Contracts. 

The  Hull  Board  of  Guardians  have  appointed  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Hessle  Road,  Hull,  as  druggist  to  the  Workhouse  for  six 
months. 

The  Reading  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Messrs.  Bradley  &  Bliss,  chemists  and  druggists,  King's 
Road,  Reading,  for  the  supply  of  drugs  for  a  year. 

The  Minster  (Thanet)  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted 
the  tender  of  Messrs.  George  Mence  Smith,  Ltd.,  for  the 
supply  of  Jeyes'  fluid  disinfectant,  at  4s.  per  gallon. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King,  81  Bishops- 
gate  Street  Without,  London,  E.C.,  for  the  supply  of  drugs. 
A  Protest. 

In  reporting  the  Pharmacy  Act  case  at  Hull  on  Decem- 
ber 14,  in  which  a  herbalist  was  fined  for  selling  laudanum 
(C.  &  D.,  December  22,  p.  922),  a  local  paper  fell  into  the 
usual  error  of  describing  the  defendant  as  a  chemist. 
Against  this  protests  were  lodged  by  Mr.  Walter  Staning, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Hull  and  District  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, and  by  Mr.  A.  Richardson,  Divisional  Secretary  for 
West  Hull,  who  pointed  out  that  defendant  is  not  a  regis- 
tered chemist. 

Social  and  Smoker. 

The  usual  ante-Christmas  social  evening  and  concert  of 
the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  was  "held  at  73  New- 
man Street,  London,  W.,  on  December  20.  Mr.  Curtis,  in 
the  chair,  presided  over  a  seasonably  jovial  gathering  of 
about  thirty  of  the  members  and  their  friends.  Messrs. 
Bullock,  Gellatt,  Jamieson,  Jamieson,  jun.,  Northey, 
Latreille,  Morris,  Donally,  and  Crossley-Holland  contri- 
buted to  the  success  of  the  evening.  The  gathering  con- 
tributed 20s.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

Is  Rose-water  a  Perfume  ? 

The  Northampton  Board  of  Guardians  on  December  20 
discussed  the  question  as  to  whether  rose-water  was  a  drug 
or  a  perfume.  It  appeared  that  some  rose-water  had  been 
obtained  for  the  Children's  Home,  and,  a  member  having 
objected  to  the  children  being  supplied  with  scent,  the 
Homes  Committee  reported  that  there  was  nothing  to 
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justify  the  statement  that  scent  was  used. — Mr.  J.  Soutar  : 
What  is  rose-water  ?  That  is  a  scent.— The  Chairman  said 
that  the  rose-water  was  used  not  as  a  scent  but  as  a  drug, 
which  rendered  glycerin  more  useful  for  chapped  hands  and 
other  purposes. — Mr.  Dickins,  who  was  taken  to  task  for 
alleging  that  scent  was  used  at  the  Homes,  produced  a 
volume  of  the  "  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  "  to  prove  his 
contention  that  rose-water  was  a  scent. — Eventually  the 
matter  dropped  amid  roars  of  laughter  on  it  being  explained 
that  three  years'  supply  of  rosewater  cost  but  2s.  Id. 

Birmingham  Notes. 
A  local  firm  of  chemists  are  adopting  the  sale  of  goods 
similar  to  Boots,  such  as  silver  goods  and  fancy  metal 
-articles. 

Dr.  Bernard  Spilsbury,  the  assistant  pathologist  at 
St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  who  gave  evidence  in  the 
Convent  Dispensary  Case,  is  a  son  of  Mr.  James  Spilsbury, 
Ph.C,  F.I.C.,  The  Nook,  Moseley,  formerly  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Blackwell,  Hayes  &  Co. 

"I  was  walking  through  Sparkhill  recently,"  says  the 
writer  of  "Table  Talk"  in  the  Birmingham  "Mail," 
"when  I  came  upon  a  chemist's  shop  in  which  was  dis- 
played the  legend,  '  Epsom  Salts,  M.  a  packet  to  clear  !  ' 
That  chemist  was  evidently  an  unconscious  humorist." 

Who  is  responsible  for  the  invasion  into  pharmacy  of 
the  habit  of  inserting  the  pockethandkerchief  up  the  left- 
hand  sleeve?  One  of  our  cloth  has  very  firmly  arrested 
the  spread  of  such  a  plan  in  his  establishment  by  threats 
dire  and  deep.    Was  he  right  or  wrong  ?  is  being  asked. 

A  i-arket-place  quack  has  taken  one  of  the  brotherhood 
into  his  confidence  and  assured  him  that  the  basis  of  his 
sheet-anchored  medicine  is  Yorkshire  Relish  one-third  and 
aqua  pumpana  two-thirds.  It  has  a  remarkable  sale  at  2s.  6d. 
per  bottle,  and,  judging  from  the  man's  appearance,  his 
avocation  beats  that  of  his  confidant. 

The  enamel-pan  controversy  has  elicited  the  fact  that 
there  are  two  genera,  the  stamped-steel  or  wrought-iron 
one,  enamelled  on  both  sides,  and  the  cast-iron,  enamelled 
on  the  inside  only.  The  latter  dates  from  1839,  when  a 
patent  was  taken  out  by  a  Wolverhampton  firm,  who  state 
that  they  have  never  had  any  complaints  of  chipping. 

Your  Birmingham  readers  (says  one  of  them)  were  in- 
terested in  your  statement  that  Sir  Aston  Webb  is  closely 
related  to  pharmacy.  He  designed  our  Law  Courts,  and 
only  last  week  as  assessor  awarded  the  contract  for  building 
a  huge  Corporation  annexe  to  the  Art  Gallery,  which  is  to 
contain  a  National  History  Museum,  at  a  cost  of  150,000/. 

The  "Mail"  says  that  where  institutions  supply  treat- 
ment and  medicine  free  of  cost  the  patients  are  asked  to 
take  their  own  vessels.  Among  these,  the  dispenser  of  one 
of  these  places  says,  they  bring  jam-jars,  mustard-tins,  and 
matchboxes  for  ointments ;  for  medicines,  stout-bottles, 
and  even  those  which  have  contained  turpentine  and  not 
been  cleaned. 

Great  care  is  necessary  when  recommending  remedies  to 
friends  who  may  have  drug  idiosyncrasies.  One  sug- 
gested 10  grains  of  Dover's  powder  to  a  man's  wife 
for  a  cold.  It  almost  poisoned  her.  Another  advised 
his  friend  to  take  10  grains  of  sulphonal,  with  the 
result  that  he  slept  for  a  couple  of  days  and  could  not  be 
wakened  !  A  third  instance  is  that  in  which  a  chemist's 
assistant,  who  had  taken  a  dose  of  sweet  nitre  for  a  cold, 
followed  it  a  short  time  after  by  a  dose  of  antipyrin.  The 
services  of  a  medical  man  had  to  be  sought  in  this  case, 
the  effects  were  so  alarming. 

The  Wholesale  Traders'  Association  of  Birmingham,  in 
denouncing  "  one-man  "  companies  with  severity,  state  that 
the  annual  loss  to  the  country  through  bad  debts  is  upwards 
of  seven  millions  sterling.  By  the  "  one-man "  arrange- 
ment the  debtor  (in  many  cases  insolvent)  was  able 
to  transfer  the  whole  of  his  assets  to  a  limited 
company  and  to  accept  shares  as  the  purchase-price, 
thus  divesting  himself  of  assets  which  ought  to  go  to  his 
creditors.  The  secretary  of  the  Association  has  in  several 
instances  been  successful  in  setting  aside  such  transfers 
and  recovering  assets  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors. 
Cheap  Gas. 

■  At  Leicester  Police  Court  on  December  20,  Alfred  Hodg- 
son (36),  described  as  a  chemist,  in  business  at  57  Biddulph 
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Street,  was  fined  5/.,  or  one  month's  imprisonment,  for  steal- 
ing gas  from  the  Corporation  gas-mains.  A  gas-meter 
inspector  told  the  Court  that  the  gas-meter  had  been  taken 
away  from  defendant's  shop.  Subsequently  gas-lights  were 
found  burning  in  the  shop  and  in  the  living-room,  and  on 
investigation  in  the  cellar  it  was  found  that  some  pipe- 
tubing  had  been  connected  from  the  service-pipes  to  the 
fittings  in  the  house.  Defendant  pleaded  not  guilty  to 
stealing  the  gas.  There  was  no  intention  to  steal  the  gas, 
and  he  was  anxious  and  willing  to  pay  for  it.  Gas  was 
required  in  his  business  as  a  chemist,  and  he  had  never  tried 
to  hide  anything. 

A  Separation. 

John  Roy  Murphy,  described  as  a  chemist,  but  not  on 
the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  for  1906,  was  sum- 
moned at  Ivybridge  Petty  Sessions  last  week  for  deserting 
his  wife,  Penelope  Mary  Murphy,  of  Plympton.  Com- 
plainant said  she  was  married  to  defendant  in  1905.  and  he' 
left  her  on  July  15  last,  saying  he  was  going  to  Cornwall 
and  would  write.  He  had  not  returned,  nor  had  he  sent  her 
any  money.  He  earned  50s.  per  week,  and  was  employed' 
for  nine  years  by  a  Plymouth  chemist.  A  separation-order 
was  granted,  the  husband  to  pay  15s.  a  week  to  the  wife, 
who  was  given  custody  of  the  child. 

Not  the  Tabloids. 

The  Bradford  Coroner  (Mr.  J.  G.  Hutchinson)  concluded 
on  December  21  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Mary  Plews  (48). 
cook,  of  Manningham  Lane,  Bradford,  whose  dead  body 
had  been  found  kneeling  at  the  bedside  the  morning  after 
she  was  known  to  have  taken  phenacetin  and  antipyrirr 
tabloids.  It  had  been  suggested  that  she  had  taken  a 
dangerous  quantity,  though  there  was  no  evidence  of  the 
actual  quantity  taken.  A  2'ost-mortem  examination  had  been 
ordered,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Richardson,  the  City  and  West 
Riding  analyst,  stated  that  there  was  not  more  than  a  frac- 
tion of  a  grain  of  phenacetin  in  the  stomach;  while  Dr. 
Hamilton,  who  had  conducted  the  fost-mortzm.  examination, 
said  he  did  not  consider  the  5  grains  of  phenacetin  con- 
tained in  one  of  the  tabloids  would  be  injurious.  A  verdict 
of  heart-failure  from  cerebral  haemorrhage,  arising  in  a 
natural  way,  was  returned. 


3rt0b  mews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Persor  al. 

Mr.  Jas.  Hcrner  Haslett,  of  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Haslett. 
chemists  and  druggists,  North  Street,  Belfast,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of 
which  his  late  father,  Sir  Jas.  Haslett,  M.P.,  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  member. 

The  committee  and  members  of  the  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists' Society  of  Ireland  intend  presenting  their  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin,  Waring  Street,  Belfast,  with  aiu 
address,  as  a  mark  of  their  respect  for  his  lengthened 
services  as  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Society.  The  movement 
is  being  well  taken  up.  Mr.  Samuel  Gibson.  King  Street, 
Belfast,  is  the  hon.  treasurer  of  the  testimonial  fund. 


Scotcb  IRews. 

Local  newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Laudanum  Suspected. 
A  cabman,  named  Robert  McClumpha,  died  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Royal  Infirmary  on  December  24  from  poisoning. 
He  had  been  found  in  the  waiting-room  of  the  Portobello 
railway-station  with  an  empty  bottle,  labelled  "  Laudanum.'7 
by  his  side. 

Glasgow  "Notes. 

Paisley  chemists  are  finding  business  somewhat  brisk  just 
now. 

Another  chemist's  shop  is  to  be  opened  in  Crow  Road, 
Jordanhill. 

Mr.  Jamieson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Clydebank,  has  left 
the  district  and  gone  abroad. 

The  disciples  of  ^Esculapius  are  still  being  recruited  from 
the  knights  of  the  pestle.    The  latest  matriculants  this 
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whiter  are  Mr.  Thos.  S.  Barrie,  Principal  of  the  West  of 
Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  Mr.  Frank  Halden, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Garscube  Road. 

Saccharin  Smuggling. 
A  writer  in  a  Dundee  paper,, referring  to  this  subject, 
says': 

Saccharin  can  be  produced  in  Germany  at  about  4s.,  and 
realises  here  over  21.  per  lb.,  so  there  is  a  strong  incentive 
to  smuggle  it ;  and  special  watch  is  kept  by  the  Custom- 
house officers  and  officials  of  the  corporation.  I  heard  of 
a  Scotch  chemist  who  has  had;  several  bottles  recently 
brought  over  to  him  labelled  "  Health  Salts,"  a  very  small 
quantity  of  that  commodity  being  placed  on  top  so  as  to 
disguise  the  contents. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Charles  Kerr,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Dundee,  has 
been  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Dundee.  Mr.  Kerr 
is  the  first  pharmacist  of  the  city  not  in  the  Town  Council 
to  receive  this  honour. 

Mr.  John  Bain,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
as  treasurer  of  the  local  golf  club,  has  along  with  the 
secretary  been  entertained  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  and  pre- 
sented with  a  drawing-room  clock  and  side  ornaments,  Mrs. 
Bain  also  receiving  a  gold  chain.  The  inscription  on  the 
clock  was  : 

To  John  Bain,  Esquire,  from  the  members  of  the  Bridge 
nf  Allan  Golf  Club,  in  recognition  of  his  services  as 
Treasurer,  1896-1906.— 15th  December,  1906. 

Mr.  R.  Lindsay,  chemist,  Dundee,  has  in  his  private 
collection  a  beautiful  painting,  "  Ivy,"  by  Alfred  Siefert, 
a  famous  Munich  artist,  who  died  in  1902,  which  shows  a 
sweet- faced  maiden,  wearing  a  classic  robe,  and  bearing  aloft 
an  earthen  water-jug.  This  picture  he  is  exhibiting  in  his 
pharmacy  as  the  original  of  his  trade-mark  for  "  Cardean 
Water." 


Jfrencb  IRews. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Sunday-closing. — A  Southern  pharmaceutical  journal 
states  that  amicable  arrangements  for  the  Sunday  closing  of 
pharmacies  exist  at  St.  Etienne,  Montilmar,  Valence,  Aix, 
Lyons,  and  Avignon,  as  well  as  in  various  smaller  towns  of 
Central  and  Southern  France. 

Long-service  Prize. — The  1907  prizes  offered  by  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  National  Industry  include 
a  premium  of  40/.  for  the  workman  who  shall  have  passed  the 
greatest  number  of  consecutive  years  in  the  same  chemical- 
factory  or  kindred  establishment.  This  is  open  to  all  firms 
included  in  Class  47  at  the  International  Exhibition  of  1900. 

A  Complimentary  Dinner  was  offered  to  M.  Coreil, 
pharmacist,  Director  of  the  Toulon  Municipal  Laboratory, 
by  the  Var  Pharmacists'  Association,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
recent  nomination  as  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 
M.  Gibert,  -  President  of  the  Association,  congratulated 
M.  Coreil  in  a  well-turned  oration,  and  offered  him  a  bronze 
statuette  ("Work")  as  a  souvenir  of  his  well-earned  dis- 
tinction. 

Medicine-mistake. — A  fatal  case  of  dispensing-error  is 
reported  as  having  resulted  from  the  pharmacist  chatting 
with  a  customer  while  making  up  a  prescription.  Some  pills 
for  Madame  Hargault,  who  lives  in  the  Boulevard 
Sebastopol,  should  have  contained  sulphate  of  sparteine, 
but  an  overdose  of  strychnine  is  said  to  have  been 
used  by  the  chemist  in  making  up  the  pills,  owing  to  the 
similarity  of  two  bottles  and  to  his  attention  having  been 
divided  with  a  talking  customer. 

Premature  Burial  Safeguard. — The  certain  sign  of 
death  is  putrefaction,  but  Dr.  Icard  notes  that  long  before 
putrefaction  sets  in,  gases  commence  to  form,  especially 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  sulphydrate  of  ammonia,  which 
escape  from  the  lungs  through  the  nostrils.  A  piece  of  paper 
soaked  in  a  solution  of  neutral  acetate  of  lead  and  held  to 
the  nostrils,  or  even  a  bright  silver  coin,  will  reveal  the 
presence  of  these  gases,  and  thus  afford  (according  to  Dr. 
Icard)  a  certain  indication  of  death. 

The  Medicine  Stamp-duty.— The  Bill  to  establish  a 
medicine  stamp-duty  in  France  passed  a  first  reading  at  the 


rench  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  Sunday,  December  16.  The 
xt  of  the  Bill  is  (in  English)  as  follows  : 

Article  36.— An  ad,  valorem  tax  is  established  on 
specialised  products  sold  in  pharmacies  or  elsewhere,  which 
are  presented  as  having  curative  or  preventive  properties. 
This  tax  is  based  on  the  retail  selling-price,  the  mention  of 
which  price  on  the  labels  in  legible  characters  is  obliga- 
tory, in  accordance  witli  the  following  tariff : 

Products  of  which  the  selling-price  does  not  exceed 
50  centimes,  tax  5  centimes. 

Products  of  which  the  selling-price  exceeds  50  centimes, 
but  does  not  exceed  10f.,  tax  10  centimes  per  franc,  or 
fraction  of  a  franc. 

Products  of  which  the  selling-price  is  less  than  10f.,  50  cen- 
times per  5f.,  or  by  fractions  of  5f. 

Are  considered  as  specialities  the  products  to  which  the 
manufacturer  or  the  seller  attaches  a  special  denomina- 
tion, or  of  which  ho  claims  either  the  priority  of  the  in- 
vention or  the  exclusive  property,  or  of  which  he  extols  the 
superiority  by  means  of  advertisements,  prospectuses,  or 
labels.  Such  products  are  exempt  from  taxation  that 
pharmacists  prepare  to  deliver  direct  to  their  customers 
without  advertisements  and  exclusively  by  retail. 

Contentions  which  may  arise  concerning  the  application 
of  the  definitions  which  proceed  will  be  referred  to  the 
expert  commissaries  instituted  by  the  laws  of  Julv  27,  1822. 
May  7,  1881,  and  January  11,  1892. 

Products  destined  for  export  are  not  liable  to  the 
present  tax,  but  can  only  be  forwarded  in  France  under  a 
guarantee  of  a  fine  of  lOOf.  (4/.)  per  package  in  case  of 
fraud. 

Taxable  articles  of  which  the  price  is  less  than  50  cen- 
times may  be  assembled  under  one  cover,  which  latter  will1 
bear  a  label  indicating  the  total  cost  of  such  articles. 

Article  37. — The  payment  of  the  tax  is  shown  by  affixing 
on  boxes,  bottles,  and  packages  labels  supplied  by  the 
proper  official  quarter.  The  affixing  must  bo  done  by  the 
manufacturers  or  importers  within  eight  days  from  the 
promulgation  of  the  -law,  or  by  the  tradespeople  and 
others  where  the  products  are  to  be  found.  The  labels 
must  be  affixed  in  such  a  manner  that  they  become  torn 
when  the  boxes,  bottles,  and  packages  are  opened.  The 
despatch,  sale,  or  offering  for  sale  of  products  without 
labels  or  with  labels  of  which  the  amount  does  not  corre- 
soond  to  the  marked  prices,  or  with  labels  not  affixed  under 
the  conditions  indicated  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  is 
punishable  by  a  fine  of  lOOf.  to  l,000f.  (HI.  to  40/.)  inde- 
pendently of  the  confiscation  of  the  objects  seized  and  the 
reimbursement  of  the  taxes  defrauded.  The  Inland 
Revenue  department  will  have  charge  of  carrying  out 
the  l'egulations  regarding  the  tax  on  pharmaceutical 
specialities. 

Hygienic  preparations  and  perfumery  which  were  contained 
in  the  original  project  of  the  law  have  been  withdrawn,  and 
it  therefore  applies  exclusively  to  pharmaceutical  speci- 
alities. It  went  through  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  more 
easily  than  was  anticipated,  but  probably  the  opposition  will 
be  more  organised  and  determined  when  it  reaches  the  Senate. 
The  discussion  and  voting  having  taken  place  on  a  Sunday 
morning,  owing  to  the  haste  of  the  Government  to  get  the 
French  Budget  for  1907  voted,  only  about  thirty  deputies 
were  present  and  consequently  the  debate  lost  a  good  deal 
of  its  interest.  In  an  interesting  speech,  Dr.  Cazeneuve  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  pharmaceutical  specialities  are 
merely  tolerated  in  France  from  the  legal  point  of  view,  so 
that  pharmacists  live  in  a  transitory  state  with  regard  to 
them.    He  added  : 

It  appears  strange  to  put  a  tax  on  products  which  are 
not  authorised,  but  which  exist  simply  by  tolerance.  A 
curious  position  will  be  brought  about.    We  shall  see  an 
inspector  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Department  summon  a 
pharmacist  for  a  medicine-stamp  which  may  not  have  been 
affixed,  and  the  inspector  of  pharmacies  say  afterwards : 
"The  tax?    That  has  nothing  to  do  with  me;  you  will  be 
prosecuted  for  selling  a  secret  remedy." 
M.  Berteaux,  President  of  the  Commission  of  the  Budget, 
said  that  this  question  would  be  seen  to.    As  may  be  ex- 
pected, reference  was  made  to  the  medicine  stamp-duty  in 
England,  and  Dr.  Cazeneuve  especially  drew  attention  to 
the  authenticity  which  it  gives  as  against  the  equivocal 
position  in  which  French  pharmaceutical  specialities  are 
placed  by  the  existing  s.tate  of  the  law  here. 

The  New  Anti-adulteration  Law  places  the  services  of 
inspection,  of  pharmacies,  drug-stores,  grocers'  shops,  and 
mineral-water  works  and  stores  under  the  authority  of  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  by  whose  authority  the  new  Act  is 
to  be  enforced.  These  services  were  formerly  attached  to 
the  Ministry  of  the  Interior.  ',  M.  Perrot,  Professor  of 
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Materia  Medica  at  the  Paris  Superior  School  of  Pharmacy, 
proposed  this  solution  some  months  ago  in  the  "  Bulletin  de 
Sciences  Pharmacologiques,"  and  M.  Crinon  also  thinks  the 
change  beneficial.  The  proposition  appears  to  have  been 
■originated  by  M.  Euau,  Minister  of  Agriculture,  after  a  con- 
versation with  Dr.  Bordas,  Director  of  the  Chemical 
Laboratory  at  the  Ministry  of  Finances,  and  M.  Clemenceau 
•and  M.  Sarrien  at  once  fell  in  with  the  idea. 


Influenza  in  a  virulent  form  was  prevalent  in  Wellington 
-when  the  last  mail  left,  and  medical  men  were  having  a  busy 
time.  The  disease  is  also  epidemic  in  Christchurch,  but  it 
is  not  such  a  severe  type. 

Labelling  Proprietaries. — The  labelling  provision  for 
-proprietary  and  patent  medicines  which  was  included  in  the 
Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Bill  (see  C.  &  D.,  Decem- 
ber 15,  p.  886)  has  been  dropped.  The  Bill  came  on  in  the 
.closing  hours  of  Parliament,  and  was  shorn  of  all  matter 
■of  a  controversial  nature.  Practically  the  only  clause  left 
-was  one  checking  the  use  of  the  Post  Office  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  literature  on  sexual  disorders.  It  is  stated  that 
the  opportunity  for  legislating  on  patent  and  proprietary 
medicines  was  exceptional,  and  is  not  likely  to  occur  again 
in  such  favourable  circumstances. 

Vaccination. — Dr.  Mason,  the  chief  officer  of  health,  has 
issued  his  annual  report  on  vaccination,  in  which  he  regrets 
■"the  deplorable  falling-off  in  vaccinations."  The  New 
Zealanders  are,  it  appears,  taking  advantage  of  the  con- 
scientious objection  clause,  by  which  an  exemption  can  be 
obtained  within  six  months  of  the  birth  of  the  child  from  a 
Magistrate,  Registrar  of  Births,  or  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
The  vaccine-laboratory  distributed  8,914  tubes  of  vaccine, 
and  some  particulars  are  given  of  the  means  taken  to  render 
glycerinated  lymph  sterile.    Dr.  Mason  adds  : 

This  section  of  our  laboratory  work  involves  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  lot  of  time  and  care.  The  filling  and  packing 
of  the  vaccine-tubes  alone  is  a  most  laborious  business,  and 
one  which  cannot  be  hurried  over.  It  requires  not  only  a 
-certain  amount  of  manual  dexterity,  but  also  constant  atten- 
tion to  detail  to  avoid  exposing  the  lymph  to  danger  of 
pollution,  and  to  prevent  it  being  overheated  in  sealing  the 
tubes. 

Gum-digging  is  not  the  highest  in  the  scale  of  industrial 
•occupations,  but  is  taken  up  by  men  who  like  an  indepen- 
dent life  free  from  restraints.  The  men  who  earn  big 
wages  have  to  work  eleven  hours  a  day,  including  part  of 
Sunday ;  but  30s.  for  a  week  of  sixty  hours'  work  is  an 
average  in  the  Far  Northern  gum-fields.  The  following  note 
is  from  a  recent  account  of  the  work  : 

Some  depend  on  the  spear  to  find  the  gum,  which  may 
lie  from  6  in.  to  6  ft.  or  more  beneath  the  surface,  while 
others  simply  dig  the  ground  "  in  a  face,"  which  is  called 
paddocking.  Bach  method  has  its  advantages,  but  no 
doubt  in  "deep  "  ground  an  old  hand  with  the  spear  comes 
off  best. 

A  digger  is  not  supposed  to  be  fully  dressed  without  his 

"  pikau."  or  knapsack  made  out  of  a  bag,  in  which  he 

carries  his  gun  or  stores  as  the  case  may  be. 

After  the  day's  work  on  the  field  is  done  the  larger-sized 

pieces  of  gum  are  separated  from  the  nuts  or  small  bits  for 
■the  purpose  of  scraping.    If  the  gum  is  white  the  nuts  are 

washed,  but  if  black  they  are  merely  riddled  to  free  them 
from  the  sand.    After  supper  the  portion  selected  is  scraped. 

and  the  scrapings  are  put  by  themselves,  for  which  a  small 
■price  per  cwt.  is  obtainable,  after  being  put  through  a  fine 
isieve  to  remove  dust. 

Though  the  price  of  black  gum  is  only  about  half  that  of 
white  it  is  found  in  much  larger  quantities,  but  at  the 
present,  some  of  the  lower  grades  are  unsaleable,  while  the 
work  is  very  laborious  and  dirty,  the  digger  on  his  return 
to  camp  after  the  day's  work  looking  like  a  stoker  coming 
off  his  shift  In  wet  ground  the  water  has  to  be  baled  out 
with  a  bucket,  and  a  kind  of  Californian  pump  is  now 
frequently  used. 


Good  Value. — A  renewing  subscriber  to  the  C.  <£•  D. 
\'55/18)  says  on  December  19:  "I  find  the  C.  &  D.  invalu- 
able, and  could  never  be  without  it.  The  tips  given  weekly 
in  it  have  put  pounds  in  my  pockets." 


Soutb  Hfrican  IRews. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Cape  Colony. 

Opium  Seizure.— The  Customs  at  Cape  Town  have  made 
a  second  seizure  of  opium  that  was  consigned  to  a  well- 
known  firm  there. 

Railway  Medicines.— Messrs.  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co., 
wholesale  druggists,  Cape  Town,  have  secured  the  Cape 
Government  railway  contract  for  the  supply  of  medicines, 
surgical  apparatus,  etc.,  to  the  Western  system. 

No  Satisfaction.— The  deputation  that  recently  waited 
upon  the  Cape  Government,  urging  that  the  excise  be  re- 
abated  on  spirit  used  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and 
which  included  one  chemist,  has  not  received  a  satisfactory 
reply,  the  Government  stating  that  it  cannot  entertain  the 
idea.  The  Government  has  not  furnished  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  with  a  report  of  the  proceedings;  consequently 
we  are  unable  to  give  same.    The  Press  were  not  admitted. 

Consignments  of  Alcohol  that  recently  arrived  at  Cape 
ports  en  route  for  the  Transvaal,  and  which  were  seized  by 
the  Customs  owing  to  being  wrongly  described  as  linseed 
oil,  are  now  offered  for  sale.  Presumably  the  entire  lot 
landed  at  Cape  ports — fifty  casks — will  be  bought  up  and 
reshipped  in  bond  to  Europe.  The  twenty-five  casks  landed 
at  Durban  were  allowed  to  go  through  to  Johannesburg,  but 
nobody  attempted  to  claim  them  on  arrival ;  consequently 
the  Customs  will  dispose  of  that  lot  too  by  auction. 

Natal. 

An  Interesting  Lecture  with  lantern  demonstration  was 
given,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  by 
Mr.  Murison,  M.D.,  B.Sc,  D.P.H.,  the  medical  officer  of 
health  for  Durban.  The  subject  was  "Malaria,"  and  Dr. 
Murison  knows  all  there  is  known  on  that  matter. 

Amending  the  Acts. — For  some  time  there  has  been 
existent  in  the  minds  of  the  chemists  of  the  Colony  the 
feeling  that  the  Pharmacy  Acts  need  amendment.  At 
present  any  general  dealer  may  sell  any  "  patent  "  or  "  pro- 
prietary "  medicines,  whether  containing  poisons  or  not. 
Then,  under  what  is  known  as  the  "  general  article  of  com- 
merce clause,"  in  Schedule  B,  any  article  which  may  be 
designated  as  such  may  be  sold  by  any  general  dealer,  even 
though  such  article  may  contain  one  of  the  poisons  set  forth 
in  Schedule  A.  During  the  past  few  years  the  Pharmacy 
Board  have  been  quite  aware  of  these  defects  in  the  Acts, 
and  have  laid  the  matter  before  successive  Governments, 
but  so  far  their  counsels  have  not  prevailed.  Before  the  last 
elections  took  place,  however,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
communicated  with  their  country  members,  in  order  that 
they  might  interview  the  prospective  candidates  for  legisla- 
tive honours.  Evidently  the  chemists  must  have  gone  to 
some  trouble,  as  quite  a  list  of  assured  supporters  have 
been  returned  to  Pietermaritzburg.  When  the  mail  left 
twenty  of  the  returned  members  had  promised  to  support 
an  amendment  of  the  Act  on  lines  indicated  by  the  Natal 
Pharmaceutical  Society  at  their  meeting  on  November  22. 
At  that  meeting  the  Society  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  the  term  "  general  articles  of  commerce  "  con- 
tained in  Schedule  B  of  Act  35,  1896,  permits  general 
dealers,  other  than  duly  qualified  and  registered  chemists 
and  druggists,  to  retail  articles  which  may  contain  poisons 
as  set  forth  in  Divisions  1  and  2  of  the  Poisons  Schedule  ;  and 

Whereas  the  items  "  patent  medicines  "  and  "  proprietarv 
medicines"  contained  in  Schedule  B  permit  of  such 
articles,  some  of  which  are  poisons,  or  are  known  to  con- 
tain noisons,  being  retailed  by  general  dealers,  as  above 
mentioned 

It  is  hereby  resolved,  That  Government  be  approached 
to  introduce  a  measure  to  amend  Schedule  B,  Act  35,  1896  : 
(1)  To  the  effect  of  confining  the  sal©  of  such  articles 
to  registered  chemists  and  druggists.  (2)  To  add  after  the 
items  "patent  medicines"  and  "proprietary  medicines" 
contained  in  the  said  Schedule  B  the  words  "  not  contain- 
ing scheduled  poisons,  as  set  out  in  Divisions  1  and  2  of 
the  Poison  Schedule,"  or  woi'ds  to  the  like  effect. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  lay  the  matter  befpre  the 
Pharmacy  Board. 
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Personal. — Mr.  Charles  W.  White  arrived  in  Bombay  on 
December  7.— Mr.  R.  R.  Martin,  of  F.  Stearns  &  Co., 
Detroit,  was  in  Bombay  when  the  mail  left. 

Indian  Turpentine. — Experiments  have  recently  been 
carried  out  on  a  small  scale  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Eastern  Bengal  and  Assam,  for  the 
extraction  of  turpentine,  etc.,  from  the  Pinus  Khasya 
forests  in  the  vicinity  of  Shillong.  The  yield  of  turpen- 
tine per  tree  was  less  than  an  ounce,  and  the  experiment 
must  be  regarded  as  a  failure.  This  is  attributed  chiefly  to 
tapping-operations  having  been  carried  out  during  the 
rainy  season  instead  of  in  the  spring.  The  experiment  will 
be  continued  next  spring  over  a  carefully  selected  plot  of 
trees. 

Charas  as  a  Medium  of  Exchange. — In  consequence  of 
the  enhancement  of  duty  upon  charas  entering  the  Punjab 
from  Central  Asia  and  the  closure  of  a  large  number  of 
shops  selling  that  drug,  both  imports  and  consumption  in 
India  have  declined  markedly.  The  effect  of  the  former 
factor  upon  the  Central  Asian  trade,  in  which  the  drug 
forms  a  staple  medium  of  barter,  has  been  disorganising  in 
the  extreme,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  trade  conditions  will 
return  to  normal  (says  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Punjab)  unless  some  substitute,  such  as  silk,  can  be  found 
to  take  the  place  of  charas  as  a  commodity  of  exchange. 
During  the  year  a  special  Preventive  Agency,  to  check  the 
•muggling  of  charas  into  British  India  by  unauthorised 
routes,  was  posted  at  Leh  with  apparently  satisfactory 
results. 

Ceylon  Rubber-exhibition. — We  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
J.  C.  Willis,  Director.  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  Ceylon,  for 
some  notes  on  the  extremely  successful  exhibition  of  rubber 
which  was  held  in  the  Gardens  at  Peradeniya  in  September. 
Extensive  buildings  were  erected  in  the  Kandyan  (Sinhalese 
mountaineer)  style  of  architecture,  and  were  well  filled  with 
exhibits  of  raw  rubber  in  its  different  forms,  from  the 
plantations  of  Ceylon,  the  Malay  Peninsula,  and  India, 
tools  for  the  tapping  and  collecting  of  latex,  manufactured 
rubber  and  rubber  goods,  and  other  things,  besides 
exhibits  of  raw  rubbers  from  all  corners  of  the  globe.  Two 
large  sheds  were  also  filled  with  machinery  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  latex,  and  there  were  interesting  side-shows  as 
well.  The  methods  of  tapping,  as  recently  described  by 
Mr.  Oliphant  Devitt  (C.  &  D.,  October  20,  p.  625),  were 
illustrated  fully.  One  of  the  most  interesting  things  was 
the  vulcanised  and  coloured  rubber  exhibited  by  Mr.  M.  K. 
Bamber.  Government  chemist  in  Ceylon.  Mr.  Bamber  acts, 
not  on  the  coagulated  and  macerated  rubber,  but  directly 
on  the  latex  with  the  necessary  reagents,  then  coagulates, 
thus  getting  perfect  intermixture.  The  coagulated  rubber 
can  then  be  worked  up  into  whatever  is  required  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  finally  heated,  when  it  vulcanises.  One 
of  the  most  promising  of  Mr.  Bamber's  exhibits  was  the 
mixture  of  fibre  and  rubber.  The  fibre,  cleaned,  is  soaked 
in  sulphurised  rubber  milk,  coagulated,  then  dried,  and 
finally  subjected  to  hydraulic  pressure  and  vulcanised,  the 
result  being  blocks  suitable  for  pavement,  etc.  By  this 
method  rubber  can  also  be  turned  out  of  any  colour  desired, 
and  the  colour  will  not  wash  or  crack  off,  a  great  advantage 
for  children's  toys.  One  of  the  most  noteworthy  features 
of  the  exhibition  was  a  series  of  daily  lectures  on  the 
various  parts  of  the  rubber-industry — cultivation,  tapping, 
shipment  to  London,  vulcanisation,  catch-crops,  pests,  etc. — 
and  these  lectures,  with  the  reports  of  the  judges,  descrip- 
tion of  the  machinery,  and  other  things,  are  now  being  put 
together  into  a  book  as  "  The  Ceylon  Rubber-exhibition 
Handbook,"  by  J.  C.  Willis,  M.  K.  Bamber,  and  E.  B. 
Denham.  Messrs.  Dulau  &  Co.  and  Wyman  &  Sons,  Ltd., 
London,  are  to  publish  it. 


A  Charity  Hospital  is  to  be  established  at  Tokyo  by 
means  of  an  endowment  of  1.000,000  yen,  left  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  Iwasaki  family.  The  scheme  is  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Aoyama,  a  professor  of  the  Tokyo  Imperial 
University.  This  will  be  the  first  free  hospital  ever  esta- 
blished in  Japan  by  a  private  individual. 


3apanese  3ottlnos. 

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


The  Pharmaceutical  Students  now  in  the  Tokyo  Im- 
perial University  (forty-three  in  number)  include  two  Hin- 
dustani.— The  Osaka  Pharmaceutical  School  began  its  winter 
term  on  September  16.    The  students  number  245. 

Examination-results. — The  second  examination  in  prac- 
tical pharmacy  for  this  year  was  held  from  October  25  to  31 
at  the  examination-hall  of  the  Osaka  Chemical  Laboratory. 
There  were  forty- four  applicants ;  of  these,  thirty-six  passed,, 
seven  failed,  and  one  did  not  appear. 

Japanese  Ginger.- — Ginger  has  been  exported  to  foreign' 
countries  from  Shizuoka-ken  since  1884,  but  the  cultivators 
were  not  very  particular  as  regards  quality,  so  the  quantity 
for  exportation  gradually  decreased,  and  prices  fell  accord- 
ingly. But  improved  methods  of  cultivation  and  greater 
care  in  manipulation  soon  increased  the  output,  until  in> 
1905  it  reached  2,125,000  kin,  value  191,250  yen.  The  ginger 
is  chiefly  exported  to  the  United  States,  and  in  lesser  quan- 
tities to  Europe  and  India.  Exporters  are  endeavouring 
to  find  markets  for  best  qualities  in  the  West  Indies,  Cuba,, 
and  Australia. 

The  Japanese  in  Hawaii. — Writing  to  his  countrymen 
in  Japan,  a  merchant  states  that  55,000  Japanese  emigrants- 
are  working  in  the  Hawaiian  islands.  These  people  are 
nearly  all  very  poor,  and  there  are  very  few  Japanese- 
medical  men  to  treat  their  illnesses.  They  are  too  poor  to 
buy  American  and  other  foreign  medicines,  even  if  they 
had  faith  in  them,  so  they  write  to  their  relations  to  Japara 
in  order  that  Japanese  products  may  be  forwarded  direct. 
The  correspondent  states  that  there  is  room  for  Japanese- 
drug-stores  in  the  islands,  or  at  least  for  drug-stores  where 
Japanese  proprietaries  are  more  largely  stocked.  The- 
Japanese  there  suffer  mainly  from  rheumatism,  indigestion, 
pneumonia,  and  fever. 

At  the  Fifteenth  Anniversary  of  the  foundation  of 
the  "  Sowraku  Shimbun"  (or  "Japan  Druggist"),  held  at 
Kishimatsu-Kwan  on  November  10,  300  guests  were  present. 
The  ceremony  began  with  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem  and  "  Long  life  to  the  Emperor."  Mr.  K.  Kobayasbi, 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  said  that  the  aim  of  the  paper- 
when  first  published  was  to  endeavour  to  dissociate  the  art 
of  dispensing  from  the  practice  of  the  medical  men  and  to 
bring  about  the  independence  of  the  pharmacist.  This  is- 
still  one  of  its  chief  aims,  but  everything  connected  with 
pharmacy  is  now  within  its  ken.  Mr.  H.  Ogata,  a  member 
of  the  Japanese  Parliament,  advocated  the  encouragement 
of  the  exportation  of  proprietary  medicines  to  foreign 
countries,  especially  Manchuria  and  Korea.  Mr.  Tahars 
spoke  on  the  development  of  medicine  on  scientific  lines 
and  the  necessity  for  more  attention  to  science  by  Japanes®- 
pharmacists.  Mr.  Yoshinaga,  a  Tokyo  pharmacist,  urged 
that  a  better  class  of  proprietary  medicines  is  required. 
Many  other  speeches  and  addresses  were  delivered,  dealing, 
mainly  with  the  necessity  for  the  improvement  in  proprie- 
taries and  the  amendment  of  the  pharmacy  regulations. 


IRecent  Wills. 


Mr.  Thomas  Selloes,  chemist  and  druggist,  Coventry,  who 
died  on  August  24,  left  estate  valued  at  3,159/.  8s.  2d.  gross. 

Mr.  Edward  Handslip,  aerated-water  manufacturer,  who 
died  on  September  24,  left  estate  which  has  been  sworn  ai 
13,328;. 

Mr.  George  Jones  Atkins,  of  Stamford  Hill  and  Totten- 
ham, experimental  chemist  and  inventor,  who  died  on  July  18 
last,  left  estate  valued  at  2,484/.  5s.  Id.  gross. 

Mr.  Alfred  Francis  Gray,  chemist,  Leytonstone,  Esses, 
who  died  on  October  13  last,  aged  forty-three  years,  left 
estate  valued  at  2,313/.  10s.  gross.,  with  net  personalty  valued' 
at  2,241?.  10s.  6d. 

Mr.  Charles  Birkett,  retired  chemist.  Brantfield,  Bowness- 
on-Windermere,  Westmoreland,  who  died  on  October  20  last,, 
left  estate  valued  at  9,382/.  15s.  8d.  gross,  and  probate  of  hi* 
will,  dated  May  24,  1902,  has  been  granted  to  his  sib,  Mr. 
George  N.  M.  Birkett,  chemist,  and  his  daughters,  Mis.5- 
Elizabeth  Margaret  and  Miss  Jeannie  Birkett.  all  of  Brant- 
field. 
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legal  IRcports. 

Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

At  the  Manchester  County  Court,  on  December  21,  before 
his  Honour  Judge  Parry,  P.  S.  Rae,  34  Upper  Duke  Street, 
Hulme.  drug-store  proprietor,  was  summoned  by  the  Council 
of  tke  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  for  having 
on  September  1  kept  open  his  shop  for  the  retailing  and  dis- 
pensing and  compounding  of  a  poison  (tincture  of  opium, 
commonly  called  laudanum)  contained  in  and  forming  part 
■of  the  ingredients  of  a  mixture,  contrary  to  Section  15  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868  ;  also  with  having  taken  and  ex- 
hibited the  name  or  title  of  "chemist,"  not  being  duly 
registered  as  a  "  pharmaceutical  chemist  "  or  "  chemist  and 
druggist."  The  total  claim  was  10/.  The  defendant  had 
consented  to  judgment,  51.  down  and  the  remainder  at  10s. 
per  month. 

^  A  case  was  also  heard  against  Harold  Dawson,  1  Garibaldi 
Street,  _  Hyde  Road,  Manchester,  chemist's  assistant. 
The  claim  was  for  a  51.  penalty  for  a  breach  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  for  selling  morphine  contained  in  and  form- 
ing part  of  the  ingredients  of  a  compound  known  as  "  Mrs. 
Winslow's  soothing  syrup,"  the  defendant  not  being  a  duly 
registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  a  chemist  and  druggist. 
In  this  case  also  the  defendant  admitted  the  offence  and  paid 
the  penalty. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  Composition  op  Lard. 
The  Magistrates  of  the  Seaham  Harbour  Petty  Sessions 
were  occupied  for  a  considerable  time  on  December  21  in 
hearing  a  case  of  alleged  adulteration  of  lard.  The  defen- 
dant was  Jane  Muncaster,  a  small  grocer,  of  Seaham  Har- 
bour; but  from  counsel's  references  to  "my  clients  "  and 
the  presence  of  several  witnesses  it  was  apparent  that  there 
was  a  Sunderland  wholesale  house  fighting  the  case,  though 
the  name  of  the  firm  was  not  mentioned.  The  charge  was 
one  of  selling  lard  which  contained  8  per  cent,  of  beef  or 
mutton  fat.  Three  months,  previously  the  case  was  before 
the  Court,  and  the  certificate  was  then  put  in  of  Mr.  Stock, 
public  analyst  for  the  county  of  Durham,  certifying  the 
8  per  cent,  of  beef  or  mutton  fat.  The  hearing  was  ad- 
journed, and  a  sample  sent  to  Somerset  House.  The  result 
confirmed  Mr.  Stock's  finding. 

For  the  defence  Dr.  Julius  Lewkowitsch  was  called.  He 
said  that,  from  his  analysis,  he  found  that  the  lard  was  not 
adulterated.  Mr.  Stock's  facts  were  irrefutable,  but  his 
conclusions  were  wrong.  Somerset  House  was  years  behind 
the  times  in  literature.  Mr.  Stock's  conclusions  had  been 
disproved  during  the  past  six  months.  Witness  described 
his  experiments  at  great  length  and  in  considerable  detail, 
handing  up  to  the  Bench  photographs  of  microscopic  slides 
to  illustrate  his  results. 

John  Thomas  Dunn,  joint  public  analyst  for  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  agreed  with  Dr.  Lewkowitsch,  so  far 
as  his  (witness)  experience  went,  .but  he  did  not  consider 
himself  such  an  authority  as  Dr.  Lewkowitsch. 

The  Bench,  after  a  consultation  in  private,  said  that  the 
weight  of  evidence  did  not  justify  a  conviction. 

Tincture  of  Iodine. 
The  Isle  of  Wight  police  have  recently  been  energetic  in 
taking  proceedings  against  local  chemists  for  selling  tincture 
of  iodine  of  improper  strength,  and  three  convictions  have 
ensued  at  the  County  Petty  Sessions  held  at  Newport.  In 
two  cases  the  tincture,  as  analysed  by  Mr.  Otto  Hehner, 
public  analyst,  was  certified  to  contain  13.8  and  15.8  per 
cent,  of  iodine  respectively  in  excess  of  the  maximum  pre- 
scribed by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  in  the  other  case 
12.5  per  cent,  less  than  that  prescribed  by  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia, The  public  analyst  stated  in  his  certificate  that 
according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  tincture  of  iodine 
should  contain  not- less  than  2.468  and  not  more  than  2.5  per 
cent,  of  iodine.  The  sample  from  James  Dunning,  chemist, 
Vent  nor,  containing  2.844  per  cent,  of  iodine;  that  of 
W.  E.  H.  Richardson,  of  Freshwater,  2.894  per  cent. ;  and 
that  of  John  Henry  Chantry,  of  Totland  Bay,  12.5  per. cent, 
below  the  amount  prescribed.  Mr.  Dunning,  who  has 
twenty-three  years'  experience  as  a  chemist,  said  he  made 
up  a  pint  of  tincture  last  February,  in  accordance  with  the 


B.P.,  of  iodine,  glycerin,  and  pure  alcohol.  There  was  only 
about  2  dr.  left  after  he  had  supplied  the  police.  Alcohol  is 
a  volatile  spirit  and  evaporation  must  take  place.  He 
thought  the  evaporation  would  be  about  15  dr.  out  of  the 
20  oz.  in  a  pint.  The  iodine  would  be  stronger  because  of 
the  evaporation,  and  he  would  be  selling  the  tincture  at  a 
loss.  The  Clerk  read  a  letter  from  the  public  analyst  in 
which  he  said  he  should  be  disposed  to  think  that  a  variation 
of  10  per  cent,  above  or  below  the  official  quantity  might 
reasonably  be  permitted,  any  greater  variation  would  show 
punishable  negligence.  Mr.  Richardson  said  the  excess  was 
very  trifling  in  his  case,  x%  grain  in  100  drops.  Mr.  Chantry 
said  the  deficiency  in  his  case  was  due  to  the  assistant  not 
allowing  for  the  weight  of  a  piece  of  paper  in  which  he 
weighed  the  iodine.  Mr.  Dunning  was  fined  11.,  and  the 
other  two  defendants  10s.  each,  with  costs  in  each  case. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Itr  William  Shaw,  trading  as  Lowe  &  Wylde,  Chemists,  at 
53  King's  Road,  Chelsea,  S.'W. — The  first  meeting  of  creditors 
in  this  case  was  held  on  December  21  at  the  London  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  before  Mr.  E.  S.  Grey  (Official  Receiver),  when 
accounts  were  submitted  showing  debts  595/.  9s.  8(7.  and 
assets  valued  at  406/.  18s.  2d.  The  debtor  bought  the  business 
two  years  ago,  and  he  attributes  his  failure  to  ill-health,  want 
of  capital,  and  high  rent.  In  the  absence  of  any  offer  the 
case  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver  to  be 
wound  up  in  bankruptcy. 


<Sa3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Turner,  E.  O.,  and  Turner,  F.,  surgeons,  etc..  Great  Missen- 
den,  Bucks,  under  the  style  of  Turner  &  Turner. 

Walker,  J.  D.,  and  Gould,  H.  U.,  Shaftesbury,  Dorsetshire, 
general  medical  practitioners. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Lucia,  George  W.,  Plymouth  and  Devonport,  mineral-water 
manufacturer. 

Winwood,  John  William  Thomas,  Handsworth,  late  Smeth- 
wick,  Staffs,  druggist  and  chemist. 

Adjudication  Annulled. 
Saunders,  John,  Bexhill,  Sussex,  chemist  and  druggist. 


1Rew  Companies  ano  Company  flews. 


Alfred  Rowan's  Cattle  Foods  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  100/., 
in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manu- 
facturers and  factors  of  veterinary  washes,  ointments,  and 
medicines,  foods  for  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep,  etc.  The  first 
directors  are  L.  F.  Gillett,  T.  Bailey,  and  S.  A.  Biley. 

Cameras,  Ltd.— Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To 
carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  wholesale  and  retail 
dealers  in  cameras,  lenses,  slides,  shutters,  and  other  photo- 
graphic apparatus,  etc.  Registered  without  articles  of  asso- 
ciation by  Grundy,  Kershaw,  Sampson  &  Co.,  89  Grcsham 
Street,  E.C. 

World's  Stores,  Ltd. — Capital  100,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Ob- 
jects:  To  adopt  agreements  (1)  with  the  Investment  Alliance, 
Ltd.,  and  (2)  with  S.  Frost  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  therein  referred  to-  and  the  general  business  of  pro- 
vision dealers,  chemists,  etc.  The  first  directors  are  W.  R. 
Webster.  R.  D.  Cubley,  S.  Frost,  and  W.  Clayson.  Regis- 
tered office,  25  Phipp  Street,  London. 

Chemical-blood  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  500/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  patent- 
medicine  manufacturers  and  vendors,  etc.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are:  P.  J.  Chrosso,  gentleman;  E.  F.  Lunnis,  dental 
mechanic;  H.  H.  Crippin,  advertising.-agent ;  .Miss  ,M.,  L. 
Curnow ;  J.  Marsh ;  G.  Cooke,  gentleman ;  A.  Sale,  clerk ; 
and  F.  S.  Kennedy,  gentleman.  No  initial  public  issue.  The 
first  directors  are  G.  Cooke  and  F.  S.  Kennedy. 

Horse  and  Cattle  Medicine  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  2.000/.,  in 
5/.  shares.  Objects  as  indicated  by  the  title.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are :  J.  Rigby,  fancy-goods  merchant :  J.  Sykes , 
produce-merchant;  J.  B.  Garner;  R,  Fawcett,  mill-manager; 
J.  Metcalf,  grocer;  J.  Pearson,  grocer;  and  J.  T.  Sabbott, 
builder.    No  initial  public  issue.    The  first  directors  are 
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J.  B.  Garner,  J.  Rigby,  and  J.  Sykes.  Qualification,  25/. 
Registered  office,  44  New  York  Street,  Brunswick  Street, 
Manchester. 

Feneis  Films,  Ltd. —Capital  100,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Ob- 
jects:  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  D.U.B.  Syndicate, 
Ltd.,  to  work  the  secret  process  for  the  manufacture  of  photo- 
graphic films,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers 
of  and  dealers  in  photographic  requisites  of  all  kinds,  etc. 
The  first  subscribers  are  E.  N.  Adler,  15  Copthall  Avenue, 
E.G.,  solicitor;  J.  A.  Belcroix.  Paris,  banker;  J.  Bon,  Paris, 
merchant;  L.  Urban,  Paris,  banker;  P.  Casparis,  London, 
merchant;  E.  M.  Perowne,  solicitor;  and  C.  S.  Blackmore, 
clerk. 

D.  W.  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  500/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  Isabel  M.  Truscott 
and  D.  W.  Marshall,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  dentists,  opticians,  dealers  in  photographic  re- 
quisites, etc.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are : 
(J.  A.  Truscott,  printer,  etc.;  C.  Feiling,  solicitor;  Mrs.  M. 
Truscott;  J.  Grundy,  clerk;  D.  W.  Marshall,  chemist's  assist- 
ant :  J.  R.  Truscott,  company  director ;'  and  D.  W.  Egerton, 
clerk.  No  initial  public  issue.  Isabel  M.  Truscott  and  D.  W. 
Marshall  may  each  nominate  a  director.  Remuneration  ac- 
cording to  profits.  Table  "  A  "  mainlv  applies.  Registered 
office,  30  Walbrook,  E.C. 

F.  R.  Culling  ford,  Ltd. — Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares 
(1.000  6  per  cent,  cumulative  preference).  Objects:  To 
acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  1  Monro  Terrace, 
Chelsea,  as  '' F.  R.  Cullingford,"  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  soap-millers,  perfumers,  perfume,  scent, 
and  powder  manufacturers,  pharmaceutical,  manufactur- 
ing and  general  chemists  and  druggists,  drysalters. 
etc.  The  first  subscribers  are :  F.  R.  Cullingford,  3 
Monro  Terrace,  Chelsea,  manufacturing  perfumer ;  Mrs. 
L.  M.  T.  Brown,  116  Hartfield  Road,  Wimbledon;  Mrs.  B. 
Bell:  Miss  A.  B.  Bell;  H.  E.  Brougham,  shorthand-writer; 
R.  M.  Wellman,  clerk ;  and  F.  M.  Capron,  solicitor.  No 
initial  public  issue.  F.  R.  Cullingford  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  T. 
Brown  are  the  first  directors,  and  each  may  retain  office  while 
holding  300  shares.  Qualification  of  ordinary  directors  100 
shares. 


Scottish  Cyanide  Co.,  Ltd. — The  accounts  for  the  year 
ended  September  30  show  a  loss,  after  providing  for  deben- 
ture interest,  of  5,804/. 

British  Turpentine  Corporation,  Ltd.,  London,  E.C. — An 
issue  of  2,000/.  mortgage  debentures  was  registered  on  Decem- 
ber 13,  and  charged  on  the  hereditaments  and  premises  at 
Hayes,  Middlesex,  held  by  the  company,  with  all  buildings 
thereon  and  appurtenances  thereto,  also  all  working-plant, 
engines,  machinery,  instruments,  installation,  stock-in-trade, 
undertaking,  book-debts,  contracts,  and  other  assets  for  the 
time  being,  and  uncalled  capital. 

German  Dye-industry. — In  reference  to  the  statements 
which  have  been  made  as  to  a  closer  union  among  the  principal 
German  makers  of  aniline  dyes,  the  Bayer  Co.,  Ltd.,  have 
issued  the  following  disclaimer:  "In  the  interest  of  our 
shareholders  and  to  counteract  the  feeling  on  the  Stock  Ex- 
change, we  arc  compelled  to  repudiate  the  rumours  concern- 
ing the  fusion  or  closer  amalgamation  of  the  three  firms  com- 
prising the  community  of  interest — viz.,  the  Farbenfabriken 
vorm.  Friedr.  Bayer  &  Co.,  Elberfeld,  the  Badische  Anilin 
and  Sodafabrik.  Ludwigshafen,  and  the  Aktiengesellschaft  fur 
Anilin  Fabrikation  in  Berlin,  or  that  negotiations  are  in  pro- 
gress for  the  conjoint  working  of  these  three  firms  with  Messrs. 
Mcister  Lucius  &  Bruning,  in  Hoechst,  and  Messrs.  Leopold 
Cassella  &  Co.,  in  Frankfort.  We  state  officially  that  neither 
negotiations  for  a  closer  union  of  the  three  firms  in  the  one 
group  nor  an  agreement  between  the- triple-allied  firms  and 
the  dual-allied  firms  have  been  instituted,  or  is  there  any 
likelihood  of  such  being  entered  on." 


3nformation  Wanted 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other) 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist "  and  the  "  C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 

248/38.  Who  sells  tooth-powder  bottles  with  revolving 
tops  ? 


"Doctor,  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  excellent  medi- 
cine. I  have  indeed  benefited  from  it."  "How  many 
bottles  have  you  taken?  "  ,"  Oh,  I  didn't  take  it ;  my  uncle 
took  some.    He  has  left  me  his  sole  legatee," 


personalities. 


Mr.  Wm.  Taylor  Alexander,  chemical  merchant  and 
manufacturer,  of  Crummock,  Eccles,  has  been  appointed  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  borough  of  Eccles. 

Councillor  C.  E.  Fox,  J. P.  (W.  Fox  &  Sons,  chemists. 
Bethnal  Green  Road),  has  started  a  borough  collection  for 
the  Lord  Mayor's  Cripple  Fund  with  a  donation  of  25/. 

The  employes  of  Messrs.  Hervey,  Peek  &  Hervey, 
chemical-manufacturers,  Ordsall  Lane,  Salford,  have  pre- 
sented a  silver  tankard  to  Mr.  J.  Philip  Hervey  on  his 
coming  of  age. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Heywood,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  went 
to  Italy  for  a  winter's  experience  of  Continental  pharmacy, 
has  had  to  return  home  owing  to  an  attack  of  malaria  and 
a  sunstroke.   He  is  improving  in  health  at  Southend-on-Sea. 

Mr.  Edward  Allen  Brotherton,  M.P.  (of  Brotherton 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemical-manufacturers,  Wakefield  and 
Leeds),  and  Mr.  Ernest  Leckie  Robinson  and  Mr.  Thos. 
Perkin  Robinson  (of  Robinson  Bros.,  Ltd.,  chemical- 
manufacturers,  Knottingley),  have  been  appointed  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

A  paragraph  in  the  "Liverpool  Post"  states  that  Mr. 
0.  Isgoed  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  Llanrwst,  has  been 
approached  with  a  view  to  his  nomination  as  a  representa- 
tive for  North  Wales  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Association  [?  Society].  North  Wales  being  at  present  unre- 
presented, though  South  Wales  has  a  representative  on  the 
Council. 

Alderman  Frederick  Bird,  chemist-  and  druggist, 
Coventry,  has  been  placed  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
for  Warwickshire.  He  is  the  oldest  member  of  the  trade 
in  the  city  where  he  has  lived  so  long,  and  has  been,  and 
still  is,  an  active  public  man.  He  has  kept  a  diary  on 
passing  events  for  forty-two  years.  He  has  two  shops  in 
Coventry,  and  has  a  son  in  the  business. 


Business  Cbanoes. 


Messrs.  Clarkson  &  Co.,  chemists,  have  removed  from 
Newport  to  Castle  Street,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  office  and  laboratory  of  Bailey's  Goutine  are  nov/ 
lccated  at  25  Three  Oak  Lane,  Tower  Bridge,  London,  S.E. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Ison,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought  the 
business  of  Mr.  J.  Goodwin,  chemist  and  druggist,  Athei- 
stone. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Muxdy,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  bought 
the  business  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Fisher,  chemist  and  druggist,. 
Leamington. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Sage,  chemist  and  druggist,  Frome,  who  is  in 
indifferent  health,  has  sold  his  business  to  Mr.  J.  E. 
Robinson,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Proudman,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Vic- 
toria. Australia,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Messrs.. 
J.  Paul  Inch  &  Co.  at  1  High  Street,  Barnstaple 


ftraoe  Botes. 


Spun  Ointments. — Mr.  Robert  Blackie,  Shen  Works. 
Tower  Bridge  Road,  London,  S.E.,  has  sent  us  samples  of 
boric  and  zinc  ointments  (excellent  galenical  products; 
made  by  a  new  process,  which  we  hope  to  refer  to  more  fully 
in  an  early  issue. 

Protected  Prices. — The  additions  to  the  P.A.T.A.  pro- 
tected list  in  December  include  :  Curexema,  Denoual's 
pine-tree  lozenges,  Dun's  capsules  (various),  geoleine. 
Golden  Samaritan  remedy,  Koko  toilet-soap,  Koko  shampoo 
soap  and  liquid,  maticure  tablets,  "R.G.P."  for  rheuma- 
tism, risiccol,  salmen,  and  varicones. 

Mitchell's  Corks. — In  a  matter  of  about  9.000  entries  in 
the  Buyers'  Guide  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary 
it  is  perhaps  only  to  be  expected  that  one  or  two  errors 
should  occur,  although  we  do  our  best  to  ensure  absolute 
accuracy.    The  only  error  that  has  been  detected  so  far  is  in 
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ihe  pagination  of  the  entry  under  "  Corks."  Messrs.  N.  W. 
Mitchell  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Bouchon  Steamworks,  32a  Eedman's 
Road,  Mile  End,  London,  E.,  who  advertise  on  p.  367,  have 
heen  wrongly  entered  in  the  Buyers'  Guide  as  567.  Will 
•our  readers  please  make  the  correction  in  their  copies  ? 

"  Wellcome's  Photogeaphic  Exposure  Record,"  pro- 
■duced  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill, 
London,  E.C.,  has  been  revised  for  1907.  It  follows  the  lines 
.of  last  year's  edition,  but  an  innovation  is  the  inclusion  of  a 
■  folding-card  for  hanging  up  in  the  dark-room,  giving 
development  factors  and  plate  equivalent  speeds.  The 
.art-green  and  canvas  binding  has  been  retained.  We  suggest 
that  the  gilding  of  the  edges  of  the  book  be  dispensed  with 
,aext  year,  as  it  is  almost  impossible  to  separate  the  pages 
cvithout  injury  to  the  leaves. 

Standard  Tablet  Prices. — An  advertisement  of  the 
.Standard  Tablet  and  Pill  Co.,  Hove,  Sussex,  is  inserted  in 
fchis  issue  (last  white-paper  page)  in  such  a  manner  that  our 
.readers  can  remove  it  and  paste  it  over  p.  288  of  the  C .  <£•  D. 
Diary,  1907.  The  company  inform  us  that  they  will  send 
free  of  charge  samples  of  their  products  of  the  retail  value 
■of  2?.  6d.  to  any  chemist  who  informs  them  that  he  has 
.cut  out  the  advertisement  and  has  pasted  it  over  p.  288, 
which  by  a  printer's  error  was  used  in  the  Diary.  This  is  as 
some  slight  recompense  for  the  trouble  taken.  It  will  be 
.noticed  that  in  several  instances  the  prices  have  been  greatly 
reduced. 

Btrtb. 


Cbemtets'  Winbows. 


Putter. — At  67  Church  Road,  Tranmere,  Birkenhead, 
on  December  21,  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Rutter,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  a  daughter. 


flDarriages. 

Nicolsok — Leckie.— At  the  Masonic  Hall,  Trinity,  on 
December  24,  by  the  Rev.  D.  Butler,  Tron  Kirk,  assisted 
foy  the  Rev.  J.  W.  M.  Williamson,  David  W.  Nicolson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Leith,  to  Agnes,  the  younger 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Leckie,  Glenholm,  Newhaven  Road, 
Edinburgh. 

Tait — Pattison.— At  9  Steel's  Place,  Morningside,  Edin- 
fourgh,  on  December  19,  by  the  Rev.  Walter  Brown,  M.A., 
fBraid  U.F.  Church,  John  Tait,  chemist  and  druggist, 
ff'orfar,  to  Agnes,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert  Pattison. 


©eatbs. 


Cowburn. — At  Manchester,  on  December  22,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Henry  Cowburn,  chemical-merchant,  aged  sixty-two. 

Hanwell. — At  Rowland  Street,  Rugby,  on  December  17, 
Mr.  Edward  Walton  Hanwell,  r.ged  seventy-nine.  Mr. 
Han  well  went  through  the  Crimean  War  as  an  Army  dis- 
(penser. 

Kermath.— At  St.  Mary's.  Montrose,  on  December  22. 
Mary  Thomson,  wife  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Kermath,  chemist  and 
druggist,  St.  Andrews. 

Ledingham. — Suddenly,  in  London,  on  December  20, 
George  Macallan  Ledingham,  aged  twenty-seven.  Mr. 
Ledingham  died  from  pneumonia.  He  was  a  native  of 
Aberdeenshire,  and  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr. 
D.  M.  Wright,  Kirkwall.  He  was  for  some  time  in  Glasgow 
and  Callander  before  going  to  London. 

Pass. — At  Knutsford,  on  December  17.  Sarah  Jane,  wife 
•of  Mr.  William  John  Warhurst  Pass,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Knutsford,  aged  forty-nine. 

Williams.— At  Newcastle  Emlyn,  on  December  7,  Mr. 
JSvan  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-six. 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  will  hold  a  musical 
and  social  evening  at  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford  Street, 
E  ondon,  W.,  at  8.30  p.m. 


The  window  which  we  reproduce  this  week  is  a  Colonial 
one,  that  of  Mr.  A.  Emslie  Durno,  Ph.C,  184  Pitt  Street, 
Sydney,  N.S.W.,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Messrs. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Bartholomew  Close, 
London,  E.C.  They  say  in  Sydney  that  they  have  some  of 
the  finest  up-to-date  pharmacies  in  the  British  Empire,  and 
Mr.  Durno's  is  one  of  the  handsomest  of  them.  Mr.  Durno 
hails  from  Fyvie,  Aberdeenshire,  and  passed  the  Minor  in 
April  1889  from  Duncan's  School,  and  the  Major  in  1891. 
Not  long  after  he  went  out  to  Australia,  and  bought  Mr. 
N.  B.  Pollard's  business  in  Sydney.  The  pharmacy  is 
spacious  and  beautifully  fitted,  while  the  windows  give 
splendid  scope  for  display.  The  one  that  we  reproduce  is 
solely  devoted  to  Evans's  antiseptic  throat-pastilles.  The 
bottles  to  the  left  are  olive  oil,  made  in  Australia. 

Another  device  sent  by  Mr.  E.  Dangerfield  is  the 
following  : 

Orange-Quinine  Wine  Pump. — This  purely  mechanical 
arrangement  had  a  great  vogue,  and  was  the  most  successful, 
from  a  selling  point 
of  view,  of  all  these 
weird  exhibitions. 
The  pump-barrel  was 
a  portion  of  a  2-oz. 
glass  syringe,  and 
the  piston  was  made 
of  tin,  with  leather- 
flap  valve  ;  "  pack- 
ing "  I.R.  rings. 
The  reservoir  was  a 
lozenge  tin  enamelled 
with  sealing-wax  red. 
The  liquid  pumped 
was  aqueous  solution 
of  orange-aniline 
dye.  The  reciprocat- 
ing-motion  of  the 
piston-rod,  etc.,  was 
naturally  obtained 
from  a  crank  turned 
by  the  geared-down 
electro-motor.  A  very 
effective  addition 
was  the  medicine- 
tumbler  mounted  in 
such  a  way  that  when 
empty  it  remained 
upright,  and  when 
nearly  full  it  suddenly  inverted,  returning  as  suddenly 
to  an  erect  position.  The  pump  was  apparently  con- 
nected with  a  2-gal.  jar  supposed  to  be  filled  with 
quinine-wine.  This  device  taxed  my  constructive  powers 
considerably:  but  many  things  may  be  accomplished  witTi 
a  tin  can,  a  pair  of  scissors,  a  lump  of  solder,  and  a  handy 
soldering-bit.  The  little  motor  (only  an  amateur  affair)  also 
had  as  much  as  it  could  do,  running  with  three  8  by  2  in. 
bichromate  cells.  I  "burnt  up''  quite  a  lot  of  zinc,  not  to 
mention  the  consumption  of  KiCHXCrO,.  The  pump-barrel 
being  of  glass,  the  valve-action  of  an  ordinary  lift-pump  could 
be  clearly  seen.  This  window  was  filled  with  dummies  wrapped 
in  ivory  demy  with  red  strap  and  bold  label. 
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©bservatlons  an£>  IReflectfons. 

By  Xeatseb. 

The  Apothecaries'  Society 

are  adopting  a  rather  novel  course 
in  submitting  their  little  Bill  to  Parliament  as  a  private 
measure.  It  is  a  rather  costly  procedure,  but  it  has  the 
advantage  of  being  sure  of  attention,  and,  besides,  it  makes 
•opposition  to  it  similarly  costly.  But,  of  course,  applicants 
for  legislation  cannot  get  anything  they  like  dealt  with  in 
this  way.  The  Speaker  and  a  Committee  on  Bills  scru- 
tinise all  Bills  very  closely,  and  sometimes  they  decide  that 
a  Bill  offered  as  a  private  Bill  must  be  treated  as  a  public 
•one,  and  occasionally  a  public  Bill  has  been  relegated  to  the 
Committees  which  have  charge  of  private  Bills.  Just  how 
to  distinguish  one  from  the  other  is  not  always  easy.  Sir 
Erskine  May  says  :  "  Bills  for  the  particular  interest  or 
'benefit  of  any  person  or  persons  are  treated  as  private 
Bills.''  But  most  Bills  partake  of  that  character  more  or 
less.  There  are,  in  fact,  often  doubts.  Elsewhere  Sir 
Erskine  May  says  :  "It  has  been  questioned  whether 
public  Acts  may  properly  be  repealed  or  amended  by  a 
private  Bill."  But  this  has  been  done  not  infrequently. 
It  is  "  the  scope  and  nature  and  degree  of  the  amendment  " 
which  has  to  be  considered.  The  Apothecaries'  Society  do 
propose  to  amend  a  public  Act,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  any 
objection  to  their  procedure  will  be  taken.  Their  Bill  is 
really  in  the  nature  of  one  authorising  the  change  of  a 
name.  There  is  no  chance  that  our  Pharmacy  Bill  could  be 
put  through  in  the  same  way,  but  it  is  not  impossible  that 
the  Bill  which  became  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  might  have 
been  passed  in  this  manner. 
The  Year  1906 

deserves  a  grateful  line  as  it  retires  into  his- 
tory. Peace,  progress,  and  prosperity  have  characterised 
it  generally  throughout  the  civilised  world.  Phenomenal 
sunshine  poured  upon  this  northern  hemisphere  through 
the  summer — and  sunshine  is  wealth.  Trade  has  been 
growing  by  millions  monthly,  and  the  6  per  cent.  Bank  rate 
with  which  the  year  closes  is  mainly  due  to  the  demands  of 
merchants  and  manufacturers  for  capital  to  cope  with  their 
expanding  business.  How  much  of  the  national  prosperity 
has  filtered  down  to  our  little  pharmaceutical  patch  it  is 
not  possible  to  estimate,  but  there  are  grounds  for  believing 
that  the  majority  even  of  chemists  and  druggists  have  done 
a  little  better  this  year  than  in  recent  previous  years.  May 
the  impetus  thus  started  in  1906  be  accelerated  in  1907. 

How  to  Improve  Things 

is  what  "  Haust.  Purgans  "  sets  him- 
self to  tell  us.  It  is  a  little  disappointing  to  find  that  he  has 
nothing  more  original  to  advise  than  Combination  and  Or- 
ganisation. Hundreds  of  our  reformers,  one  after  another, 
have  discovered  that  if  only  everybody  else  would  think 
as  they  do  and  work  for  the  one  end  they  think  important, 
the  day  of  glory  would  have  dawned.  If  all  qualified 
assistants  would  refuse  to  serve  the  stores,  their  dispensing- 
departments  would  have  to  be  shut  up  ;  if  all  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  vote  for  better  men  on 
its  Council,  we  should  get  a  better  Council ;  if  all  doctors 
would  cease  to  dispense,  we  should  get  more  dispensing  to 
do ;  if  all  the  crows  in  the  world  were  to  assemble  in  Cannon 
Street,  it  would  look  pretty  black.  But  it  is  of  no  use  to 
pioceed_  on  hopeless  hypotheses.  Nor  is  machine-made 
■'organisation"  much  more  effective.  Council  speakers 
go  to  meetings  and  talk  mysteriously  about  the  secret 
organising-work  they  are  doing  at  Bloomsbury,  and  hint  at 
how  one  day  a  button  is  going  to  be  touched  and  a  demon- 
stration of  the  Forces  of  Pharmacy  is  to  follow  like  that 
of  the  Clan  Alpine  warriors  true  who  sprang  out  of  the 
heather  on  the  signal  given  by  Roderick  Dhu.  "Haust. 
Purgans  "  is  no  doubt  right  in  his  suggestion  that  the  mili- 


tant pharmacists  of  Great  Britain  who  figure  at  the  con- 
ferences, the  association-meetings,  the  dinners,  and  even 
at  the  whist-drives,  are  really  but  a  sort  of  stage  army  in 
which  the  same  soldiers  appear  again  and  again.  We  can 
organise  that  army,  but  it  will  not  frighten  anyone. 
Even  the  suffragettes  get  more  attention  than  pharmacists 
can  command,  complains  "  Haustus."  Naturally,  for  there 
are  scores  of  them  willing  to  spend  Christmas  in  gaol  for  the 
sake  of  their  cause.  Going  to  prison  is  not  yet  one  of  the 
privileges  of  Divisional  Secretaries,  and  before  it  becomes 
one  it  will  be  as  well  for  the  Head  Centre  to  resolve  on  a 
permanent  policy.  Three  plans  of  campaign  in  nine  months 
is  not  the  sort  of  stuff  to  suffer  for.    To  form  a 

Chemists'  Trade  Union 

is  "  Haustus's  "  final  suggestion.  The 
medical  journals  report  that  Sir  Victor  Horsley  has  been 
preaching  a  similar  doctrine  to  doctors  at  Sheffield.  He  sees 
nothing  to  object  to  in  the  term  and  much  to  desire  in  the 
thing.  Prominent  among  the  aims  of  his  trade  union  is  the 
suppression  of  the  counter-practice  of  chemists  ;  "  a  very 
important,  a  vitally  important  question  "  is  how  he  describes 
this.  It  is  ;  and  not  to  doctors  only.  It  is  not  an  urgent 
question  just  now,  however.  For  the  moment  it  is  more 
pressing  to  learn  just  how  to  associate  ourselves  into  a  legal 
trade  union.  For  that  form  of  combination  presents  an 
almost  too  seductive  aspect  to  people  with  enemies.  Par- 
liament has  just  enacted  that  no  court  of  law  shall  entertain 
any  action  against  a  trade  union,  whether  composed  of 
masters  or  workmen,  or  against  any  members  or  officials 
thereof,  in  respect  of  any  tortious  act  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  by  or  on  behalf  of  that  trade  union.  Revenge  is 
sweet,  and  liberty  to  commit  all  kinds  of  tortious  acts  and, 
as  Macbeth  said,  to  "trammel  up  the  consequences  "  is  a 
luxury  which  must  not  be  neglected. 

Chemists'  /  ssociations 

fulfil  an  important  function  in  phar- 
maceutical politics,  for  they  offer  the  only  available  expres- 
sion of  trade  opinion.  It  often  happens  that  this  expression 
is  a  little  too  unanimous  to  be  relied  upon,  and  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  at  association-meetings  would  sometimes  be 
more  valuable  if  care  had  been  taken  to  have  both  sides 
of  a  question  fairly  presented,  and  the  votes  taken  after 
full  and  frank  discussion.  Moreover,  those  who  know  the 
localities  and  the  meetings  where  these  resolutions  are  pro- 
duced have  been  known  to  smile  when  they  see  them 
paraded  as  the  opinion  of  the  comprehensively  described 
district  which  the  Association  professes  to  represent.  It 
remains  the  fact,  however,  that  these  resolutions  are  the 
nearest  approach  we  can  get  to  local  views  on  a  given  ques- 
tion, short  of  a  personal  plebiscite,  such  as  the  C.  <£•  D.  ha9 
sometimes  taken,  and  there  is  evidence  that  during  the  past 
few  years  at  least  some  associations  have  been  developing  a 
more  actually  representative  character  than  the  majority 
of  them  have  been  able  to  claim  in  the  past.  From  this 
point  of  view 

The  Census  of  Chemists  Associations 

published  in  the  new 
C.  cfc  D.  Diary  is  of  considerable  interest.  The  membership 
of  many  of  the  associations  is  there  returned  in  figures 
which  look  rather  suspiciously  round.  For  instance,  there 
are  three  with  exactly  100,  and  two  with  precisely  200 
members.  But  if  the  numbers  reported  are  even  approxi- 
mately correct,  they  show  that  in  a  great  many  places  the 
subscribers  must  fairly  represent  the  trade  of  the  locality. 
Note,  for  instance — to  take  a  few  at  random — Bournemouth 
with  forty  members,  Cheltenham  with  sixty,  and  Worcester 
with  forty.  A  column  showing  the  average  attendance  at 
the  meetings  would  be  a  useful  addition,  but  this  is  perhaps 
more  than  even  an  editor  dare  ask  for.  My  casting  of  the 
number  of  all  the  members  of  all  the  associations  (which  I 
dare  not  confidently  guarantee)  brings  out  a  grand  total  of 
3,438.  Deducting,  say,  1,000  for  assistants,  ladies,  dead- 
heads, and  subscribers  to  more  than  one  association,  we 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  about  one-fourth  of  the  chemists 
in  business  in  this  country  are  included  among  the  associa- 
tions ;  a  larger  proportion  than  I  should  have  guessed  un- 
aided, but  a  figure  which  still  indicates  abundant  room  for 
expansion. 
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MILO 


FOOD 


DISINFECTANTS. 

€IK  "Sanitas"  Co.,  £im., 

Exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
famous  Non-poisonous 

"8ANITAS"  PREPARATIONS. 

Also  Make  and  Deal  In 

"Bactox,"  "  Creocide,"     Okol,"  "Soldls,"  "  Pines," 
"Klngzett's  Patent   Sulphur   Fumlg-ating  Candles,"' 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Sulphugators," 
"  Formic  Lamps," 
"Formic  Fumlgators,"  "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kinvsett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer. 
"  Sulphume,"  and  "  Burnet's  Smoke  Tests," 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash, 
"  Sanitai "  Pamphlet  and  "  How  to  Disinfect  "  Book  tent  free. 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


Write 
for 
LIST 


H 


ASSURES   PURE  WATER. 

THE  ONLY  FILTERS  AWARDED  CRAND  PRIX,  PARIS,  1900. 
THE 

PASTEUR 
FILTER 

OFFICIAL  GOVERNMENT  STATEMENT— 

"  Wherever  the  Pasteur  Filter  has  been 
applied  Typhoid  Fever  has  disappeared." 

J.   DEFRIES  &  SONS,  Limited. 

14fi  &  147,  HOUNDSDiTCH,  LONDON,  E.C. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Haymarket,    LONDON,  S,W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCHxCERMAN 

proprietaryMEDICINES 


PRICE   LIST   ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


PUREST  IN  ENGLAND, 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA.  POTASH,  LEMONADE. 
GINGER  ALE,  &c. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 


Carriage  Paid,  by 


R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO. 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Analysis,  &cM  on 
Application. 


WATERS 


West  End  Agent's,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  Smith  Andlev  Street,  \V. ' 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Meivliiurts ,  Hotels,  its, 


NESTLE  &  ANGLO-SWISS  CONDENSED  MILK  CO., 

6  &  8  EA8TCHEAP-  E.C 


CAUTION. 

It  having:  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

Proprietors  of 
STEEDMAN'S  SOOTHING  POWDERS 
that  persons  representing-  themselves  to  be 
authorized  travellers  of  the  firm  are  offering: 
for  sale  spurious  powders,  Steedman  &  Co. 
beg-  to  caution  the  trade  ag-ainst  buying; 
from  such  persons. 


STEEDMAN  &  CO.  EMPLOY  NO  TRAVELLERS. 


Editorial  Comments. 


Experience  of  1 906. 

British  pharmacy  is  a  wide  subject,  and  when  one  comes  to 
treat  of  it  in  view  of  the  events  of  1906  the  dome  of  St. 
Paul's,  on  which  we  look  out,  seems  the  centre  of  a  circum- 
ference whose  radius  dips  into  the  Southern  Cross  and  the 
light  of  the  polar  sbar,  and  stretches  from  the  rising  sun  in 
the  Orient  to  the  setting  sun  far  west  at  Vancouver.  Within 
these  confines  a  pharmacy  law  more  or  less  common  dominates 
all  the  groups  which  make  up  British  pharmacy,  the  Great 
Britain  Act  of  1868  being  the  starting-point  of  most  of 
them,  and  the  predominant  feature  of  1906  in  several  parts 
of  the  Empire  has  been  dissatisfaction  of  retail  chemists  with 
the  law.  In  Australia  there  have  been  more  than  one  effort- 
to  get  emendation;  in  Canada  indications  of  insufficiency 
have  arisen ;  but  in  the  home  country,  chiefly,  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  pharmaceutical  authority  have  attempted  to 
get  Parliament  to  amend  the  1868  Act  in  important  particu- 
lars. The  failure  of  these  measures  of  retrogression  and 
reform,  has  so  recently  been  mentioned,  that  it  almost  feels 
superfluous  to  write  of  the  measures.  This  may,  however, 
be  done  briefly  with  profit. 

A  General  Electiox 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  January  gave  the  Parlia^ 
mentary  Committee   of    the   Pharmaceutical  Council  the 


December  29,  1906 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


967 


•opportunity  of  addressing  candidates,  through  chemists  and 
divisional  secretaries,  in  regard  to  the  proposals  contained  in 
the  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  statement  issued  regarding  the 
Bill  set  forth  that  the  1868  Act  insists  that  the  owner  of  a 
chemist's  business  shall  be  a  qualified  chemist ;  but  the 
House  of  Lords'  decision  in  1880  freed  limited  companies 
from  the  majority  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  This  com- 
pany question  was  cogently  argued  as  being  the  chief  reason 
for  amending  the  law,  and  the  other  purposes  of  the  Bill — 
(1)  reservation  of  the  dispensing  of  physicians'  prescrip- 
tions to  qualified  persons,  (2)  qualified  management  of  all 
chemists'  shops,  (3)  reciprocity  of  pharmaceutical  qualifi- 
cations within  the  Empire,  and  (4)  a  compulsory  curriculum 
— were  lightly  touched  upon.  The  time  was  particu- 
larly good  for  presenting  the  whole  case  to  potential 
members  of  Parliament,  and,  thanks  to  the  zealous  work  of 
chemists,  the  Committee  were  able  to  report  to  the  Council 
in  February  that  out  of  the  566  members  returned  to  Parlia- 
ment 330  had  been  reported  to  be  in  favour  of  the  Council's 
Bill,  and  only  nineteen  were  hostile  to  it.  Several  of  the 
217  members  whose  views  had  not  then  been  ascertained 
subsequently  indicated  agreement  with  the  professed  amerid.- 
ment  of  the  law.  Pharmacy  was  also  exceptionally  for- 
tunate in  having  two  pharmacists  returned  to  Parliament— 
viz.,  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  and  Mr.  Richard  Winfrey— and 
when  the  Pharmacy  Bill  was  introduced  on  February  28,  Mr'. 
Winfrey  (who  had  been  appointed  a  private  secretary  to  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  took 
charge  of  it,  Mr.  Idris,  Sir  Henry  Kimber,  Mr.  Heaton, 
Mr.  Gibb,  Mr.  Remnant,  Mr.  Griffith,  Mr.  Crooks,  Mr. 
Cowan,  Mr.  Gulland,  and  Mr.  O'Malley  (representatives 
of  every  party  in  the  House  of  Commons)  acting  as  backers. 
Exactly  eight  days  after  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  the 
Government  brought  into  the  House  of  Lords 

A  Bill  to  Regulate  the  Sale  of  Poisons 
and  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act,  which,  as  regards  the  poisons 
provisions,  applied  to  Ireland  as  well  as  to  Great  Britain. 
It  contained  a  concession  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
(London),  in  so  far  as  provision  was  made  (1)  for  chemists' 
shop-management  by  quahned  persons  ;  (2)  it  brought  com- 
panies within  the  purview  of  the  Act  (permitting  them  to 
use  the  title  conditionally)  ;  (3)  adopted  the  Council's  pro- 
posal to  institute  a  curriculum  ;  and  (4)  repealed  the  schedules 
of  poisons,  instituting  another  in  their  place.  From  the 
<  hemist's  point  of  view  the  more  objectionable  provisions 
were  the  last  and  a  proposal  to  relieve  persons  selling  poisons 
lor  agricultural  and  horticultural  purposes  from  the  penal- 
ties of  the  1868  Act,  The  first  and  last  chance  of  the  Phar- 
macy Bill  progressing  in  the  House  of  Commons  came  on 
March  15  on  the  motion  for  second  reading,  but  Mr.  Claude 
Hay  talked  it  out.  On  March  20  the  Government  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  it  passed  the 
Committee  stage  on  April  5,  amendments  moved  by  Lord 
Crewe  and  others  being  made.    These  comprised  : 

Amendment  of  the  Agricultural  Poisons  Clause  to  ensure 
that  in  granting  licences  it.  shall  be  considered  whether  the 
?'£lsonik-  le  requirements  of  the  district  are  already  satisfied, 
(the effect  would  be  that  if  there  were  a  chemist  in  the 
district,  an  unqualified  person  would  not  get  the  licence  ] 

Amendment  of  the  companies'  clause  to  prevent  their  use 
ot  the  title  "chemist." 
The  clause  applying  the  Bill  to  Ireland  deleted, 
-ine  schedule  of  poisons  amended. 
There  were  several  other  amendments  of  minor  importance 
So  far  the  influence  of  chemists  had  swav.    Mr  Robinson 
President  of  the  British  Society,  by  his  knowledge  of  legis- 
lators and  their  acquaintance  with  him,  proved  a  tower  of 
strength  to  his  colleagues  such  as  they  have  not  had  for  a 
generation ;  and  Dr.  Walsh,  President  of  the  Irish  Society, 
with  Mr.  Wells,  an  ex-President,  secured  in  a  few  hours 


a  good  measure  of  support  for  their  views  which  proved 
how  valuable  the  Irish  are  as  Parliamentary  allies.  In  the 
Standing  Committee  on  May  8  a  widows'  clause  was  inserted 
in  the  Bill,  and  several  textual  amendments  were  made 
without  alteration  of  the  main  principles  of  the  Bill.  But 
the  pharmaceutical  success  was  short-lived.  When  the  re- 
port stage  of  the  Bill  was  reached  on  May  11,  Lord  Ebury. 
Chairman  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores,  moved  amendments 
whittling  down  the  company  proposals  to  suit  the  'companies, 
and  beat  the  Government,  Lord  Lawrence  did  the  same 
on  the  7"":,!,h  clause,  having  it  again  extended  to  Ireland. 
The  Loras  passed  the  Bill  on  May  22,  Lord  Crewe  succeed- 
ing in  repairing  somewhat  the  ravages  of  Lord  Ebury.  In 
the  House  of  Commons  it  never  reached  a  second  reading, 
an  Education  Bill  and  other  highly  contentious  measures 
preventing  the  Government  proceeding  with  the  strongly 
opposed  minor  Bills,  and  the  Poisons  Bill  was  one  of  them. 
Since  the  failure  of  the  two,  Mr.  Winfrey  and  Mr.  Idris 
(happily  recovered  from  an  almost  fatal  motor-accident, 
which  kept  him  from  his  Parliamentary  duties  for  several 
months)  have  conferred  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Council, 
and  the  plan  of  campaign  for  1907  has  been  roughly  out- 
lined. The  Pharmacy  Bill  will  again  be  introduced,  and  an 
effort  will  be  made  to  get  a  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  whole  question  of  pharmacy  and  poisons  law. 

The  Lessons  Taught 
during  the  twelve  months'  Parliamentary  action  deserve 
attention.    We  may  put  these  concisely  in  a  few  para- 
graphs : 

First.  Disunion  amongst  registered  chemists  has  been  con- 
spicuous by  its  absence.  The  Pharmaceutical  Societies 
hav>-.  In  their  Parliamentary  endeavours,  had  the  support 
of  the  rank  and  file,  and  criticism  has  been  confined  to 
those  who  called  for  greater  energy. 

Second.  Chemists  have  once  more  demonstrated  that  their 
strength  suffices  to  prevent  legislation  by  the  Government 
in  a  direction  contrary  to  their  interests  and  statutory 
precedents. 

Third.  In  their  tactics  of  the  year  chemists  have  failed  to 
get  more  than  the  sympathy  of  M.P.'s  with  their  scheme  of 
legislation  on  the  company  question,  and  the  ear  of  Parlia- 
ment is  inattentive  to  anything  in  the  nature  of  protection 
for  chemists  as  individual  traders. 

Fourth.  Besides  several  minor  trading  interests,  chemists 
have  to  rank  as  opposed  to  them  in  legislation  on  the  Phar- 
macy Bill  lines  (1)  the  Privy  Council's  permanent  officers. 
(2)  a  strong  phalanx  of  members  of  both  Houses  who  sup- 
port the  companies,  with  all  the  pecuniary  resources  and 
influence  of  these  companies,  (3)  a  party  which  in  promoting 
the  packet-poison  policy  is  backed  by  more  than  one  Gov- 
ernment department,  and  (4)  unqualified  drug  traders  who 
are  eager  to  get  statutory  recognition  of  some  kind. 

We  do  not  elaborate  these  points,  but  simply  give  them 
as  things  which  are  and  which  will  be  in  1907  as  strong  in 
influence  as  they  have  been  this  year.  One  point,  how- 
ever, should  be  emphasised.  This  year  the  aspirations  of 
registered  chemists  have  been  centred  upon  the  restriction 
of  their  title  to  individuals,  this  being  in  the  belief  that  in- 
dividual chemists  will  be  benefited  if  the  law  is  changed  so 
that  existing  companies  will  be  required  within  a  prescribed 
period  to  cease  using  the  title,  and  companies  registered 
after  the  Bill  is  passed  may  not  use  it.  This  is  extremely 
problematical.  Too  little  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  fact  that  pharmacy  is  welded  to  the  retail  drilg 
trade.  Parliament  has  not,  and  will  not,  legislate  in  the 
direction  of  restricting  the  trading  element,  except  in  re- 
gard to  the  sale  and  dispensing  of  poisons.  The  Privy 
Council  gave  forcible  expression  to  this  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  when  in  a  published  statement  they  said  that  they 
could  only  regard  the  1852  title  (pharmaceutical  chemist) 
as  professional,  and  that  the  1868  one  (chemist  and  druggist) 
is  a  trading  designation.  Unpalatable  as  this  assertion  is. 
there  is  a  basis  of  truth  to  it ;  the  professional  nature  of 
the  chemist's  and  druggist's  qualification  is  the  creation 
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since  1868  of  events  outside  Parliament.  It  is  well  that  this 
should  be  recognised,  for  there  is  a  possibility  of  spoiling 
the  case  by  seeking  protection  of  rights  which  do  not  exist, 
rather  than  asking  extension  of  rights  which  are  merited  by 
superior  qualification.  Should  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  matter,  the  following  points  will 
likely  be  taken  : 

(1)  Whether  the  1868  Act  is  sufficiently  elastic  in  respect 
to  the  sale  of  poisons  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
present  day. 

(2)  How  far  have  the  provisions  of  Section  6  of  the  Act 
modified  the  statutory  intentions  in  respect  to  the  sale  of 

poisons  ? 

(3)  If  company  trading  for  the  purposes  of  the  1868  Act  is 
not  prejudicial  to  the  public,  what  means  should  be  taken 
to  ensure  that  the  business  of  such  companies  shall  have 
qualified  control  equal  to  that  of  individual  proprietors  ? 

(4)  How  may  the  intentions  of  the  1852  Act  to  provide 
the  public  with  a  class  of  professional  pharmacists  be  made 
more  effective  ?  Should  these  intentions  be  extended  to 
chemists  and  druggists  who  have  qualified  as  pharmacists 
by  passing  the  Minor  examination  ? 

(5)  Should  the  dispensing  of  medical  prescriptions  be 
entrusted  in  Great  Britain  to  qualified  persons,  as  in 
Ireland  ? 

(6)  _  Is  a  collegiate  curriculum  in  scientific  subjects  re- 
quisite for  persons  (a)  engaged  in  retailing  poisons, 
ib)  engaged  in  compounding  poisons  and  dispensing  medical 
prescriptions  ? 

(7)  Is  it  desirable  to  institute  a  central  authority  for  the 
administration  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Acts,  to  be 
composed  of  district  representatives  of  those  registered 
thereunder,  and  persons  appointed  by  the  Government  ?  If 
not,  how  can  the  amicable  co-operation  of  the  present  ad- 
ministrators (the  Privy  and  Pharmaceutical  Councils)  be 
best  secured  ? 


Good  Fortune  for  1907. 

We  cordially  wish  all  our  friends  in  the  trade  a  very 
Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year.  Last  week  and  this 
the  following  houses  in  the  trade  have  extended  seasonable 
greetings  to  them  : 


Adley,  Tolkien  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd. 
Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson.  Ltd. 
Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co. 
Brand  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Berdoe  &  Fish 
F.  C.  Calvert  &  Co. 
A.  S.  Cartwright,  Ltd. 
A.  H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Daisy,  Ltd. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb. 
Ltd. 

Erasmic  Co.,  Ltd. 
Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co. 
J.  H.  Haywood 
R.  Hovenden  &  Sons,  Ltd. 
Ilearon,   Squire  &  Francis, 
Ltd. 


E.  E.  Jackson 
Koko-Maricopas  Co.,  Ltd. 
G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd. 
Leath  &  Ross 

Metropolitan     College  of 

Pharmacy 
J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co. 
Francis   Newbery   &  Sons, 

Ltd. 
Orridge  &  Co. 
Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co. 
Oppenheimcr,    Son  &  Co., 

Ltd. 

Papier  Poudre,  Ltd. 
Patey  &  Co. 
T.  &'  H.  Smith,  Ltd. 
Wright,  Layman  &  Umney, 
Ltd. 


LTpon  the  threshold  of  another  year, 

When  strife  and  turbulence  of  life  are  stilled, 

And  business-men  each  other  greet,  unchilled 

By  thought  of  profits  or  the  haunting  fear 

Of  under-cutting — product  of  th'  Unskilled 

And  warper  of  commercial  morality — 

We  send  to  every  pharmacist  good  cheer, 

Our  greetings  (like  our  goods)  of  honest  quality  ; 

Our  wishes  from  the  heart,  and  not  a  mere 

Lip-serving  and  obsequient  formality. 

For  know  we  not  our  friends ;  know  us  they  must, 

And  everything  (except  our  goods)  is  dear 

From  long  association.    Mutual  trust 

Ensuring  each 

A  Prosperous  New  Year. 


A  Year's  Progress. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  events  of  the  year,  it  is  worth 
noting  that  the  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians,  which  was 
founded  in  1904,  has  grown  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner, 


the  number  of  members  being  now  well  over  300.  Members 
of  the  Council  of  the  Society  have  taken  part  in  various 
movements  in  the  optical  world.  The  Spectacle-makers' 
Company  introduced  the  Sight-testing  Opticians  Bill  in  the 
House  of  Lords  in  April,  but  the  Bill  was  abandoned,  owing 
to  the  disagreement  it  provoked  in  the  optical  trade.  The 
dissension  was  mainly  in  regard  to  the  dominating  power 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  S.M.C.  After  much  wrangling 
a  via  media  has  at  last  been  discovered.  Through  the  efforts 
of  a  Peace  Committee,  which  organised  a  conference,  the 
British  Optical  Association  and  the  Spectacle-makers'  Com-'" 
pany  will  probably  be  able  to  present  a  united  front  in 
future  attempts  to  promote  optical  legislation.  The  atti- 
tude of  a  section  of  the  medical  profession  on  this  matter 
is  far  from  satisfactory,  but  among  the  better  class  of 
oculists  the  reasonableness  of  organising  opticians  is  well 
recognised,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these,  the  wiser  influences, 
will  eventually  prevail  over  the  noisier  section.  As  a  side- 
line to  the  chemists'  business  the  supply  of  spectacles  con- 
tinues to  attract,  while  the  examination-results  of  the 
Spectacle-makers'  Company  show  a  higher  proportion  of 
passes  of  chemist-opticians  than  in  previous  years. 

Beef  Preparations  in  Tins. 

Some  time  ago  we  reported  an  action  in  regard  to  essence 
of  beef  which  had  been  returned  from  South  Africa  and 
sold  as  war  stores.  It  was  proved  to  have  gone  wrong  in 
some  way,  but,  except  that  it  was  unfit  for  consumption, 
little  leaked  out  about  it.  Now  we  seem  to  be  getting  near 
the  truth,  another  consignment  having  been  stopped  at 
Southampton  last  July  by  the  medical  officers  of  health 
there,  and  Dr.  George  S.  Buchanan,  the  recently  appointed 
Inspector  of  Foods,  a  newly  constituted  sub-department  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  was  deputed  to  inquire  into 
the  matter.  His  report  has  just  been  published.  The  con- 
signment stopped  at  Southampton  consisted  of  39,000  tins 
of  meat  essences,  all  of  English  manufactui-e,  and  varying 
in  age  from  about  four  to  seven  years.  The  contents  of  the 
tins  were  so  altered  from  the  normal  appearance  of  fresh 
meat  essences  that  they  were  pronounced  to  be  unsound 
and  unfit  for  administration  to  invalids.  This  view  of  the 
case  was  communicated  to  the  firm  which  had  imported  the 
consignment ;  and  arrangements  were  made  by  which  the 
whole  of  the  essences  were  destroyed  under  Dr.  Lauder's 
supervision.  Complete  justification  for  this  course  is  shown 
in  a  second  part  of  the  report,  contributed  by  Dr.  Schryver 
(formerly  of  the  Wellcome  Chemical  Research  Labora- 
tories), who  found  little  change  in  the  nitrogenous  consti- 
tuents of  the  essences,  but  detected  tin  in  all  the  samples 
examined,  and  in  one  of  these  the  amount  of  tin  contained 
was  equal  to  21.87  grains  in  the  pound,  and  was  enough  to 
give  rise  to  acute  poisoning.  The  contamination  was  derived 
from  the  receptacles  in  which  the  essences  had  been  con- 
tained, and  its  extent  was  probably  largely  due  to  long 
keeping  in  contact  with  the  metal  and  to  other  unusual 
conditions  to  which  the  essences  had  been  exposed.  The 
contamination  made  the  essences  quite  unsuitable  for  use, 
and  the  question  arises  whether  tins  should  be  used  at  all 
for  preparations  of  this  nature.  Glass  jars  are  more  desir- 
able containers,  and  modern  aseptic  methods  of  bottling 
suffice  to  ensure  freedom  from  bacterial  contamination. 
What  is  Essence  of  Lemon  ? 

In  Canada  some  efforts  have  been  made  in  the  Laboratory 
of  the  Inland  Revenue  Department  to  arrive  at  a  standard 
for  extract  of  lemon — the  equivalent  of  essence  of  lemon  in 
Great  Britain.  The  authorities  collected  110  samples  of  the 
commercial  product  and  endeavoured  to  find  out  the  average 
amount  of  oil  of  lemon  in  the  various  specimens.  The 
analyst's  report  implies  that  there  should  be  no  essential 
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difference  between  extract  of  lemon  and  the  pharmacopoeia! 
tincture  of  lemon,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  latter  "is  em- 
ployed chiefly  or  solely  for  flavouring-purposes."  There  is 
further,  a  statement  that  it  is  impossible  to  prepare  a 
genuine  extract  of  lemon  without  the  use  of  strong  alcohol 
The  greater  part  of  the  samples  had  an  alcoholic  strength 
below  40  to  50  per  cent.,  thirty-five  being  in  the  20  to  30  per 
cent,  class.  Only  two  were  made  with  90-per-cent.  alcohol 
The  report  states  that  tincture  of  lemon  B.P.  is  practically 
unknown  to  Canadian  trade,  a  solution  of  lemon  oil  being 
■  used  instead.  Most  of  the  samples  contained  below  1  per 
cent,  of  lemon  oil,  but  two  had  6  per  cent.  The  results  are 
set  out  in  detail  in  a  table,  and  as  there  is  no  standard  for 
extract  of  lemon,"  it  is  added  that  "it  is  impossible  to 
declare  any  of  these  samples  adulterated."  The  result  is 
creditable  to  the  analyst,  as  in  other  cases  the  analyst 
evolves  a  standard  and  condemns  samples  which  do  not  come 
up  to  it.  _  Possibly  "  extract  of  lemon  "  is  a  recognised  ex- 
pression m  Canada  for  a  flavouring-essence,  but  in  Great 
Britain  the  term  is  not  used-essence  of  lemon  for  flavouring- 
purposes  being  either  oil  of  lemon  or  a  solution  of  oil  of 
lemon  in  rectified  spirit.  A  strength  of  2  per  cent,  of  oil 
ol  lemon  in  spirit  is  usual. 

mi     , ,   'band's  First  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  oldest  medical  document  in  the  ancient  Norse  lan- 
guage is  the  "  Icelandic  Pharmacopoeia  "  of  the  thirteenth 
century.  The  original  document,  according  to  the  "  Tids 
sknft  for  Kemi  og  Farmaci,"  forms  part  of  the  Arnamagnae 
collection  of  manuscripts  in  the  Koyal  library  in  Copen- 
hagen. It  consists  of  five  octavo  pages;  the  contents  are 
written  m  a  very  clear,  lucid  style  for  the  use  of  the  people 
It  was  intended  as  a  book  of  counsel  to  which  they  could 
go  m  times  of  illness  or  accident,  and  belongs  to  the  class 
of  literature  termed  "  Old  wives'  books."  It  contains  fifty- 
one  prescriptions  for  all  kinds  of  ailments  enumerated  with- 
out any  attempt  at  order.  The  remedies  were  drawn  mostly 
from  plants,  some  from  the  animal,  and  but  few  from  the 
mineral  kingdom.    To  present-day  ideas  the  prescriptions 

sr  ^%:iwienrgr.evolting  character' as  wiu  be  ^* 

biL°  •tacbnr0t5CthJTeg.Tak0  a  C°Ck  With  ifS  on,  and 

For  a  fat  stomach,  take  rvo  bread  bronT-  U  ~- 

RFDoratbiadnSry/°WUr  u'**  *  M 

The  document  affords  an  interesting  insight  into  the  Ice 

X  'IZ  °f  Pel'i0d-  Menti°n  is  made  of  fch^llow- 
fLP7  fentaurea    Cyanus,     Verbena  officinalis 

Pin  XL  I  ?  •  '  f*  tinCt°ria'  VCratrl'm  °lb™> 
i  nnpuiclla  Saxifraga,  and  Salvia  officinalis.    As  in  the 

penod  when  this  document  was  written  the  art  of  healing 

was  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  monks,  it  was  in  theif 

tTrn  H  that  m°St  °f  the  P'ants  for  niedi«nal  use 
were  cultivated,  as  scarcely  any  of  those  enumerated  grow 
wild  on  the  island.  The  "mecon"  mentioned  in  the  docu- 
ment can  only  refer  to  Papaver  somniferum,  especially  cul- 
tivated, as  only  the  yellow  Papaver  nudicaule  is  to  be  found 
growing  wild  in  Iceland.    To  the  present  day  the  finest 


gardens  are  to  be  found  on  the  sites  of  former  monastery 
gardens,  and  it  is  in  great  measure  to  English  monks  that 
Iceland  owes  the  introduction  of  fruit-trees  and  cultivated 
plants. 

Gn>p0m  treatment  of  Cancer. 

IT  will  be  remembered  that  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
for  January  27  of  this  year  we  gave  a  risume  of  the 
work  of  Dr.  John  Beard  and  Dr.  J.  A.  Shaw-Mackenzie 
on  the  use  of  pancreatic  ferments  in  the  treatment  of 
cancer.    We  also  in  the  same  issue  quoted  the  exact  direc- 
tions for  treatment  which  Dr.  Shaw-Mackenzie  communi- 
cated to  the  "British  Medical  Journal,"  and  Mr.  F.  W. 
Gamble,  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  gave  a  note  about 
the  experimental  work  he  had  been  conducting,  in  connection 
with  Dr.  Shaw-Mackenzie,  which  led  up  to  the  definite  use 
of  trypsin  by  the  mouth  and  by  injection.    For  a  few 
weeks  after  that  a  spirited  correspondence  took  place  in 
our  columns  between  Dr.  Beard  and  Dr.  Shaw-Mackenzie 
as  to  who  originated  or  first  began  the  treatment  of  cancer 
with  trypsin.    We  need  not  enter  into  this,  but  the  con- 
clusion which  most  people  will  arrive  at  is  that  each  inves- 
tigator contributed  a  valuable  part  of  the  work  which  has 
led  to  definite  scientific  treatment  of  cancer  by  a  new 
method.    We  are  reminded  of  all  this  by  a  somewhat  sen- 
sational series  of  articles  that  have  been  appearing  in  the 
"Pall  Mall  Gazette."    The  series  began  on  December  10 
by  an  article  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Saleeby,  M.D.,  entitled,  "  The 
Approaching  Conquest  of  Cancer."    This  article^  which 
was  hurriedly  written,  breathed  somewhat  of  the  fever  of 
Archimedes  when  he  discovered  the  principle  of  specific 
gravity,  the  writer  stating  that  it  had  been  written  on 
Sunday  afternoon  and  that  the  editor  was  not  to  delay 
publication  by  sending  proofs  to  the  author  for  correction. 
The  article  referred  to  two  cases  of  cancer  which  had  been 
cured  in  New  York  by  the  use  of  trypsin  "  as  recommended' 
by  Dr.  Beard."    The  "P.M.G."  followed  up  the  matter 
for  some  days  with  articles  in  leaded  type,  but  with  not 
much  fresh  information.    It  seems  that  that  journal  early 
grasped  the  fact  that  the  medical  profession  would  be- 
inclined  to  throw  cold  water  on  any  medical  treatment 
which  was  advocated  by  a  lay  newspaper.    This  is  a  fairly 
correct  interpretation  of  the  medical  view,  but  in  this  case 
there  was  not  the  startling  novelty  in  treatment  which  the 
P.M.G."  suspected.    The  trypsin  treatment  has  been 
used  for  some  time,  but  so  far  the  results  have  not  been 
quite  so  definite  as  one  would  wish.    Why  good  results  have 
not  resulted  in  every  case  is  being  investigated  in  many 
clinics.    The   "  P.M.G."    subsequently   published  inter- 
views with  medical  men  and  others  connected  with  the 
great  London  hospitals,  and  Dr.  Saleeby  called  attention  £o 
the  fact  that  in  the  Bradshaw  lecture  at  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons — "Modern  Methods  of  Treating  Cancer" — 
the  trypsin  treatment  was  not  mentioned.    The  "British 
Medical  Journal"  had  an  article  on  Dr.  Saleeby  in  the 
issue  for  December  15,  in  which  the  enthusiastic  M.D.  came 
in  for  not  a  little  sarcasm,  as  was  to  be  expected  from  a 
journal  which  holds  above  everything  else  that  anyone  out- 
side the  charmed  circle  must  not  meddle  with  medicine. 
An  echo  of  the  C,  cb  D.  controversy  as  to  the  priority  in  the 
discovery  and  application  of  trypsin  for  cancer  appeared 
in  the  "P.M.G."  of  December  17  in  a  letter  from  the 
correspondent,  and  the  editor  was  on  his  part  putting  stress 
on  the  necessity  for  freshness  in  the  trypsin  solution,  it 
having  been  suggested  that  inactivity  of  the  trypsin  ferment 
was  the  cause  of  the  failures.    Dr.  Beard  stepped  in  on 
December  18  and  highly  praised  the  Fairchild  preparations, 
which,  he  said,  are  active  all  the  year  round.  He  also  com- 
plained of  the  scant  recognition  his  treatment  receives  in  the 
medical  journals.  Next  day  the  "  P.M.G."  recorded  a  visit 
by  a  member  of  the  Stock  Exchange  who  has  been  cured 
of  cancer  in  the  throat  by  Dr.  Shaw-Mackenzie's  treat- 
ment, and  on  December  20  a  "P.M.G."  reporter  inter- 
viewed Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  of  Messrs.  Fairchild  Bros.  Mr. 
Holden  gave  particulars  of  the  trypsin  preparations  and  the 
means  taken  to  ensure  that  the  trypsin  retains  its  activity. 
Trypsin  extract  in  ampoules  is  the  newest  form  for  the 
pancreatic  ferment. 
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Westminster  "Misbom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


Parliament  Stands  Prorogued 
from  Friday,  December  21,  1906,  until  Tuesday,  February 
12,  1907. 

Trading-restraint  Agreements. 
Mr.  Bowerman  called  the  attention  of  the  Attorney- 
General  on  December  21  to  the  injunction  recently  granted 
in  the  Chancery  Divisional  Court  restraining  a  commercial 
traveller  employed  by  a  firm  of  corn-factors  from  entering 
similar  employ  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  a  period  of  five 
years,  and  the  Judge's  comments  thereon.  Sir  Lawson 
Walton  replied  that  he  did  not  consider  the  law  at  fault, 
but  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  applied.  If  the  contracts  are 
unduly  oppressive  and  in  restraint  of  trade  the  Court  may, 
and  should,  refuse  to  enforce  them. 

Chinese  Opium-control. 
The  Secretary  for  India  told  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson  on' 
December  20  that  the  Chinese  Government  has  been  in- 
formed that  specific  proposals  in  regard  to  the  importation 
and  taxation  of  opium  will  be  sympathetically  considered 
*by  the  British  Government.  Such  proposals  are  now  under 
consideration. 

Gooseberry-mildew. 
Mr.  Napier  drew  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture on  December  20  to  the  introduction  of  this  American 
fungus-disease.  Sir  Edward  Strachey  referred  him  to  the 
notice  recently  issued  (O.  <£■  D.,  December  15,  p.  882),  which, 
he  hoped,  will  prevent  the  establishment  of  the  disease  here. 
Parliament  will  be  asked  for  further  powers,  if  necessary. 

Sleefing-sickness. 
In  answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Rees,  Mr.  Churchill 
stated  on  December  20  that,  although  the  Commissioner  of 
the  British  Central  Africa  Protectorate  proposed  an  in- 
crease of  the  medical  staff  to  carry  out  preventive  measures 
against  this  disease,  medical  authorities  in  this  country 
doubted  whether  any  object  would  be  gained  by  so  doing, 
having  regard  to  the  Governor's  report  that  sleeping-sick- 
ness does  not  occur  on  the  border  of  the  Protectorate.  Local 
medical  officers  will  co-operate  with  the  mission  of  inquiry 
sent  out  by  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine, 
"though  they  have  no  experience  of  the  disease. 

The  Apothecaries  Bill. 

This  measure  has,  as  stated  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist of  December  8,  been  deposited  at  the  Private  Bill  Office, 
-with  a  view  to  being  submitted  to  Parliament  next  Session. 
It  may  be  pointed  out  that,  as  the  measure  comes  under  the 
•category  of  Private  Bill  legislation,  it  will  come  before 
Parliament  as  a  natural  course.  The  promoters  will  not 
have  to  submit  it  to  the  ballot,  as  is  the  case  with  a  Bill 
"brought  forward  by  a  private  member  of  Parliament.  The 
full  text  of  the  Bill  is  as  follows  : 

Whereas  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  of  London  (in  this 
Act  referred  to  as  "  the  Society  ")  was  incorporated  by  Royal 
Charter  by  King  James  the  First  dated  the  6th  day  of 
December  1617  and  by  the  Act  55  Geo.  III.  Cap.  194 
entitled  "  an  Act  for  better  regulating  the  practice  of 
Apothecaries  throughout  England  and  Wales"  it  was  pro- 
vided that  no  person  should  be  entitled  to  practise  as  an 
apothecary  until  he  had  received  from  the  Society  a  certifi- 
cate of  his  qualification : 

And  whereas  since  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  One  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  every  person  applying  to  the 
Society  for  its  licence  to  practise  as  an  apothecary  has  been 
required  to  pass  a  qualifying  examination  in  medicine 
surgery  and  midwifery  duly  held  by  the  Society  in  com- 
bination with  another  medical  corporation  or  a  University 
or  with  the  assistance  of  examiners  appointed  by  the  General 
Council  of  Medical  Education  and  Registration  of  the 
United  Kingdom  (in  this  Act  referred  to  as  "the  General 
V° l^Snl  '  ln  accorcknce  with  the  provisions  of  the  Medical 
Act  1886 : 

And  whereas  the  title  of  persons  holding  the  licence  of  the 
bociety  whether  obtained  before  or  after  the  said  thirtieth 
day  of  June  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
has  been  the  title  of  Licentiate  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
r°?u  on^n  accordance  with  the  title  set  out  in  Schedule  "  A  " 
to  the  Medical  Act  1858  : 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  title  of  persons  who 
iiave  passed  and  shall  hereafter  pass  such  qualifying  examina- 


tion should  be  "  Licentiate  in  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  tho 
Society  of  Apothecaries  London "  so  as  to  indicate  clearly 
that  such  persons  possess  a  qualification  both  in  Medicine 
and  Surgery : 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  General  Council 
should  be  authorised  to  enter  such  title  of  "  Licentiate  in 
Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
London  "  in  the  Medical  Register  as  the  qualification  of  such 
persons  as  aforesaid : 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  tho  other  powers  in  this 
Act  mentioned  should  be  conferred  on  the  Society : 

And  whereas  the  purposes  aforesaid  cannot  bo  effected 
without  the  authority  of  Parliament. 

MAY  IT  THEREFORE  PLEASE  YOUR  MAJESTY 
That  it  may  be  enacted  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King's 
Most  Excellent  Majesty  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Commons  in  this 
present  Parliament  assembled  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same  as  follows : 

1.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  "  The  Apothecaries  Act  1907." 

2.  In  this  Act  the  following  expressions  have  the  meanings 
hereby  assigned  to  them  that  is  to  say : 

The  expression — 

"  The  Society "  means  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  of 
London  and 

"  The  General  Council  "  means  the  General  Council  of 
Medical  Education  and  Registration  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

"  The  Medical  Register "  means  the  Register  kept  in 
pursuance  of  the  Medical  Acts. 

3.  The  Society  or  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Society 
shall  grant  to  every  person  who  has  since  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  passed  or 
shall  hereafter  pass  a  qualifying  examination  in  medicine 
surgery  and  midwifery  duly  held  by  the  Society  in  combina. • 
tion  with  another  medical  Corporation  or  a  University  or 
with  the  assistance  of  examiners  appointed  by  the  General 
Council  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Medical 
Act  1886  and  any  Act  amending  the  same  the  title  of  "  Licen- 
tiate in  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
London." 

4.  Every  person  who  at  the  passing  of  this  Act  has  passed 
such  qualifying  examination  as  aforesaid  shall  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Society  or  the  said  Court  of  Examiners  be 
entitled  to  have  granted  to  him  by  the  Society  or  the  said 
Court  of  Examiners  a  certificate  or  diploma  conferring  upon 
him  the  title  of  Licentiate  in  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  London. 

5.  Every  person  possessed  of  such  title  of  "Licentiate  in 
Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
London  "  shall  be  entitled  to  have  the  same  entered  in  tho 
Medical  Register  by  the  General  Council  as  his  or  her  quali- 
fication or  additional  qualification  for  registration  under  tho 
Medical  Acts  and  the  General  Council  is  hereby  authorised  to 
enter  such  title  in  the  Medical  Register. 

6.  The  Society  may  with  the  consent  in  writing  of  the 
General  Council  restore  to  the  List  of  Licentiates  of  tho 
Society  the  name  of  any  person  whose  name  has  been  struck 
off  such  list  in  pursuance  of  the  power  conferred  on  the 
Society  by  Section  4  (Licentiate  may  in  certain  cases  be 
removed)  of  the  Apothecaries  Act  (Amendment)  Act  1874. 

7.  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  prejudice  or  affect 
the  power  of  the  Society  to  strike  the  names  of  persons  out 
of  the  lists  of  its  Licentiates  or  the  power  of  the  General 
Council  to  erase  the  names  of  persons  or  their  qualifications 
from  the  Medical  Register. 

8.  All  costs  charges  and  expenses  of  and  incident  to  the 
preparing  for  obtaining  and  passing  of  this  Act  or  otherwise 
in  relation  thereto  shall  be  paid  by  the  Society. 


C.  &  2>.  2>ian?t  1907. 

Postcard  Opinions. 

The  following  rank  in  the  competition  for  a  share  of  the 
ten  guineas  offered  in  prizes  : 

Pcrfcctum  est. 

Extremely  useful  in  every  possible  way  to  a  business-man, 
and  well  repays  one  as  a  book  of  reference  in  all  trade  matters. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  is  a  most  useful  handbook,  not 
only  for  English,  but  also  for  all  foreign  chemists  and  drug- 
gists. 

The  C.  <£•  D.  Diary  keeps  pegging  away, 
O'er  all  other  diaries  it  quite  holds  the  sway; 
For  the  novice  and  "  boss  "  in  the  chemistry  trade 
You  get  information  for  every  grade; 
For  the  thirty-nine  years  it's  been  coming  around 
New  items  the  Editor  always  has  found. 
From  cover  to  cover — I've  no  doubt  whatever — 
That  "  value  for  money  "  has  been  his  endeavour. 
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The  Fourth  Generation  ©ff  Maw 


THE  centenary  of  the  establishment  of  the  business  of 
Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate  Street, 
London,  brings  prominently  to  the  front  the  present  con- 
ductors of  the  business,  four  sons  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles 
Maw.  Upon  these  gentlemen  rests  the  responsibility  of 
maintaining  the  best  of  the  old  traditions  of  their  house 
consistent  with  modern  business  methods  and  wider 
interests  than  those  of  their  forbears.  Mr.  Charles 
Trentham  Maw,  the  senior  of  the  brothers  and  principal  of 
the  business, 
was  admitted,  a 
partner  on  Janu- 
ary 1,  1890,  just 
thirty  years 
after  his  father 
joined  the  firm  ; 
bub  for  six  years 
before  his  admis- 
sion Mr.  C.  T. 
Maw  had  held 
the  procuration 
of  the  firm,  and 
for  some  years 
before  his 
father's  death 
he  had  the 
management  of 
the.  business. 
Dr.  Henry  Tren- 
tham Maw,  next 
in  seniority  of 
the  brothers  in 
partnership,  was 
educated  a  n  d 
practised  as  a 
medical  man  be- 
fore he  joined 
the  firm  to  take 
charge    of  the 


surgical 
ments 
ment. 
Dr. 


instru- 
depart- 

M  a  w 


graduated  in 
Arts  at  Cam- 
bridge in  the 
'eighties,  then 
studied  medicine 
there  and  at  St. 
B  a  rtholomew's, 
taking  the 
L.E.C.P.  and 
M.R.C.S.  diplomas  in  1892,  and  M.B.,  B.C.,  Cantab.,  in 
1893,  following  the  latter  in  1896  with  the  M.D.  He  was 
house-surgeon  at  the  Leeds  General  Infirmary  and  at  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street,  and  resi- 
dent medical  officer  at  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the 
Chest,  City  Road. 

Mr.  Mowbray  Trentham  Maw,  like  the  senior  partner, 
went  straight  from  public  school  to  No.  11  Aldersgate 
Street,  and  in  1893  took  charge  of  the  counting-house,  and 
still  continues  to  look  after  the  financial  part  of  the  busi- 


ness. He,  like  all  the  male  members  of  the  family,  is  a 
keen  cricketer,  and  was  wont  to  captain  the  eleven  from 
No.  11  which  did  good  work  with  the  willow  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  Charles  Maw  believed  in  partners  being  brought  up 
to  the  business  and  seeing  that  the  administrative,  financial, 
and  surgical  sides  were  in  charge  of  three  sons  specially 
trained,  he  intimated  in  1900  that  a  fourth  son  was  engaged 
in  pharmacy.  This  is  Mr.  Arthur  Trentham  Maw,  who, 
after  his  pupilage  with  the  late  Mr.  William  Martindale, 

entered  the 
School  of  Phar- 
macy and  passed i 
the  Minor  ex- 
am i  n  a  t  ion  on  < 
July  16,  1902. 
Following  withi 
the  Senior  course 
at  the  Square 
Mr.  Maw  car- 
ried off  the  silver 
medal  for 
botany,  an  d> 
passed  the 
Major  examina- 
tion on  April  15, 
1903.  He  was 
admitted  a 
partner  shortly 
after  the  death 
of  his  father  on  , 
January  5,  1905, 
These  record? 
of  the  present 
individual  part- 
ners sufficiently 
indicate  that 
their  father, 
although  for- 
several  years  be- 
fore his  death  so- 
incapacitated  as- 
to  be  unable  to 
come  to  the  City, 
realised  that  in 
expert  know- 
ledge  of  all 
departments  of 
the  business  lies 
the  surest  com- 
munity of  in- 
terests, and, 
therefore,  the 
most  efficient  control.  The  premises  No.  7  to  11  Aldersgate 
Street,  palatial  though  they  are,  give  shelter  to  but  one  part 
of  the  organisation  to  which  Mr.  Charles  Maw  gave  his 
thoughts  in  his  enforced  retirement,  and  he  lived  to  see  his 
family's  interests  in  the  business  conserved.  We  daresay 
the  present  partners  would  be  among  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge the  loyal  service  of  their  staff,  past  and  present, 
especially  the  heads  of  departments  and  men  on  the  road, 
many  of  whom  have  grown  up  in  it  from  boyhood  to 
maturity. 
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Winter  Session, 

Association  Presidents. 

Host  pharmacists  in  this  country  are  familiar  with  the  bril- 
liant looking  bi-convex  circular  glyco-gelatm  pastilles  which 
are  now  so  popular  for  throat- 
medication.  The  portrait  which 
we  give  to-day  is  one  of  the 
designer  of  the  mould  for  these 
pastilles  and  of  an  improved 
formula  for  the  mass — Mr. 
Frederic  Eastall  Bilson,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Bournemouth  Phar- 
maceutical Association.  In 
several  other  directions  Mr. 
Bilson  has  proved  his  compe- 
tence as  a  pharmacist,  yet  he 
erved  his  apprenticeship  in  a 
country  business,  which, 
according  to  theory,  is  not  a 
good  beginning  in  the  art  of 
pharmacy ;  but  we  hold  the 
opinion  that  given  a  willing 
worker — one  who  wishes  to  be  a 
pharmacist — the  labour  and 
variety  of  a  country  drug- 
business  make  the  best  founda- 


Me.  F.  E.  Bilson, 
tion.    After  his  apprenticeship  at  Newark  Mr.  Bilson  went 


to  Brighton,  then  came  up  to  London  for  a  spell  of  study, 
and  passed  the  Minor  in  December  1880.  Six  months  later 
he  successfully  negotiated  the  Major,  and  obtained  a  situa- 
tion with  Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.,  Oxford  Street,  where  he 
remained  five  years  at  a  time  when  the  staff  consisted  of 
several  brilliant  young  pharmacists  who  have  since  made 
reputations  in  pharmacy  and  elsewhere.  Mr.  Winfrey,  M.P., 
was  one  of  his  fellow-assistants.  In  1886  he  started  business 
on  his  own  account  at  Bournemouth— 1  Lansdowne  Crescent — 
where  he  has  one  of  those  pure  pharmaceutical  businesses 
which  so  many  desire  but  have  difficulty  in  making.  Mr. 
Bilson  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bournemouth  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  and  acted  as  Hon.  Secretary  to  it  for 
several  years.  He  is  also  an  active  worker  on  the  Bourne- 
mouth Formulary  Committee. 


Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Association's  rooms,  West 
Eegent  Street,  Glasgow,  on  Thursday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 20,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  presiding,  when  Mr.  John  Lothian 
read  the  following 

B.P.  Revision  Notes. 
Syrupus  Ferri  Iodidi  contains  10  per  cent,  ferrous  oxide ; 
a  weaker  syrup  seems  desirable,  say  5  per  cent.  w/v.  The 
quantity  of  sugar  in  the  present  syrup  might  also  with 
advantage  be  reduced.    I  suggest  that  svr.  ferri  iodidi  con- 
tain 17A  fl  oz.  of  simple  syrup  in  each  pint,  and  a  liq.  ferri 
iodidi  2£  fl.  oz.    This  may  be  filtered  directly  into  the  syrup 
without  washing  the  filter  or  kept  as  a  1  to  7  liquor.  It 
may  be  kept  over  metallic  iron  or  preserved  by  the  addition 
ot  a  small  proportion  of  hypophosphorous  acid.    There  is 
no  test  m  the  Pharmacopoeia  to  prove  the  presence  of  iodide 
and  the  assay  method  is  faulty  for  two  reasons— iron  (ferrous 
is  present  in  the  filtrate  after  adding  sodium  carbonate  to 
the  diluted  syrup  and  reduces  the  silver  nitrate  solution; 
terrous  bromide  or  chloride  if  present  would  be  reckoned 
as  iodide.    Ihe  following  method  of  determining  the  ferrous 
iodide  in  Ihe  syrup  has  been  found  satisfactory  and  accurate  • 
10  o.o.  of  the  syr  ferri  iodidi  is  diluted  with  water  to  50  e.c,  and 
10  o.o.  of  this  diluted  syrup,  corresponding-  to  2  c.e.  of  the  syrup" 
is  placed  in  an  Erlenmeyer  flask,  and  50  c.e.  of  water  added. 

The  flask  is  provided  with  a  two-hole  cork  so  as  to  carry  a 
stoppered  funnel  and  a  delivery  tube,  which  dips  into  a  TJ  tube 
with  bulbs  containing-  excess  of  decinormal  thio.  solution.  Throurfi 
the  stoppered  funnel  10  c.e.  of  a  strong:  solution  of  ferric  sulphate 
s  added  the  contents  of  the  flask  brought  to  the  boil,  and  kept 
briskly  boiling-  until  no  more  iodine  vapours  are  evolved. 

Fe2(SOJ)J  +  FeI2=3FcSO.J,+I2 
The  contents  of  the  bulb  are  washed  into  a  beaker  and  titrated  back 
with  cleemormal  iodine.   The  calculations  are  obvious. 

Linimentum  Camphorce.— Oleum  camphoratum  would  be 
a  better  name  for  this ;  it  is  so  called  in  most  Pharmacopoeias 
It  may  be  made  from  the  lump  camphor  in  the  cold  by 
suspending  the  camphor  in  the  upper  part  of  the  oil.  There 
need  not  therefore,  be  the  slightest  loss  in  preparation,  and 
tne  loss  by  evaporation  in  an  ordinary  narrow-necked  bottle 
is  practically  ml.  Some  simple  method  of  assay  should  be 
adopted ;  vide  paper  by  author,  April  1906. 


Linimentum  Chloroformi  alternative  formula. — Take  of 
camphor,  £  oz. ;  chloroform,  2£  fl.  oz. ;  dissolve  and  add  olivo 
oil  to  5  fl.  oz.    Best  freshly  prepared. 

Linimentum  Terebinthince  might  be  more  expeditiously 
prepared  from  an  official  solution  of  soft-soap.  A  method 
lately  proposed  to  make  this  liniment  by  first  dissolving 
the  soft-soap  in  the  turpentine  and  then  adding  the  water 
did  not  yield  good  results  when  tried,  the  liniment  separating 
into  three  layers — water,  emulsion,  and  unemulsified  turpen- 
tine. It  was  recovered  by  working  it  in  with  a  second  batch 
made  in  the  usual  way. 

Discussion, 

Mr.  Currie  said  he  was  particularly  interested  at  the 
present  moment  in  the  revision  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  he  hoped  to  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  some  of  Mr. 
Lothian's  suggestions  adopted.  Mr.  Gilmour  spoke  in  simi- 
lar terms,  and  made  a  running  comment  upon  the  specimens. 

Paraffin  Emulsions. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  Lennox)  exhibited  a  series  of  emul- 
sions, prepared  by  Mr.  A.  McMillan,  consisting  of  soft 
paraffin,  water,  and  another  fat. 

The  fats  were  of  three  different  kinds — wool -fat,  beeswax, 
and  spermaceti.  It  was  pointed  out  that  spermaceti  is  the 
least  unsatisfactory  of  the  three,  but  the  smoothness  and 
uniformity  of  all  three  samples  were  remarked  upon.  In  Mr. 
McMillan's  opinion  the  B.P.  formulae  for  the  following 
ointments  are  unsatisfactory,  and  he  suggested  instead  these 
given  here,  the  ingredients  being  capable  of  absorption 
into  the  skin  in  three  hours  : 

Conium  Ointment. 

Conium-juice   160  parts 

(Evaporated  to  20  parts) 

Soft  paraffin         ...  '    65  parts 

Wool-fat    ...    15  parts 

Carbolic-acid  Ointment. 

Carbolic  acid    5  parts 

Soft  paraffin         ...   65  parts 

White  wax   5  parts 

Water  to  be  added  to   100  parts 

Sympathy  with  Dr.  A.  M.  Robertson. 

Mr.  Brodie  called  attention  to  the  death  of  the  wife  of 
Dr.  A.  M.  Robertson,  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Glasgow  Druggists'  Association,  and  he  proposed  that  the 
Association  should  send  a  message  of  condolence  to  Dr. 
Robertson.   This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gilmour,  at  the  close  of  the  business,  stated  that  they 
had  with  them  that  evening  Mr.  Martin,  a  former  Glasgow 
chemist,  now  in  South  Africa,  and  gave  Mr.  Martin  a  cordial 
welcome  and  introduced  him  to  the  members. — Mr.  Martin, 
in  a  few  remarks,  stated  that  he  is  an  old  student  of  Mr. 
Lothian's,  and,  noticing  that  his  former  teacher  was  giving 
a  paper  that  evening,  he  had  taken  the  privilege  of  attending 
the  meeting.  He  thanked  them  most  heartily  for  the  cordial 
welcome  they  had  given  him. 

The  meeting  broke  up  after  midnight. 


Cbemical  Society 

A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  on  Thursday,  December  20,  at  8.30  p.m.,  the 
chair  being  taken  by  the  President  (Professor  Meldola, 
F.R.S.),  who  announced  that  the  Council  had  that  after- 
noon sent  a  congratulatory  telegram  to  the  veteran  chemist, 
Professor  Adolph  Lieben,  whose  seventieth  birthday  was 
being  celebrated  in  Vienna.    The  first  paper,  describing 

A  New  Method  of  Preparing  Pure  Sulphuretted 
Hydrogen, 

was  read  by  Mr.  Wilson.  This  consists  in  passing  the 
crude  sulphuretted  hydrogen  obtained  by  the  action  of 
acids  on  commercial  ferrous  sulphide  through  a  tower  con- 
taining slaked  lime  and  sawdust.  The  former  is  thus  con- 
verted into  calcium  sulphydrate,  which  is  then  decomposed 
by  a  current  of  carbon  dioxide,  yielding  a  stream  of  pure 
sulphuretted  hydrogen.  To  avoid  any  chance  of  carbon 
dioxide  escaping  with  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  two 
towers  are  used  in  series,  the  first  being  removed  as  soon  as 
it  shows  signs  of  exhaustion. 
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The  Reaction  of  Acids  with  Methylorange 
was  the  title  of  the  next  paper,  given  in  racy  fashion  by 
Professor  Veley,  of  Oxford.  The  results  obtained  prove 
that  tintometer  observations  of  the  colour-changes  produced 
in  solutions  of  methylorange  by  the  addition  of  acids  can 
be  applied  to  the  determination  of  the  affinities  of  these 
acids,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  results  thus  obtained  are 
of  the  same  order  as  those  secured  by  the  more  complex 
■electrolytic  methods. 

Two  papers  were  then  contributed  by  Mr.  H.  Basset, 
gun.,  the  first  dealing  with  the 

Hydrates  of  Calcium  Hydrogen  Orthophosphate, 
and  showing  that  of  the  supposed  hydrates  only  the  dihy- 
■drate  exists,  the  others  being  merely  mixtures  of  this  with 
the  anhydrous  salt;  and  the  second  describing  the  action  of 
ammonia  gas  on  calcium  hydrogen  phosphate  and  proving 
that  under  certain  conditions  a  true  double  phosphate  is 
formed,  while  in  others  decomposition  into  a  mixture  of 
•calcium  phosphate  and  ammonium  phosphate  takes  place. 
The  last  paper  read  was  a  contribution  from  the  new  experi- 
mental laboratory  at  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s 
works  at  Dartford,  and  was  read  by  Dr.  Pymen  on  behalf  of 
Dr.  Jowett  and  himself.  It  dealt  with  "  The  Relation  of 
Chemical  Constitution  to  Physiological  Action  in  the  Case 
of  the  Tropeines." 


Cbenusts'  Calenoars. 


Mr.  Luther  Bye,  dispensing  chemist,  Ammanford,  sends  out 
a  pocket-almanac.  The  cover  has  a  design  of  violets  on  a 
green  ground,  and  the  contents  include  a  mention  of  Mr. 
Bye's  specialities. 

The  calendar  issued  by  Messrs.  G.  M.  Hare  &  Co.,  process 
and  wood  engravers,  Bride  Court,  Ludgatc  Circus,  London, 
E.G.,  has  a  purple  ground  with  a  design  of  a  peacock.  The 
calendar  portion  is  arranged  in  monthly  tear-offs,  and  is  white 
on  a  black  ground. 

Mr.  Alex.  S.  Galloway,  cash  chemist,  Crewe,  issues  a 
•cash  price-list  and  catalogue,  which  bears  on  one  page  a 
•calendar  for  1907.  The  list  contains  over  100  pages,  and  is 
noticeable  for  the  large  variety  of  special  preparations,  of 
which  particulars  are  given. 

A  neat  but  particularly  effective  desk  calendar  reaches  us 
from  Messrs.  Pairchild  Bros.  &  Foster,  Bath  House,  Holborn 
Viaduct,  London,  E.C.  It  measures  6  by  3i  in.,  is  litho- 
graphed in  a  manner  which  makes  the  lettering  clear  and 
distinct,  and  is  not  overburdened  with  matter  extraneous  to 
the  calendar. 

Mr.  W.  Baxter,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bromley,  Kent, 
sends  us  two  charming  little  calendars  as  samples  of  those  he 
is  distributing  to  his  customers.  The  size  of  the  calendars  is 
6  by  Z\  in.  The  upper  part  of  the  card  is  adorned  with  well- 
executed  tri-chromatic  prints,  the  monthly  tear-offs  occupying 
the  lower  portion. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Bennett,  chemist  and  optician,  37  King  Street, 
Whitehaven,  distributes  to  his  customers  a  combined  almanao 
and  tide-table.  It  contains  also  a  short  local  chronology  and 
'table  of  poison-antidotes,  while  the  information  contained  in 
the  almanac  proper  strikes  us  as  being  useful  and  calculated 
to  ensure  the  book  being  kept  for  reference. 

Hart's  Almanac,  which  comes  to  us  from  Messrs.  Hart  & 
Co.,  7  Sadler  Gate,  Derby,  contains  a  most  entertaining 
historical  article  entitled  "  The  Peako  Countree."  It  is 
descriptive  of  a  journey  about  Derby,  and  must  be  of  par- 
ticular interest  locally.  We  learn  from  the  almanac  that 
Messrs.  Hart's  business  lias  been  established  for  over  three- 
quarters  of  a  century,  and  that  this  is  the  thirty-first  issue 
of  this  annual  publication.  There  is  a  price-list  of  proprie- 
tary medicines  and  much  local  information,  but,  curiously 
enough,  we  cannot  find  out  from  the  calendar  who  is  the 
local  member  of  Parliament,  although  a  list  of  members  for 
the  borough  is  given  from  1832  to  1900. 

Mr.  J.  Spencer  Palmer,  chemist  and  dental  Burgeon, 
•Coronation  House,  Thornbury,  Glos.,  sends  out  a  household 
almanac  which  has  now  an  established  reputation,  and  is  well 
patronised  by  local  advertisers.  Two  photographs  are  given 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  business-premises  and  there  is  a  portrait  of 
tho  proprietor.  In  this  photograph  Mr.  Palmer  is  holding 
a  violin — not,  he  explains  to  us,  because  he  is  a  musician, 
but  because  he  deals  in  musical  instruments  as  a  side-line. 
There  is  an  account  of  the  dangerous  adventure  which  befell 
Mr.  Palmer's  son  last  September,  about  which  a  note  ap- 
peared at  the  time  in  the  C.  <£•  D.  Miss  Nellie  Palmer  sup- 
plies a  pencil  illustration  of  the  incident.  We  note  also  that 
Mr.  Palmer  has  had  some  dealings  with  Tanquery,  of  Paris, 
and  in  a  short  article  he  Warns  the  people  of  Thornbury  that 
the  Tanquery  portraits  are  not  free  of  charge. 


"  Dixon's  East  Grinstead  Family  Almanac  and  Directory," 
which  is  published  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Dixon,  chemist,  East 
Grinstead,  is  quite  up  to  the  high  standard  of  former  years. 
The  almanac  contains  200  pages,  and  the  contents  include 
a  price-list  and  local  directory.  Mr.  Dixon  seems  able  to 
obtain  the  advertisements  of  local  tradesmen,  and  we  suspect 
that  the  inclusion  of  the  directory  is  a  strong  inducement  to 
advertise,  as  it  ensures  that  the  almanac  will  be  frequently 
consulted. 


practical  motes  ano  formulae 

Disguising  the  Taste  of  Quinine. 
Gome  time  ago  a  method  of  disguising  the  taste  of  quinine 
was  proposed  which  consisted  in  mixing  quinine  with  a  fatty 
body,  suspending  the  mixture  in  water,  and  then,  after  the 
draught,  swallowing  a  little  lemon-juice  or  milk.  M.  Roch 
now  proposes  to  mix  the  quinine  with  twice  its  weight  of 
cacao-butter  and  take  each  dose  of  the  powder  from  a  warm 
spoon. 

Rust  Polish-paste. 


Finely  powdered  pumice   3XXX- 

Olein    3xx. 

Suet    3'3- 

Paraffin    Jiv. 


Melt  the  fatty  matters  together  and  mix  intimately  with  ths 
pumice. 

-  Temperance  Drinks. 
Flavoured  syrup  and  water  make  a  favourite  beverage  on 
the  Continent,  and  the  following  are  the  English  equiva- 
lents of  formulae  for  the  syrup-essences  given  by  a  Conti- 
nental contemporary,  and  described  as  alcohol-free,  with 
reference,  however,  to  the  drinks.  The  spirit  to  be  used 
is  60  o.p.  : 

Peppermint  Essence. 


Terpin-free  peppermint  oil  ...  3 i j . 
Spirit      Six- 
Water    ...      ...      ...      ...      ...  3xviiss. 

Citric  acid    3*J- 

Lemon  Essence. 

Terpin-free  lemon  oil    51; 

Spirit    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  31X- 

Water    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  ixviiss. 

Citric  acid   

Orange  Essence. 

Terpin-free  sweet-orange  oil        ...  3j.. 

Spirit    3x. 

Orange-flower  water    3xx. 

Citric  acid    3ij. 


Prevention  of  Fires. 
Mr.  D.  I.  Murphy,  the  American  Consul  at  Bordeaux, 
in  a  report  to  the  Washington  Bureau  of  Manufactures, 
says  that,  warned  by  the  great  damage  caused  by  the 
recent  fire  at  the  Milan  Exposition,  the  French  Deputy- 
Commissioner-General  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the 
study  and  investigation  of  the  different  methods  of  render- 
ing wood,  paper,  silk,  cotton,  and  woollen  stuffs  non- 
in flammable.  He  experimented  with  a  mixture  consisting 
of  sulphate  of  ammonia  135  grams,  borate  of  soda  15 
grams,  boric  acid  5  grams,  and  water  1,000  grams;  and 
with  this  he  treated  pine  shavings,  wood,  paper,  and  cotton 
fibre.  After  a  thorough  drying  the  pile  was  set  on  fire, 
and  when  the  fire  had  exhausted  itself  the  impregnated 
shavings  and  wood  were  found  to  be  simply  blackened 
and  charred — they  gave  out  no  flame.  Paper  and  cotton- 
fibre  treated  with  the  same  solution  consumed  very  slowly 
without  a  blaze.  So  successful  and  conclusive  seemed  the 
demonstration  that  M.  Morlot  gave  orders  that  all  wood 
and  timber  used  in  the  construction  of  the  buildings  for 
the  forthcoming  Bordeaux  Exposition,  and  all  cotton, 
canvas,  and  linen  sturis,  carpets  and  rugs  employed  in  the 
furnishing,  should  be  treated  with  this  "ignifuge." 


The  Chinese  Government  has  now  made  definite  proposals 
to  the  British  Government  with  a  view  to  the  gradual  reduc- 
tion of  exports  of  Indian  opium  to  China,  so  that,  they  shall 
cease  in  ten  years.  It  is  further  suggested  that  the  Chinese 
import  duty  should  be  doubled,  and  one  reason  advanced  in 
favour  of  this  is  that  Indian  opium  is  twice  as  strong  as 
Chinese.  This  cannot  have  reference  to  the  morphine-value 
of  the  opium,  which  is  notoriously  low.  The  Colony  of  Hong- 
Kong  being  a  party  to  the  treaty  has  first  to  express  an 
opinion  on  the  proposed  changes,  which  also  cover  importation 
of  morphine  into  China. 
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Graoe^marfcs  applied  for. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applica- 
tions should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  No.  7,  cost  £\, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  December  5,  1906.) 
"  Diastafor  " ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  1,  and  for  laundry- 
preparations.    By  British  Diamalt  Co.,  13  Southwark 

Street,  London,  S.E.    287,064,  287,066. 
"Cotarlene";   for  a  disinfectant-fluid.    By  Bovine,  Ltd., 

14  Devonshire  Square,  London,  E.C.  286,941. 
"  Clavin  " ;  for  a  chemical  substance  for  obstetric  use.  By 

E.  Merck,  Darmstadt.  286,533. 
"  Glyxir  " ;  for  a  medicine.    By  A.  G.  Williams,  90  Chep- 
stow Road,  Newport,  Mon.  286,752. 
"  Camphocine  " ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.    By  Johnson  & 

Johnson,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.  286,844. 
"  PelLjE  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.    By  Warrick  Bros.,  Ltd., 

6  Nile  Street,  London,  N.  286,897. 
Label  device  with  signature  "Brent  Good";  for  pills.  By 

Carter  Medicine  Co.,  57  Murray  Street,  New  York, 

U.S.A.  286,923. 
"Virisanol"    and    "  Puamaglobin  " ;    for   medicines.  By 

Handelsges.  Zahn  &  Co.,  48  Neue  Friedrichstrasse,  Berlin. 

286,915,  287,034. 
"  Torosan  "  ;  for  pharmaceutical  products.    By  R.  Dietrich  & 

Co.,  Zurich,  Switzerland.  286,988. 
"M"  within  a  device  of  a  triangle  upon  rays  arranged  in  a 

semicircle ;  for  quinine  and  its  compounds.    By  R.  W. 

Greeff  &  Co.,  20  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C.  287,028. 
"  Nozon  "  ;  for  a  medicated-air  injector.    By  Medicated-air 

Injector  Co.,  75  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.  287,063. 
"  Exkura  "  ;  for  a  skin-disease  preparation.    By  Exkura  Co., 

Hepscott  Road,  Hackney  Wick,  London.  287,076. 
"  Vigorettes  " ;   for  chemicals  in  Class  3.    By  A.  Keene, 

26  High  Holborn,  London,  W.C.  287,357. 
"  Helis  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.    By  J.  T.  Szok,  53  Chan- 
cery Lane,  London,  W.C.  287,456. 
"Fragrets"  and  "Fhagretta";   for  food-substances  and 

perfumery  respectively.    By  Warrick  Bros.,  Ltd.,  6  Nile 

Street,  London,  N.    286,879,  286,880. 
"Amourine";  for  a  liquid  soap-substitute.    Bv  W.  Cooper 

&  Nephews,  Berkhamsted.  285,531. 
"  Fink's  Soap  "  and  device  of  a  mosquito  ;  for  perfumed  soap. 

By  G.  H.  Fink,  12  Fairfax  Road,  Bedford  Park,  London, 

W.  286,269. 

"Flag"  and  device  thereof;  for  perfumery.  By  J.  Cros- 
field  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Warrington.  286,774. 

"  Mosalia  "  ;  for  a  skin-cream.  By  Marshall  Bros.,  128  Alces- 
ter  Road,  Moseley,  Birmingham.  286,807. 

"Majestic";  for  a  perfume.  By  Javal  &  Parquet,  19  Fau- 
bourg St.-Honore,  Paris.  287,761. 

(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,'"  December  12,  1906.) 
"Argentola";   for  chemicals  in  Class  1.    By  Holzapfel's 
Compositions  Co.,  Ltd.,  Dean  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tvne 
287,624. 

"Electron";  for  a  filtering  and  fertilising  block.  By  J 
Brightmore,  Mayfield  House,  Tideswell,-  Derby.  284',606. 

"  Ddnkerlene  " ;  for  a  veterinary  preparation.  By  Louisa 
286  895  Dunkerley,  94  Church  Road,  Urmston. 

"Sherley's  Gastrine-tablets  "  on  pill-box  label  device-  for 
a  dog-medicine.  By  A  F.  Sherley  &  Co.,  48  Borough 
High  Street,  London,  S.E.  287,151. 

"  Doan's  Dinner-pills  "  and  device  of  a  man's  portrait  sur- 
mounted by  an  eye  with  two  wings  attached  ;  for  cathartic 
pills  and  tablets.  By  Foster  McClellan  Co.,  8  Wells 
Street,  London,  W.  284,093. 

"  Cupralgin  " ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.  By  Evans  Sons 
285  3401"      Webb'  Ltd''  56  Hanover  Street>  Liverpool. 

"B  200"  within  a  diamond  device,  and  signature;  for  chemi- 
cals in  Class  3.  By  L.  B.  Thornton,  115  Landor  Road, 
London,  S.W.  285,892. 

"Virgol";  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.  By  L.  Bolle  &  Co. 
2  Ziegelstrasse,  Berlin.  286,027. 

"Bdrnham's  Soluble  Iodine"  on  device  of  a  marine  alga- 
for  soluble  iodine.  By  Burnham  Soluble  Iodine  Co.. 
4<J4  Lexington  Street,  Auburndale,  Mass.  U.S  \.    286  871 


"  Licoflake  "  ;  for  a  chemical  in  Class  3.  By  W.  J.  Bush  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  28  Ash  Grove,  Hackney,  London.  287,323. 

"  Carriweed  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.  By  E.  Leech,  3  Ans- 
dell  Road,  Lytham.  287,446. 

"  Pioneer  "  ;  for  candles,  soap-detergents,  etc.  By  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society,  Ltd.,  Manchester.  285,952. 

"  Bltjrax  "  and  "  Blurex  "  ;  for  candles,  soaps,  detergents, 
etc.  By  Cooney's  Mfg.  Co.,  Ltd.,  Back  Lane,  Dublin. 
287,003,  287,004. 

"Frozen  Foam";  for  a  skin-preparation.  By  Davy  Hill  & 
Hodgkinsons,  Ltd.,  64  Park  Street,  Southwark.  284,928. 

"  Noel  "  ;  for  a  perfume.  By  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd., 
Lower  Priory,  Birmingham.  286..190. 

"  Easo  "  ;  for  shaving  sticks  and  paste,  soap,  dentifrices,  and 
hair  oil.  By  N.  Middleton,  35  Market  Street,  Marple. 
286,648. 

"Reidvo";  for  perfumery.    By  R.  Barron,  77  High  Street, 

Croydon.  286,942. 
"  Hinds'  Cream  "  on  label  device ;  for  a  skin-lotion.    By  A.  S 

Hinds,  18  West  Street,  Portland,  Me.,  U.S.A.  287,008, 

(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  December  19,  1906.) 

"  Analoid  "  ;  for  analytical  chemicals.  By  C.  H.  Ridsdale, 
Ravenscroft,  Roman  Road,  Linthorpe,  Middlesbrough. 
287,571. 

"  Emoli  "  ;  for  a  veterinary  cleansing  compound.  By  Emoli 
Co.,  2a  Hanover  Street,  London,  W.  287,413. 

"  Radite  " ;  for  a  chemical  in  Classes  2  and  3.  By  Radite 
Co.,  190  Vauxhall  Bridge  Road,  London,  S.W.  287,639, 
287,640. 

"  Regulin  "  ;  for  a  purgative.    By  Chemische  Fabrik  Heh- 

fenberg,  A.  G.,  Dresden.  285,174. 
"  Chiline  "  ;  for  a  medicinal  powder.    By  J.  Lawson,  jun., 

256  Burley  Road,  Leeds.  287,336. 
"  Vilix  "  ;  for  a  cough-mixture.    By  W.  H.  Jones,  3  Victoria 

Square,  Aberdare.  287,453. 
"  Potandys  " ;     for    a    pharmaceutical    preparation.  By 

Roberts  &  Co.,  76  New  Bond  Street,  London,  W.  287,801. 
"  Ripsol  "  ;  for  a  pharmaceutical  preparation.    By  Bertaut- 

Blancard  Freres,  40  Rue  Bonaparte,  Paris.  287,803. 
"  Maculane  " ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3  and  for  perfumery. 

Bv  Lennon,  Ltd.,  54  Queen  Elizabeth  Street,  London, 

S.'E.   287,806,  287,807. 
"Anesthol";  for  medicines.    By  Cooper  &  Co.,  Gloucester 

Road,  London,  S.W.  287,830. 
"Filter";   for  anti-rheumatic  rings.    By  "Filter"  Ring 

Co.,  Parliament  Chambers,  Gt.  Smith  Street,  London, 

S.W.  286,481. 

"  Koolyme  "  ;  for  aerated  beverages.    By  J.  Levy,  50  Russell 

Square,  London,  W.C.  287,430. 
Diamond-shaped  heraldic  device  of  a  shield  within  a  wreath 

and  surmounted  by  a  casque,  bugle,  and  a  crowing-cock ; 

for  candles,  soap,  detergents,  etc.,  and  for  perfumery. 

By  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Port  Sunlight.    285,427.  285,428. 

The  Pharmacy  Board  of  New  South  Wales  had  before  it 
at  the  November  meeting  an  extraordinary  case  of  poisoning. 
A  chemist  had  prepared  some  medicine  for  a  customer,  and 
left  it  to  be  called  for  at  his  own  house  adjoining.  The 
customer  called,  and  at  his  request  the  chemist's  wife  gave 
him  a  dose  of  the  medicine,  mixing  it  with  some  carbolic 
acid  which  was  in  a  glass  near  by,  and  was  mistaken  for  pure 
water.  The  customer  died.  The  chemist's  wife  was 
exonerated  by  the  police  from  all  blame. — The  Board  is  in  a 
difficult  financial  position.  The  total  funds  in  the  bank  at  the 
date  of  meeting  were  5/.  2s.  2d.  Accounts  amounting  to 
121.  18s.  Id.  were  passed  for  payment.  The  Preliminary 
examination  to  be  held  this  month  would  provide  sufficient 
fees  to  carry  on  the  Board  until  the  end  of  the  year,  paying 
all  the  current  accounts  except  those  of  the  lawyer.  The 
Premier  had  promised  at  the  first  opportunity  to  introduce  the 
new  Poisons  Bill,  which  would  impose  a  licence-fee  on  all 
vendors  of  poison,  but  he  flatly  refused  to  provide  funds  for 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Board.  A  representative  of  the 
Labour  party  had  suggested  several  amendments  to  the 
Poisons  Bill  of  such  a  character  that  it  was  agreed  to  ask 
the  Government  to  throw  up  the  Bill  if  the  proposed  amend- 
ments were  carried.  The  Board  at  this  meeting  completed 
arrangements  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania 
for  the  reciprocal  recognition  of  examination-certificates. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Council  of  Western  Australia  agreed  to 
the  reciprocal  recognition  of  those  pharmacists  who  had 
passed  the  examinations  at  the  Sydney  University,  and  the 
question  of  other  classes  of  examined  pharmacists  was  still 
under  discussion.  It  was  agreed  to  approach  New  Zealand 
with  a  view  to  arranging  reciprocity  on  an  examination  basis 
which  would  complete  reciprocity  with  the  whole  of  the 
Australian  States." 
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A  Synopsis  of  the  Principal  Value-changes  in  the  Chemical  and  Drug  Trade. 


IN  glancing  retrospectively  over  the  drug  and  chemical 
markets  during  1906,  we  find  at  the  close  of  the  year 
that  prices  of  many  important  products  are  higher  than  they 
were  in  January,  and  on  the  whole  the  volume  of  business 
done  justifies  the  assumption  that  1906  has  been  a  better 
trading-year  than  its  predecessor.  Speculation  has  been 
less  evident,  the  stringency  of  the  money-market  restricting 
paper-transactions,  besides  making  money  dear  for  ordinary 
credit  business  ;  while  it  has  also  occasionally  compelled 
holders  of  goods  to  realise  them  at  inopportune  times,  thus 
unnaturally  depressing  the  market.  The  upward  tendency 
of  prices  was  more  pronounced  during  the  second  half  of 
the  year,  especially  among  fine  and  heavy  chemicals,  the 
former  of  which  had  previously  been  selling  at  ruinous 
prices  as  the  result  of  keen  competition. 

The  Quinine  Situation 

at  the  end  of  1905  looked  as  if  the  low 
rates  then  ruling  would  continue.  Our  statement  to  that 
effect  has  been  realised,  for  quinine  has  been  remarkably 
cheap  throughout  the  year.  For  speculators  it  has  been 
another  disappointing  and  unprofitable  year.  Large  specu- 
lators have,  however,  left  the  article  severely  alone.  The 
year  has  also  been  noticeable  for  protracted  periods  of 
stagnation,  week  after  week  passing  by  at  nominal  quota- 
tions ;  and  such  was  the  pessimistic  feeling  in  August  that 
people  began  to  talk  of  "sixpenny  quinine."  Sevenpence 
per  oz.  appears  to  have  been  the  lowest  price  paid  in  the 
open  market  for  good  German  brands,  this  price  being 
accepted  in  August  from  second-hands,  the  makers'  quota- 
tion at  that  time  being  8d.  In  October  another  ^d.  was 
knocked  off,  and  makers  did  a  large  business  at  the 
reduction.  This  move  was  evidently  undertaken  with  the 
idea  of  "squeezing"  the  two  Dutch  factories,  whose  com- 
petition this  year  has  been  keenly  felt.  We  have  to  go 
back  to  February  1897  to  find  a  parallel  to  this  year's  bottom 
value;  then  official  quinine  sold  at  l^d.,  the  lowest  price 
ever  recorded ;  but  the  quotation  lasted  for  a  few  hours 
only.  This  year  it  continued  until  November  17,  when  8d. 
was  quoted,  second-hands  quoting  ^d.  to  grZ.  less.  Early 
in  December  a  decidedly  firmer  tone  prevailed,  and  the 
German  makers  withdrew  from  the  market,  second-hands 
being  higher  than  makers'.  This  anomalous  position  lasted 
about  a  fortnight,  when,  as  a  result  of  the  10-per-cent.  rise 
in  the.  bark-unit  at  the  last  Amsterdam  auction,  the  makers 
announced  a  Id.  advance  to  Qd.  It  is  stated  that  negotia- 
tions are  proceeding  for  the  inclusion  of  the  two  Dutch 
factories  in  the  "  ring,"  and,  if  this  be  done,  1907  may  show 
a  further  advance  on  the  present  low  prices. 
Java  Cinchona. 

From  January  to  December  the  exports  in 
cinchona  from  Java  fell  by  1.589.000  Amst.  lb.,  as  com- 
pared wit  h  the  record  figures  of  1905 ;  but  this  deficiency 
in  weight  is  more  than  balanced  by  richer  quinine-yielding 
bark.  Thus,  although  at  the  Amsterdam  auctions  this  year 
the  total  offerings  of  bark  were  297,788  kilos,  less  than  in 
1905,  "quinine  in  the  bark"  amounted  to  477,217  kilos., 
or  17,020  kilos,  more  than  in  1905,  the  average  percentage 
in  the  manufacturing-bark  ranging  from  5.49  to  6.09 — the 
highest  figures  recorded.  Of  these  477  tons  of  quinine  no 
less  than  446  tons  sold  in  auction — in  other  words. 
18.000.000  oz.  of  quinine  were  offered,  and  practically 
16.000.000  oz.  sold.  The  most  remarkable  fact  is  that  the 
enormous  quantities  of  cinchona  offeied  at  auction  year 
after  year  continue  to  find  buyers.  This  year  the  quinine- 
makers  (especially  American)  have  bought  heavily  and 
cheaply,  apparently  in  the  belief  that  Java  cannot  maintain 
her  output  at  the  present  rate. 

Cascara  Sagrada. 

The  decline  in  the  values  of  this  drug,  which 
began  in  1904  and  continued  in  1905,  came  to  an  end  this 
year.  Opening  at  29s.  spot,  cascara  sagrada  touched  its 
lowest  point— 26?. — in  February,  but  as  the  year  advanced 


reports  filtered  in  that  the  crop  was  to  be  extremely  small.  In 
consequence  there  was  a  steady  advance  through  the  summer 
and  autumn,  and  in  October  the  top  price  of  47s.  6d.  was 
paid,  but  with  profit-taking  and  the  dearness  of  money 
parcel  after  parcel  was  offered  at  auction  without  reserve, 
bringing  down  the  price  to  39s.  The  position  in  the  United 
States  is  regarded  as  very  strong  for  next  year,  when  the 
effect  of  the  short  1906  crop  will  be  fully  felt.  It  is  said 
that  "  peelers "  of  the  bark  can  now  find  much  more 
remunerative  work,  but,  should  the  price  advance  to  where 
it  was  in  1903,  the  labour  difficulty  would  be  met. 

The  Camphor  Situation 

has  reached  an  acute  stage,  but  it  cannot 
be  said  that  prices  are  unprecedented,  for  it  is  recorded  that 
in  1802  camphor  was  invoiced  at  17s.  per  lb.  and  in  1840  at 
6s.  lOd.  The  present  values  are,  however,  the  highest  of 
the  past  thirty  years,  and  while  the  scarcity  of  crude  mate- 
rial continues  values  are  likely  to  remain  at  a  high  level. 
Synthetic  camphor  promises  to  relieve  the  situation,  but 
probably  not  soon.  Germany  has  so  far  made  the 
greater  progress,  one  factory  having  produced  artificial 
camphor  in  commercial  quantities  suitable  for  the  cellu- 
;  loid  industry  only.  So  far  all  efforts  to  manufacture  a 
product  equal  in  medicinal  properties  to  natural  camphor 
have  failed.  Further  developments  are  impending  ;  but  the 
monetary  stake  is  large,  and  this  rather  than  technical 
achievement  dominates  the  situation  at  the  moment. 

Menthol 

continues  to  be  a  prominent  speculative  counter  among 
"bulls"  and  "bears"  in  the  "Lane,"  but  this  year  the 
fluctuations  have  been  less  violent,  with  fewer  "mock" 
transactions  in  auction.  Some  cheap  genuine  sales  have, 
however,  been  made  under  the  hammer  from  time  to  time, 
and  they,  of  course,  serve  their  purpose.  Spot  prices  this 
year  have  fluctuated  between  7s.  6(7.  and  9s.  l^d.  for  the 
premier  brand. 

Cod-liver  Oil. 

The  Norwegian  cod-fishing  began  early  this  year, 
and  yielded  very  satisfactory  results,  both  as  to  quantity 
and  quality.  Prices  of  oil  opened  in  January  at  about  75s., 
but  by  the  time  the  fishing  was  at  its  height  and  a  good 
yield  practically  assured  in  March  values  had  fallen  to 
60s.,  c.i.f.,  and  "  bear  "  sales  were,  moreover,  made  down  to 
54s.,  c.i.f.  With  a  brisk  demand  prices  steadily  advanced  in 
April  and  May  to  about  70s.,  c.i.f.,  declining  again  during 
the  summer  months.  September  ushered  in  the  winter  de- 
mand, and  in  October  quotations  were  aboHt  78s.,  c.i.f.  ;  but 
the  two  closing  months  of  the  year  have  marked  a  fall  of  5s. 
to  8s.  per  barrel,  probably  induced  by  the  fact  that  we  shall 
shortly  have  the  new  fishing  with  us.  It  must  not  be  for- 
gotten, however,  that  the  Lofoten  fishing,  which  yields  the 
finest  oil,  never  commences  until  late  in  February  or  March. 
The  Newfoundland  oil  still  continues  in  demand,  thanks  to 
the  improvements  effected  in  the  methods  of  production. 
Shellac. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  temporary  reactions,  the 
spot  price  of  fair  T.N.  Orange  shellac  shows  a  steady  ad- 
vance from  beginning  to  end.  In  January  T.N.  was  sell- 
ing at  181s.,  but  in  June  it  sold  at  200s.,  and  in  October  at 
222s.  From  this  point  it  has  slowly  receded  to  213s.  Specu- 
lation in  "  futures  "  has  been  conducted  more  soberly  as  the 
result  of  the  experiences  of  1904-5.  Although  our  im- 
ports and  deliveries  so  far  this  year  are  less  by  5,993  cases 
and  17,638  cases  respectively,  the  consumption  of  shellac  in 
the  arts  and  industries  continues  to  expand  ;  but  the  expla- 
nation is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  U.S.A.,  which  consumes 
about  60  per  cent,  of  the  production,  buys  more  of  it  direct. 

Crude  Drugs. 

The  greater  proportion  of  articles  are  dearer  at 
the  close  than  they  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
Cape  aloes  in  January  sold  at  25s.  6(7.,  advanced  steadily 
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to  34s.  in  June,  then  to  35s.  in  September,  and  now  stand  at 
30s.  to  30s.  6c?.  Curacao  aloes  in  boxes  and  gourds  has  been 
exceedingly  scarce,  fine  pale  liver  realising  60s.  on  several 
occasions.  Socotrine  in  kegs  has  advanced  fully  10s.,  rising 
from  75s.  to  85s.  .  In  August  a  feature  was  the  offering  of 
sixty-four  cases  so-called  "  Uganda "  aloes,  which  sold 
readily  at  34s.  Areca  has  been  scarce,  prices  showing  an 
advance  of  7s.  6c?.  on  the  year.  Asafetida  sold  at  97s.  6c?. 
for  good  free  almonds  in  January,  but  90s.  was  paid  for 
similar  quality  in  October.  The  bulk  of  the  imports  have 
been  of  medium  and  low  grades.  Copaiba  is  seldom  seen  at 
auction  now ;  the  market  is,  however,  well  supplied  with 
"  faked  "  stuff,  guaranteed  to  pass  the  B.P.  tests,  at  prices 
which  prevent  business  in  the  genuine  article.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  Maranham  and  Para  meet  with  a  slow  sale. 
Balsam  of  Peru,  after  neglect  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  has  sharply  advanced  about  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  the  Ham- 
burg market  having  been  cleared.  Tolu  has  gone  out  of 
fashion,  prices  showing  a  declining  tendency. 

A  much  larger  business  has  been  done  in  benzoin,  the 
deliveries  of  all  kinds  for  the  eleven  months  being  3,062 
packages,  which  figures  have  not  been  exceeded  during  the 
past  five  years.  Prices  on  the  whole  have  been  lower, 
81.  17s.  6c?.  being  the  highest  paid  for  good  almondy  Sumatra 
seconds  in  auction.  Siam  has  been  sold  at  between  13/.  and 
13/.  10s.  for  pea  and  bean  size,  and  23?.  upwards  for  bold 
almonds.  Imports  of  Palembang  have  been  on  a  larger 
scale,  and  firsts  have  sold  up  to  72s.  6d.  Buchu  has  fluc- 
tuated widely,  good  selling  at  7^d.  to  8d.  in  January,  rising 
to  Is.  in  September  and  Is.  3d.  in  November.  The  new  crop 
has  now  eased  values.  Calumba  has  been  cheap,  owing  to 
plentiful  supplies.  Cannabis  indica  is  4c/.  cheaper,  Bom- 
bay tops  having  been  obtainable  at  4s.  most  of  the  year. 
Cardamoms  have  as  usual  fluctuated  considerably  ;  3s.  8d. 
was  the  top  price  paid  in  March,  and  the  situation  has  now 
become  stringent  owing  to  short  shipments  (about  40,000  lb.) 
from  Ceylon,  so  the  outlook  is  for  much  higher  prices. 
Cascarilla  seldom  sells  at  auction  now,  the  small  trade 
being  done  by  private  treaty  at  between  65s.  and  75s.  for 
quill ;  and  the  same  applies  to  Canella  alba.  Ceylon  coca 
leaves  have  now  almost  displaced  the  South  American 
varieties ;  they  have  found  a  ready  sale  at  between  6d.  and 
Is:  per  lb.  Turkey  colocynth  has  been  difficult  to  sell, 
values  ranging  from  Is.  to  Is.  5c?.  and  Spanish  at  10c?. 
Cubebs  had  a  sensational  spurt  in  July,  when  they  advanced 
to  about  50s.  for  genuine  berries,  and  even  60s.  was  asked 
in  September,  but  subsequently  there  was  a  relapse. 
Dragon's-blood  has  met  a  steady  sale,  fine  reboiled  having 
been  scarce,  and  the  bulk  of  the  business  was  done  at  be- 
tween 91.  and  11/. 

Gamboge  has  been  interesting,  and  very  high  prices  have 
been  paid,  although  stocks  were  fair.  "Values,  which  were 
between  20?.  and  21/.  in  January,  rose  to  23/.  10s.  in  March 
for  fair  Siam  pipe  ;  but  in  that  month  there  was  a  famine, 
and  27/.  was  paid  for  a  single  case.  A  reaction  came  later. 
Guaiacum  has  lost  its  reputation  as  a  drug ;  only  7 
packages  have  been  imported  and  13  delivered  in  the  eleven 
months.  Although  the  price  of  ipecacuanha  is  Is.  to  Is.  6c?. 
higher  than  in  January,  it  has  been  cheap  during  1906. 
Matto  Grosso  sold  in  January  at  6s.  2d.  to  6s.  3d.,  touching 
7s.  6d%  in  July  and  8s.  2d.  to  8s.  3d.  in  October,  which  are 
to-day's  prices.  Cultivated  Minas  has  fluctuated  between 
6i.  and  8s.  3c?.  per  lb.  East  Indian  root  maintains  its  repu- 
tation among  European  buyers,  but  it  is  curious  that  the 
U.S.A.  does  not  appreciate  it.  Cartagena  ipecac,  has  varied 
between  6s.  and  7s.  6d.  per  lb.,  closing  about  3d.  less. 

Jalap  has  excited  more  interest  than  usual,  owing  to  the 
refusal  of  the  U.S.  Customs  to  admit  goods  of  low  resin- 
content.  The  consequence  was  a  flurry  in  October,  prices  in 
New  York  advancing  to  Is.  2d.  ;  and  holders  here  were 
able  to  obtain  a  corresponding  advance,  a  quantity  of  good 
testing- root  being  reshipped  to  the  U.S.  Earlier  in  the 
year  jalap  had  been  selling  at  between  3-^d.  and  6d.,  it 
being  a  veritable  drug  on  the  market.  Subsequently  the 
Customs  relaxed  their  stringent  regulations,  and  easier 
prices  have  since  prevailed  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

The  1906  crop  of  Turkey  opium  was  good,  final  estimates 
placing  it  at  about  7,000  to  8,000  cases ;  but  the  unexpected 
entrance  of  Japan  into  the  Turkish  market  as  a  large  buyer 
for  Korea  upset  calculations,  and  if  this  is  to  be  a  permanent 


feature  estimates  of  consumption  will  require  revision. 
There  has  also  been  a  heavier  export  demand  than  usual, 
and  prices  of  good  Smyrna  druggists'  opium  show  an  ad- 
vance of  fully  2s.  per  lb.  on  the  year.  Persian  opium  stood 
at  18s.  in  January,  and  rose  to  20s.  in  March  ;  but  it  steadily 
fell  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  lis.  6(7.  being  quoted  in 
December.  Rhubarb  has  had  a  dull  year  so  far  as  the  drug- 
auctions  show,  the  business  being  insufficient  to  afford  a 
criterion  of  progress  or  otherwise.  Imports  are  less  by 
125,  and  deliveries  less  by  232,  cases,  which  is  a  sufficient 
explanation  for  the  higher  prices  paid  for  all  descriptions, 
the  advance  being  most  pronounced  in  round  horny  High- 
dried,  which  has  sold  at  Is.,  or  double  former  values. 
Sarsaparilla  has  had  a  remarkable  year,  and  although  our 
imports  have  been  much  larger,  the  demand  has  often  out- 
run the  supply,  pointing  unmistakably  to  a  greater  con- 
sumption of  the  drug.  Grey  Jamaica  sold  up  to  2s.  4c?.  on 
several  occasions,  and  Lima-Jamaica  up  to  Is.  10c?.  At  the 
close  all  grades,  with  the  exception  of  Mexican,  are  ex- 
tremely scarce. 

The  situation  in  Tinnevelly  senna  is  mysterious.  As  a 
rule  large  shipments  of  the  new  crop  come  forward  from 
India  during  August  and  September,  but  we  are  now  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  only  driblets  of  the  new  crop  have  been 
forthcoming.  During  the  eleven  months  we  have  landed 
2,677  bales  (including  Alexandrian)  and  delivered  4,335 
bales,  the  stock  being  1,709  bales  only,  or  about  2,000  bales 
less  than  in  1905  and  1904.  These  figures  afford  a  startling 
contrast  to  1905,  when  the  landings  were  the  largest 
recorded  during  the  past  seventeen  years,  being  8,028  bales, 
and  the  deliveries  7,623  bales.  The  average  of  imports  for 
the  past  sixteen  years  was  approximately  5,573  bales  and 
the  deliveries  5,538  bales,  from  which  it  is  evident  that 
there  is  either  to  be  a  serious  shortage  this  season,  or  that 
the  new  crop  is  being  held  back.  In  1900  large  imports  of 
Tinnevelly  senna  came  along  in  January.  Is  history  to 
repeat  itself  in  1907  1  If  not,  we  are  in  for  a  season  of  much 
higher  prices.  One  of  the  most  significant  facts  of  the  year 
is  the  growing  scarcity  of  some  American  indigenous  drugs, 
a  circumstance  due  to  the  industrial  advances,  and  the 
future  of  these  supplies  would  be  a  blank  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  the  U.S.A.  Agricultural  Department  is  developing 
the  cultivation  of  the  plants.  This  gives  promise  of  a 
supply  of  reliable  material.  As  indicating  the  London  trade 
in  old-fashioned  drugs,  we  may  note  that  among  the  goods 
which  have  left  the  Crutched  Friars  warehouse  in  1906  have 
been  2,700  packages  benzoin,  830  boxes  and  kegs  aloes,  507 
gourd  aloes,  600  packages  ipecacuanha,  800  bales  sarsa- 
parilla, 200  cases  gamboge,  190  cases  dragon's-blood,  200 
bales  jalap,  and  490  cases  rhubarb. 

Fine  Chemicals  and  Alkaloid  i. 

Here  bromides  take  precedence  in 
interest.  A  very  unsettled  market  opened  the  year,  and 
potassium  bromide  sold  at  about  11c?.  to  Is.  In  February 
one  of  the  English  makers  dropped  his  price  to  6c?.,  but 
quickly  withdrew  it,  and  although  the  market  rallied  to  9d., 
demoralisation  prevailed.  In  March  English  make  was 
advanced  to  Is.  officially,  and  remained  nominal  during  the 
summer ;  then  the  price  was  reduced  to  10c?.  in  November. 
The  hopeless  state  of  the  market  is  due  to  the  unbridled 
competition  of  German  and  American  makes,  and  within 
the  past  few  weeks  the  cutting  has  become  almost  virulent. 
Iodine  and  iodides  stand  where  they  were  after  the 
drastic  reduction  at  the  close  of  1905,  when  crude  iodine 
was  lowered  from  lOjC?.  to  6c?.  per  oz.  and  potassium  iodide 
to  8s.  6c7.  It  has  always  been  possible  to  buy  from  "out- 
siders" below  these  prices.  Higher  cost  of  raw  material 
has  slightly  improved  acetanilide,  and  the  same  applies  in 
a  more  marked  degree  to  citric  acid.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  year  English  acid  was  worth  Is.  2f c?.  and  foreign  Is.  2^c?., 
but  to-day  the  values  are  Is.  8c?.  and  Is.  7c?.  respectively. 
The  features  this  year  have  been  the  large  demand  for 
the  U.S.A.  from  this  side,  and  the  strength  of  the  Messina 
syndicate,  who  control  the  citrate  of  lime  and  lemon  in- 
dustry. Quite  a  contrast  is  tartaric  acid,  the  fluctuations 
being  exceedingly  narrow  between  ll£c?.  and  life?,  for 
English  and  10|c?.  and  ll^c/.  for  foreign.  Cream  of  tartar, 
after  being  quiescent  from  January  to  September  at 
between  77s.  6c7.  and  78s.  6c7.  for  98-per-cent.  powder,  sud- 
denly scored  several  sharp  advances  from  October  onwards, 
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finishing  up  at  84s.  6c7.  Oxalic  acid  has  shown  an  unusually 
active  demand,  and  at  several  periods  has  been,  and  is  now, 
excessively  scarce.  The  price  has  risen  from  2^(7.  to  4^f/. 
for  prompt. 

Bismuth  and  its  salts  have  remained  unaltered,  the  former 
at  5  s.  The  year  has  been  characterised  by  a  good  demand. 
Both  caffeine  and  chloroform  were  advanced  in  July,  and  a 
drop  of  6^d.  in  chloral  hydrate  in  April  was  almost  balanced 
by  a  rise  of  5^d.  in  September.  Cocaine  has  been  reduced 
on  three  occasions,  which  leaves  the  hydrochloride  3s.  2d. 
per  oz.  cheaper  than  in  January.  Competition  among  the 
foreign  makers  of  codeine  during  the  first  six  months  led  to 
four  reductions,  but,  as  the  result  of  an  understanding  with 
the  Swiss  synthetic  maker,  the  pendulum  has  since  swung 
the  other  way,  and  from  August  to  December  advances 
aggregating  2s.  5(7.  per  oz.  were  made.  Morphine 
salts  were  reduced  id.  in  February,  but  in  sympathy 
with  the  rise  in  opium  there  were  three  successive 
advances  of  3d.  per  oz.  in  July,  November,  and 
December,  and  the  very  firm  position  of  opium 
favours  a  further  advance  by  the  turn  of  the  year. 
Glycerin  has  improved,  but  prices  still  rule  at  a  low  level, 
and  competition  keeps  them  so,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
makers  advanced  prices  last  week.  Phenacetin  has  de- 
clined, but  of  late  there  have  been  signs  of  a  healthier 
reaction  from  the  absurdly  low  prices.  Quicksilver  is  5s. 
per  bottle  lower,  having  been  altered  on  three  occasions 
only.  Mercurials  have,  however,  remained  stationary. 
Makers  announced  a  slight  advance  in  salicylates  in 
December,  and  the  price  of  santonin,  which  is  the  subject 
of  a  close  monopoly,  has  advanced  on  several  occasions, 
closing  at  the  extremely  high  figure  of  32s.  9(7.  per  lb.  The 
Cerman  and  Dutch  makers  of  sugar  of  milk  combined  early 
in  the  year,  and  prices  were  immediately  advanced. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  jear  thymol  advanced  as  a  result 
of  higher  prices  for  ajowan-seed.  Vanillin  is  as  much  as 
ever  the  object  of  keen  competition,  but  the  very  cheap 
offers  are  always  looked  upon  with  suspicion. 

Essential  Oils. 

Dealing  with  the  more  important  essential  oils 
alphabetically,  we  find  Chinese  aniseed  oil  calls  for  little 
comment.  Speculation  has  almost  been  a  dead-letter,  and 
the  values  have  not  fluctuated  more  than  6d.  to  Id.  either 
way  ;  opening  at  5s.  3d,  it  advanced  to  5s.  6e7.  by  February, 
but  fell  to  4s.  lie?,  in  July,  gradually  rising  again  to  5s.  Id. 
with  the  winter  demand.  The  consumption  has  fallen  off. 
Cassia  oil  has  been  scarce  and  dear.  Taking  prices 
on  the  80-per-cent.  to  85-per-cent.  basis,  the  oil  in 
February  was  3s.  3c?.,  but  from  that  point  values 
steadily  rose  to  4s.  9(7.,  at  which  figure  it  now 
stands.  Camphor  oil,  which  now  plays  an  important  part 
in  the  soap  and  perfume  industry,  has,  like  camphor,  gone 
.to  a  famine-price;  the  white  oil,  which  could  be  had  at 
about  58s.  per  cwt.  in  January,  is  now  worth  over  100s. 
Ceylon  citronella  oil  has  been  very  firm  throughout,  but 
latterly  prices  have  risen,  closing  about  6(7.  dearer  than  in 
January.  Up  to  date  there  has  been  a  deficit  of  98,000  lb. 
in  the  Ceylon  exports,  as  compared  with  1905 ;  and  with  an 
increasing  consumption  the  present  position  is  easily  ex- 
plained. Clove  oil,  which  depends  on  the  value  of  the 
spice,  has  moved  up  fully  6(7.  per  lb.  Eucalyptus  oil  has 
fluctuated  within  a  limited  range,  but  with  the  approach 
of  winter  there  was  a  distinct  rise  in  values.  The  slump 
in  values  of  lemongrass  oil  from  about  8(7.  to  Zd.  per  oz. 
was  not  altogether  unexpected,  and  large  buyers  have  been 
able  to  purchase  below  3d.,  although  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year  prices  fluctuated  between  7^d.  and  8c?.  Undoubtedly, 
the  high  prices  of  lemongrass  have  curtailed  the  consumption 
as  a  source  of  citral.  Oil  of  Backhousia  Citriodora  (which 
oil  was  sold  in  London  for  the  first  time  in  May)  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  drop  in  lemongrass,  as  the  importers  are 
asking  prohibitive  prices.  The  first  lots  offered  sold  at  13s. 
(9f(7.  per  oz.),  but  holders  were  willing  to  accept  lis.  9(7.  in 
December.  It  is  desirable  that  all  who  produce  citral-con- 
taining  oils  should  reconsider  the  position  in  view  of  the 
technical  demands,  as  was  indicated  editorially  last  week. 

The  career  of  lemon  oil  has  been  remarkable/inasmuch  as 
prices  have  touched  the  lowest  and  probably  the  highest 
on  record  in  the  twelve  months.  Early  in  the  year  genuine 
oil  could  be  had  at  from  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  in 


June  it  stood  at  3s.  6(7.,  subsequently  advancing  to  4s.  spot 
in  August,  while  in  Messina  5s.  6(7.  to  6s.  was  asked  that 
month  for  prompt  shipment.  Business  at  these  figures  was 
out  of  all  question,  the  consequence  being  that  spot  holders 
made  a  handsome  profit  of  over  2s.  per  lb.  ;  and  so  scarce 
did  the  oil  become  in  August  and  September  consumers 
had  to  put  up  with  adulterated  oil  at  high  prices.  In  addi- 
tion there  appears  to  have  been  a  good  autumn  demand, 
which  disposed  of  old  stocks.  With  the  offering  of  new  crop 
for  shipment  in  1907  prices  eased  somewhat  to  3s.  6(7.  and 
4s. ;  but  we  do  not  look  for  a  return  of  low  prices,  as  stocks 
are  low  and  the  situation  is  largely  controlled  by  a  syndicate 
of  Messina  exporters.  Bergamot  oil,  which  was  selling  at 
about  9s.  6(7.  in  January,  was  quoted  10s.  6(7.  in  September, 
when  it  was  assumed  that  the  autumn  crop  was  going  to  be 
poor.  Now  quotations  vary  between  10s.  6(7.  and  12s.  for 
the  new.  Sweet-orange  oil  has  shown  little  variation. 
Sandalwood  oil  has  also  undergone  little  change,  and 
although  the  higher  prices  paid  for  wood  in  November 
justify  an  advance,  competition  prevents  it  at  the  moment. 

Peppermint  oil  has  continued  a  favourite  speculative 
medium,  and  prices  of  American  and  Japanese  oils  show 
many  fluctuations,  mostly  based  on  reports  circulated  in  the 
interests  of  speculators.  It  appears  the  American  crop  has 
proved  better  than  was  originally  anticipated,  but  is  slightly 
below  last  year's.  The  market  has  at  times  been  very  un- 
settled and  a  most  difficult  one  to  gauge.  In  January,  tin 
oil  was  offering  at  10s.  ;  but  there  was  a  steady  advance  from 
this  point  to  12s.  in  July,  and  in  August  finest  quality  was 
quoted  13s. — the  highest  point.  Consumers,  however, 
bought  very  little,  and  when  the  truth  was  known 
in  regard  to  the  production  the  market  gradually 
sagged  to  lis.,  which  may  be  taken  as  the  price 
to-day  for  good  brands.  The  course  of  Japanese 
dementholised  oil  has  been  upwards,  the  year  opening  at 
4s.  6(7.  and  closing  at  6s.  3(7.  August  was  a  particularly 
busy  month  for  speculators,  the  price  being  driven  up 
rapidly  to  6s. ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Japan 
crop  has  been  a  full  average,  the  outlook  is  not  for  lower 
prices,  although  much,  of  course,  depends  on  the  whims  of 
speculators.  This  year's  crop  of  English  oil  was  one  of  the 
smallest  on  record,  and  prices  have  risen  about  5s. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  first  point  which  occurs  to  one  in  connec- 
tion with  the  heavy-chemical  trade  is  the  very  regular  and 
steady  demand  which  has  existed  throughout  for  both  main 
and  miscellaneous  products.  Contracts,  on  the  whole,  have 
been  exceptionally  well  taken  out,  and  in  a  good  number  of 
cases  the  original  estimated  requirements  have  been  con- 
siderably exceeded,  and,  in  fact,  the  early  anticipations  of 
a  brisk  all-round  demand  have  been  more  than  fulfilled. 
Export  business,  in  spite  of  a  nominally  quiet  period  here 
and  there,  has  been  very  good,  and  the  result  for  the  year 
will  show  a  considerable  increase  compared  with  last  year. 
Stocks  at  no  time  have  been  over-abundant — in  fact,  in  a 
good  number  of  cases  supplies  have  been  more  on  the  scarce 
side.  The  practice  of  regulating  the  output  to  the  existing 
demand  where  necessary  has  found  greater  favour  than  ever, 
and  is  likely  to  be  continued  by  manufacturers.  This  fact, 
together  with  the  increasing  tendency  in  all  directions  of 
manufacturers  to  work  together  in  unison  rather  than  com- 
pete in  a  senseless  degree  with  each  other,  has  had  the 
effect  of  maintaining  values  all  through  and  without  ab- 
normal fluctuations.  The  present  tendency  of  prices  is  on 
all  sides  rather  towards  an  advancement  than  otherwise, 
since  the  costs  of  manufacture  are  mostly  on  the  increase. 
The  higher  charges  for  coal  and  the  heavy  increased  cost 
of  timber  for  casks,  together  with  much  dearer  bags, 
although  considered  by  some  of  minor  importance,  are  bound 
to  be  felt,  and  those  "who  are  not  well  covered  forward  in 
this  respect  will  suffer. 

The  Modern  Tendency 

of  co-operation  is  a  feature  of  the  year's 
trading  which  requires  emphasis.  By  co-operation  we  mean 
the  syndication  of  interests  by  handlers  of  special  pro- 
ducts, this  tendency  prevailing  wherever  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  with  the  common  object  of  making  or 
selling  an  article  which  few  others  handle.  This  is  the 
natural  antidote  to  keen  competition,  and  doubtless  in  some 
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instances  secures  competition  in  quality.  But  it  were  better 
that  there  should  be  a  healthier  respect  for  the  good  old 
English  policy  of  live  and  let  live,  and  this  remark  applies 
as  pertinently  to  retail  buyers  as  to  those  who  frequent 
Mincing  Lane  and  the  Eoyal  Exchange.  In  no  department 
of  trading  is  it  more  desirable  than  in  the  drug  and  chemical 
trade  that  high  quality  should  be  the  first  consideration,  and 
the  keen  buyer  has  to  guard  himself  against  cheapness. 
With  this  moral  reflection  we  close  the  record  of  1906,  and 
express  the  hope  that  the  coming  year  will  be  equally,  if 
not  more,  prosperous. 


ftrafce  TReport 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  December  27. 

BUSINESS  has  been  virtually  suspended  in  the  Mincing 
Lane  markets  since  our  last,  and  consequently 
there  are  practically  no  price-alterations  to  report.  Previous 
to  the  holidays  business  was  done  in  Japanese  refined  cam- 
phor at  4s.  6d.  spot  and  4s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  for  2|-lb.  slabs. 
Small  sales  of  crude  Amoy  were  also  made  at  390s.  per  cwt. 
Aniline  oil  and  salts  are  \d.  per  lb.  dearer  at  6^d.  and  6d. 
per  lb.  respectively.  The  auction  of  cinchona  to  be  held  at 
Amsterdam  on  January  17  will  consist  of  5,998  packages 
Ledgeriana  and  hybrid  and  437  cases  and  1,058  packages 
Succirubra,  the  total  amounting  to  7,493  packages.  The  Lon- 
don market  for  opium  is  very  firm,  fine  Smyrna  druggists' 
offering  at  10s.  6d.  and  good  at  10s.  per  lb.  Dp  to  12s.  has 
been  paid  for  "soft  shipping"  seconds,  the  stocks  of  this 
quality  being  very  small.  Writing  in  regard  to  the  opium- 
market  on  December  14,  a  Smyrna  correspondent  states  that 
the  sales  amount  to  45  cases,  including  30  cases  selected 
Karahissar  and  4  cases  Yerli  t.q.  for  America,  and  5  cases 
Karahissar  t.q.  for  speculators.  Buyers  were  poorly  served 
this  week  both  in  quality  and  quantity ;  and  as  many  of  their 
purchases  were  returned  they  were  only  partly  replaced  at 
higher  figures.  _  The  general  impression  is  that  very  soon 
nothing  eligible  in  the  way  of  opium  will  be  selling  at  a  lower 
price  than  lis.  per  lb.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount 
to  3,044  cases,  against  1,358  cases  at  the  same  period  of  last 
year.  Another  correspondent,  writing  on  December  15, 
states  that,  in  spite  of  the  rain  and  more  favourable  weather, 
business  has  been  difficult  to  effect  even  at  a  fresh  advance. 
The  sales  amount  to  40  cases,  comprising  35  cases  choice 
Karahissar  t.q.  at  the  equivalent  of  7s.  2d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
and  5  cases  Yerli  t.q.  at  from  10s.  6d.  to  10s.  lid.,  five  cases 
of  the  above  being  for  local  speculation.  After  the  close 
of  the  market  a  further  10  cases  Karahissar  were  sold  for 
exportation  at  9s.  10d.,  this  marking  a  fresh  advance  of 
1  piastre.  A  Messina  report  on  the  sulphur-market  dated 
December  15  states  that  the  production  in  Sicily  in  1905  was 
520,000  tons  (of  1,030  kilos.),  but  this  year  it  is  estimated 
at  35,000  to  40,000  tons  less,  although  stocks  in  Sicily  have 
increased  on  account  of  the  decrease  in  shipments.  The 
"  Consorzio  "  still  declines  to  allow  shipments  to  the  United 
States.  The  present  provisional  administration  will  pro- 
bably leave  this  question  to  be  settled  by  the  Board, 
which  will  be  elected  shortly,  and  will  probably  enter  into 
office  at  the  end  of  January.  As  the  accumulation  of  stocks 
cannot  go  on  indefinitely,  the  new  Board  will  probably  con- 
sider the  question  of  exports  of  sulphur  to  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  which  is  so  important  a  factor  in  balancing 
production  and  consumption.  Other  plans  to  this  end  are 
to  sell_  a  certain  quantity  of  sulphur  at  a  reduction  in  price 
for  acid-making  and  to  pay  some  mines  for  ceasing  or  reduc- 
ing their  production.  This  last  measure  is  not  easy  to  carry 
out.  The  Banco  di  Sicilia  has  raised  the  sum  available  for 
advances  to  producers  from  six  to  ten  millions  of  lire.  It 
advances  them  four-fifths  of  the  market-price,  to  be 
liquidated  qilus  interest  accrued  when  the  "Consorzio" 
pays  into  the  Banco  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  sulphur 
which  it  makes.  Producers  are  thus  not  pressed  to  re- 
imburse the  advance  on  any  fixed  date.    The  "  Consorzio" 


has  not  altered  prices  since  last  month.  The  total  shipments 
of  crude  and  refined  sulphur  from  Sicily  during  November 
amounted  to  18,777  tons,  or  5,711  tons  less  than  in  1905  : 
during  the  eleven  months  the  exports  have  been  367,893  tons, 
or  43,915  tons  less  than  the  preceding  year.  The  stocks  at 
all  shipping  ports  in  Sicily  at  the  end  of  November  amounted 
to  510,246  tons,  against  451,925  tons  in  1905,  or  58,321  tons 
more.  Of  the  exports  20,000  tons  less  have  been  shipped 
to  the  U.S.A.  Prior  to  the  holidays  there  was  an 
excellent  demand  for  tragacanth,  new  arrivals  selling 
at  an  advance  of  from  10s.  to  15s.  per  cwt.,  principally 
for  white  Persian  flake.  Good  Alexandrian  senna-pods 
have  been  sold  at  8^d.  and  common  at  l^d.  per  lb. 
Small  spot  sales  of  lemongrass  oil  have  been  made,  at  4^rf. 
per  oz.  Peppermint  oil  is  unchanged,  the  spot  quotation 
for  Japanese  being  6s.  3rf.  Aniseed  oil  is  steady  at  5s.  Id. 
to  5s.  per  lb.  spot.  Ceylon  citronella  is  in  more  inquiry, 
drums  being  quoted  Is.  lO^rf.  to  Is.  lid.  spot.  Menthol  is 
steady,  with  a  little  inquiry  at  8s.  6d.  spot,  and  buyers  of 
Kobayashi  at  8s.  4±d.,  c.i.f.  Prior  to  the  holidays  a  sale 
of  10  cases  Yazawa  was  made  at  8s.  Zd.,  c.i.f.  .  Chiretta  is 
scarce  and  firm  on  the  spot  at  from  6^d.  to  Id.  per  lb. 
Coriander-seed  is  easier  and  more  plentiful  at  12s.  per 
cwt.,  but  cumin-seed  is  very  scarce  at  75s.  for  Maltese  and 
42s.  for  East  Indian.  Eighteen  bales  of  East  Indian  ipecac, 
have  arrived.  Rio  is  held  at  from  8s.  Ad.  to  8s.  6d.  for  good. 
Ten  bales  grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  have  also  arrived. 
Quinine  is  quiet,  with  sellers  of  good  German  sulphate  at 
8^d.  per  oz.  from  second-hands.  Among  the  arrivals  which 
have  come  to  hand  since  December  20  are  1,955  cs.  antimony 
@  Havre,  41  brls.  arsenic  @  Oporto,  136  cs.  bromine  @ 
Hamburg,  50  cs.  camphor  @  Hong  Kong,  360  cs.  @  Havre, 
178  cs.  cardamoms  @  Ceylon,  20  cs.  cassia  oil  @  Hamburg, 
20  bales  chamomiles,  415  bags  chillies  @  Amsterdam,  13  cs. 
coca-leaves  @  Ceylon,  84  brls.  cod-liver  oil  @  Norway, 
18  bags  ipecacuanha  @  Singapore,  22  bales  jalap  @  Ham- 
burg, 58  bales  juniper-berries  @  Leghorn,  24  cs.  lime  oil 
@  West  Indies,  98  cs.  opium  @  Marseilles  and  175  cs.  @ 
Constantinople,  @  Bushire  15 ;  92  bags  podophyllum-root  ® 
Baltimore,  and  66  pkgs.  thorium  salts  @  Flushing. 

Cablegram. 

New  York,  December  27:— A  quiet  tone  prevails.  Opium 
is  strong  and  dearer  at  $3.55  per  lb.  for  druggists'.  Rio 
ipecac,  is  firmer  at  $2.15.  Copaiba  is  scarce  and  dearer  at 
38c  per  lb.  for  Central  American.  Balsam  Peru  is  also  dearer 
at  $1.35.  Buchu  is  firmer  at  22c.  per  lb.,  and  senega  is  dull 
of  sale  at  45c.  per  lb.  Guarana  is  scarce  at  $2.00  per  lb. 
Peppermint  oil  in  bulk  is  easy  at  $2.35  per  lb. 

Coptis  Teeta. 

A  Calcutta  merchant  last  year  bought  forty-five  maunds  of 
Mishmi  bitter  which  had  come  down  to  the  local  market  from 
the  Mishmi  territory  in  Assam.  This  was  sent  to  China, 
where  it  is  in  great  demand  as  a  medicine  and  dye.  Ine 
price  last  year  was  Rs.  4  per  ser  (2  lb.) ;  this  year  it  has  gone 
up  to  Rs.  7.8  per  ser,  and  is  difficult  to  obtain  at  that  price. 
The  Reporter  on  Economic  Products  is  investigating  the 
botanical  sources  of  the  two  kinds  of  this  drug  now  being  sold. 
Wild  Nutmegs. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal 
held  on  December  6,  Mr.  D.  Hooper  exhibited  some  primitive 
candles  made  from  the  seeds  of  Myristica  canariea,  one  of  the 
wild  nutmegs  of  Southern  India.  The  tree  is  found  m  South 
Kanara,  Malabar,  and  Travancore.  The  seeds,  which  contain 
half  their  weight  of  fat,  are  beaten  into  a  paste  and  pressed 
into  the  hollows  of  small  bamboo  stems,  and  then  heated  over 
a  fire.  The  black  candles,  moulded  in  this  peculiar  fashion, 
are  removed  and  used  for  illuminating-purposes  by  villagers. 
The  fat  of  the  seeds  consists  mainly  of  mynsticm,  is 
readily  saponifiable,  and  warrants  a  wider  commercial 
application. 

Chiretta. 

At  the  same  meeting  Mr.  I.  H.  Burkill  read  a  note  on 
Swertia  tonquinensis  and  on  a  new  variety  of  S.  purpurascens. 
The  former  of  these  is  closely  related  to  the  official  drug 
Swertia  Chirata,  and  is  plucked  as  a  tonic  herb,  as  it  is  equally 
bitter.  The  official  herb,  however,  is  sold  in  the  Darjeeling 
bazaars.  Mr.  Burkill  is  revising  the  botany  of  this  genus  of 
plants,  and  is  preparing  a  paper  on  their  geographical  dis- 
tribution.  _  

Duty-free  Bromine  and  Iodine  in  France.— The  French 
"Journal  Officiel  "  for  December  16  contains  the  text  of  a 
law,  extending  the  regime  of  temporary  duty-free  admission 
to  bromine  and  iodine.  The  conditions  governing  the  tem- 
porary free  admission  of  those  products  are  to  be  determined 
by  decree. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. -Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.    All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.    If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.    We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  reade.'s 
generally.    Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 
BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.     Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "Information  Wanted." 


London  and  Hull  Soap-works. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  report  as  con- 
tained in  your  legal  reports  of  the  current  issue  and  point 
out  to  you  that  this  action  is  between  Edward  Power,  chair- 
man ;  R.  Reynolds,  director  ;  and  Thomas  Dixon,  director  j 
F;  C.  Monnickendam,  the  managing  director ;  and  not  the 
London  and  Hull  Soap  Co.  v.  anybody. 

Yours  faithfully 
18  Eldon  Street,  E.C.  James  A.  Ellis,  Secretary. 

Aspirin. 

Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  the  custom  of  my 
fellow-pharmacists  is  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  word 
"Aspirin"?  When  Bayer's  aspirin  is  ordered,  Bayer's 
article  is,  of  course,  always  supplied  ;  but  in  conversation  a 
little  time  back  with  a  barrister  who  occupies  a  leading 
position  in  legal  business  connected  with  patents,  he 
assured  me  that  when  the  aspirin  letters-patent  were  can- 
celled that  it  gave  anyone  the  right  to  apply  the  word  aspirin 
to  acetyl-salicylic  acid,  provided  he  does  not  mislead  the 
purchaser  into  thinking  that  he  was  buying  aspirin  (Bayer). 
He  further  stated  that  Bayer  could  not  re-possess  them- 
selves of  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word  aspirin  unless  the 
trade  omitted  to  make  use  of  the  privilege  for  sufficiently 
long  time  to  enable  the  original  patentees  to  establish  for 
themselves  common  law  rights.  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
if  pharmacists  generally  have  been  aware  of  this  privilege, 
and  whether  they  have  availed  themselves  of  it  ?  Since 
perfectly  pure  acetyl-salicylic  acid  can  be  bought  at  about 
one-tenth  of  the  price  of  aspirin  (Bayer),  the  point  is  of 
some  considerable  importance. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Hove,  December  22.  H.  W.  K.  Pears. 

[Whatever  the  legal  gentleman's  opinion  may  be,  the  fact 
remains  that  the  decision  referred  to  by  Mr.  Pears  was  upon 
the  patent-rights  alone,  and  the  word  "  Aspirin "  remains 
the  registered  trade-mark  of  Messrs.  F.  Bayer  &  Co.,  Elber- 
fold.  Any  privilege  in  respect  to  the  word  is  theirs  alone, 
until  the  contrary  is  established  by  the  Courts. — Editor.] 
Income-tax  on  Trade-profits. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  December  22  "  Xrayser"  seems  to 
be  seeking  illumination  on  the  subject  of  Lewis  &  Burrows', 
Ltd.,  income-tax.  As  a  company  secretary,  perhaps  I  can 
shed  some  light.  "Xrayser"  will  remember  that  tax  is 
assessed  on  the  average  of  the  previous  three  years'  trading. 
Obviously,  then,  with  increasing  profits  the  tax  is  on  a  less 
sum  than  the  current  year's  net  profit;  and  conversely,  with 
decreasing  profits,  the  business  is  assessed  on  a  sum 
higher  than  its  current  profit.  A  further  fact,  which 
appears  surprising'  at  first,  follows.  As  a  company 
deducts  (at  present)  Is.  in  the  pound  from  all  divi- 
dends paid,  in  the  former  instance  it  makes  a  profit 
on  its  income-tax,  while  in  the  latter  case  it 
makes  a  loss.  It  should  be  noted  in  this  instance  that  the 
69/.  tax  bears  no  relation  to  the  2,698/.  profit,  nor  the  50/. 
to  the  2,311/.,  as  the  current  account  does  not  enter  into  the 
assessment,  but  only  the  previous  three  years'.  Thus  it 
is  necessary  to  study  the  profits  of  the  company  from  the  year 
1901-2  up  to  the  present  before  making  critical  calcula- 


tions, and  even  then  to  remember  that  the  net  profit  as 
shown  in  the  accounts  is  not  the  net  profit  entering  into 
income-tax  assessment,  various  adjustments  being  neces- 
sary Yours  truly, 
Redman's  Road,  E.  A.  W.  Mitchell. 

The  Biggest  of  the  Lot. 

Sir  —I  read  in  your  issue  of  December  22  a  report  of  a 
speech  made  by  my  friend  Mr.  T.  M.  Clague,  Newcastle, 
which  is  so  worded  as  to  mean,  if  I  read  it  aright,  that  Mr. 
Clague  "is  Divisional  Secretary  of  the  largest  Parlia- 
mentary division  in  England."  Upon  looking  up  statistics, 
and  without  going  further  afield  than  the  county  of 
Northumberland  (which  has  in  all  seven  Parliamentary 
divisions),  I  find  Hexham  Division  is  the  largest, 
703,834  acres,  and  Tynemouth,  4,372  acres,  is  the  smallest 
while  Mr.  Clague' s  division,  5,355  acres,  shares  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  smallest  but  one  in  the  county.  I 
need  not  add,  however,  it  is  splendidly  represented. 

Yours  truly, 

Hexham.  John  Gibson. 

Extract  of  Cottonseeds. 

Sir —What  your  correspondent  236/74,  in  your  "  Infor- 
mation wanted'"  (December  22,  p.  919),  evidently  wants  is 
fluid  extract  of  the  Palma  Christi  plant.  Dose  :  gj.  ex 
aq.  semicyatho  vinoso  t.d.s.  The  above  is  the  only  prepara- 
tion I  know  of  for  the  purpose  required,  and  I  have  dis- 
pensed it  many  times  for  doctors. 

Canterbury.  A.  A.  Senior. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants. 

Sir,— I  have  read  with  great  interest  the  letters  appear- 
ing on  the  above,  and  it  has  often  seemed  to  me  a  great 
pity  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  Apothecaries' 
Society  do  not  work  more  together,  seeing  their  interests 
are  practically  identical.  Why  not  mutually  agree— in- 
troduce a  Bill  if  necessary— to  allow  the  apothecaries 
assistant  to  register  at  Bloomsbury  as  a  chemist's  assistant 
(Associate  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  on  payment  of 
11.  Is.  fee,  giving  him  the  right  to  sell  and  dispense 
poisons,  in  the  absence  of  his  principal,  but  no  right  to 
practise  as  a  chemist  or  use  the  title  on  his  own  account — a 
right  to  be  retained  by  the  Minor  man.  This  should  prove 
to  be  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  Societies,  inducing 
men  to  qualify  as  chemists'  assistants,  and  benefiting  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  by  the  registration- fees  and  the 
interest  these  associates  would  take  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Faithfully  yours, 

J  H.  J.  Sharp. 

49  Edward  Street,  Brighton,  December  12. 

Sir,— Just  a  few  lines  with  reference  to  the  letter  signed 
"Compounder."  In  the  first  place,  why  does  "Com- 
pounder" take  such  liberties  with  his  brother  chip's 
("Assistant  L.S.A.'s")  very  sensible  suggestions? 

Surely  the  salutary  effect  of  the  splendid  certificate 
received  should  act  similarly  on  like  material ;  but  in  the 
case  of  "  Compounder  "  it  seems  to  be  one  of  "  retrograde 
metamorphoses."  I  would  advise  "  Compounder  "  to  take 
a  much  broader  and  more  brotherly  view  of  life,  as  it  is 
just  such  narrow-mindedness  as  he  suggests  that  has  laid 
the  whole  foundation  of  the  drug-trade's  troubles.  In  other 
words,  he  prefers  giving  his  utmost  help  and  support  to 
the  Society  that  does  not  want  him,  in  hopes  that  eventually 
they  may  do,  but  when  the  unregistered  sing  in  a  similar 
strain  it  is  all  "off."  As  to  the  insinuation  about  the 
assistant  L.S.A.  being  "anxious  to  become  connected  with 
business  which  can  only  be  done  legally  by  qualified 
chemists,"  I  consider  it  very  ungentlemanly  and  uncalled- 
for,  and  the  use  of  the  word  "  envied  "  unkind,  as  evidently 
"  Compounder  "  thinks  "  pitied  "  would  be  a  better  word. 
Again,  his  remarks  about  "tending  to  rout  the  armies  of 
the  robbers  who  dare  to  say  that  it  is  immoral  to  be 
qualified  "  are  quite  as  irrelevant  as  his  former  statements, 
and  intentionally  misleading,  for,  on  the  contrary,  I  admire 
any  man  who  is  qualified  and  fair-minded — everybody  does 
— and  do  not  wish  to  rob  him  of  one  iota,  either  in  title  or 
anything  else.  What  I  wished  to  convey  when  I  used  the 
word  ' '  immoral ' '  was  that  the  examinations  as  at  present 
conducted  are  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  needs  of  the  busi- 
ness of  a  chemist  and  druggist.  I  consider  about  1?.  6<7.  a 
week  extra  the  average  reward  for  possessing  the  "  envied  " 
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Minor  certificate,  and  taking  "  Compounder's  "  estimate  of 
his  own  ability,  I  should  say  his  services  ought  to  be  valued 
at  about  2s.  6d.  Yours  very  truly, 

Unregistered.  (236/34.) 


Dispensing1  Notes. 

The  Hair-preparation. 

Sir,— In  answer  to  "  Realgar's  "  query  respecting  the  bay 
rum  and  coconut-oil  recipe,  I  can  assure  your  correspondent 
from  experience  that  if  he  first  melts  the  coconut  oil  with  a 
very  gentle  heat,  and  then  adds  the  mixed  bay  rum,  nux 
vomica,  and  bergamot,  and  stirs  assiduously  until  it  sud- 
denly sets,  he  will  find  it  make  a  most  presentable  preparation. 
m  ....  Sincerely  yours, 

Teddington.  j0Hn  E.  Lee. 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "C.  &  D.  Diary,  I9o5,"  for  much  legal  information  as  to 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


Wincarnis  (245/3)  has  a  wine-licence  at  his  principal  place 
of  business,  but  not  at  his  branches.  Is  it  legal  for  a  branch 
manager  to  take  an  order  for  a  bottle  of  wine  and  send  the 
order  to  the  principal  establishment  to  be  executed  there? 
[No ;  a  licensee  is  only  authorised  to  sell  at  the  premises 
winch  are  licensed,  and  it  has  been  held  in  several  cases 
that  the  receiving  of  orders  at  other  premises  is  part  of  a 
sale,  and  is  accordingly  illegal.  Convictions  have  followed. 
Even  in  one  case  the  receipt  of  an  order  by  a  carman  at  a 
customer  s  house,  and  delivery  of  the  liquor  at  that  house, 
was  a  sale  at  the  house  and  not  at  the  licensed  premises.] 

Straightforward  (243/38).— If  you  would  send  us  the  name 
of  the  company  you  refer  to  we  would  soon  ascertain  whether 
your  surmise  that  it  is  trading  on  11.  capital  is  correct  or 
not.    It  seems  wildly  ridiculous. 

Doubtful 
pany,  and 
"  Doubtful 


J.  B.  T. 

interefere 
blished  or 
Council  do 


(246/35).—"  &  Co."  does  not  mean  a  limited  com- 
lt  is  ^not  necessary  to  register  such  a  title  as 
&  Co.      Read  our  Diary  article  on  company  law. 

(246/50).— The  Pharmaceutical  Society  does  not 
with  qualified  chemists  who  trade  under  esta- 
assumed  trade-names.  Several  members  of  the 
not  trade  under  their  own  names. 

Quinine  (244/42)  is  a  bankrupt  whose  discharge  has  been 
suspended  for  the  minimum  term,  and  he  has  been  offered 
money  to  start  in  business  now.  If  he  does  so,  can  the 
.Bankruptcy  Court  or  any  creditor,  he  asks,  make  him  pay 
debts  with  reference  to  which  the  bankruptcy  proceedings 
were  taken?  [Until  our  subscriber  has  got  his  discharge  at 
the  future  date  specified  by  the  Court  he  cannot  safely 
recommence  business  without  running  the  risk  of  having  the 
trustee  down  on  him,  and  he  ought  not,  therefore,  to  accept 
moneys  from  his  friends.] 

Xylem  (247/57).— Such  a  shampoo-powder  as  yours  some- 
times seems  to  make  women's  hair  very  sticky,  but  that  is 
because  they  do  not  use  sufficient  water.  We  do  not  think  you 
are  called  upon  to  pay  your  customer  the  barber's  charge  for 
giving  her  a  shampoo,  but  you  might  let  the  barber  have  a 
piece  of  your  mind  for  his  inconsiderate  remarks.  He  almost 
libelled  you. 

■,r?v  °\  (S,witzerIan,d)  (.248/60)  asks  if  an  unqualified  chemist 
m  England  may  ca  1  his  business  "drug-stores,"  and  use  the 
title  druggist.  [He  may  not  use  the  word  "  druggist  "  in 
any  connection,  the  Pharmacy  Act  prohibiting  this;  but 
drug-stores    is  a  description  which  may  be  used  by  unquali- 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months, 


Colourman  (237/1)._Solidified  Spirit. -The  processes  em- 
ployed for  solidifying  methylated  spirit  depend  upon  the 
formation  of  a  soap  in  the  liquid  which  enmeshes  the  spirit, 
bpiritine  is  the  best  example  of  this  class:  it  is  made  by 
melting  4  5  parts  of  stearine  (or  other  animal  and  vegetable 
fatty  matter),  dissolving  in  it  0.5  part  of  sodium  carbonate 


adding  to  95  parts  of  methylated  spirit  and  heating  for  an 
hour  in  a  closed  vessel. 

M.  B.  J.  (237/16). — Discoloured  Hair. — Warm  water 
acidulated  with  tartaric  or  citric  acid  will  probably  remove 
the  tea-stains  from  the  hair.  If  this  is  not  found  to  be  suffi- 
cient, sulphite-of-soda  solution  may  be  tried. 

Wood  (239/52). — (1)  Diascordm  is  a  shortened  form  of 
diascordium  or  electuarium  e  scordio,  an  ancient  prophy- 
lactic and  remedy  for  the  plague.  It  is  now  replaced  by 
catechu,  the  electuarium  catechu  of  the  last  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia  being  the  representative  of  the  older  electuary. 
The  formula  is — 

Catechu   

Kino   3iv- 

Cinnamon   3j- 

Nutmeg   3j 

Opium  3iss. 

Diffuse  the  opium  in  a  little  sherry,  finely  powder  the  rest 
of  the  ingredients,  and  mix  with  syrup  of  red  roses  (boiled 
to  the  consistence  of  honey)  Oiss.  The  dose  is  20  gr.  to 
120  gr.  We  are  assuming  that  the  word  "  diasoorum  "  has  not 
been  confused  with  diacodium,  for  which  syrup  of  poppies 
is  indicated. 

(2)  Ragwort. — Scnecio  Jacobcea  is  also  known  as  seggrum. 
stinking  nanny,  St.  James's  wort,  staggerwort,  ragweed,  and 
dog-standard. 

P.  W.  (236/64). — The  Eczema-cream  contains  tar  and  lanolin, 
but  the  sample  is  too  small  to  permit  of  a  more  extended 
examination. 

T.  J.  W.  (224/5). — Roup-paste  as  the  specimen  you  send: 

Balsam  of  copaiba    ^  oz. 

Magnesia  carbonate    joz. 

Powdered  cayenne    2  dr. 

Flowers  of  sulphur    1  oz. 

Powdered  liquorice    1  oz. 

Mix,  adding  more  copaiba  if  needed  to  make  a  firm  paste. 
The  dose  for  a  fowl  is  "a  piece  the  size  of  a  kidney  bean" 
night  and  morning. 

Zodiac  (Barcelona)  (241/33). — Soap-perfume. — It  is  difficult 
to  fulfil  all  the  conditions  you  lay  down,  but  the  following 
mixture  fairly  meets  your  wishes  for  an  inexpensive,  inteni©, 
and  pleasant  perfume  for  coconut-oil  soap : 

Saf  rol   32  parts 

Oil  of  cedarwood   10  parts 

Oil  of  cassia    ...     5  parts 

Oil  of  lavender    2  parts 

If  this  is  not  to  your  liking  you  must  experiment  with 
benzaldehyde,  geranium  oil,  citronella  oil,  and  verbena  oil. 
(2)  Pate  Algerienne. — The  cleansing  paste  under  this  name 
which  you  send  does  not  appear  to  be  anything  else  than 
yellow  soap  made  into  a  jelly  with  hot  water.  (3)  Varnish 
Resins. — The  process  you  refer  to  is  one  of  those  for  con- 
verting acid  resins  into  esters.  The  method  consists  in  heat- 
ing resin  with  glycerin  under  pressure  and  in  vacuo,  followed 
by  a  process  of  distillation  and  purification  according  to 
whether  hard  or  soft  esters  are  aimed  at.  (4)  Binoxide  of 
sodium  under  the  name  of  oxylithe  is  sold  by  Messrs.  Siebe, 
Gorman  &  Co.,  Westminster  Bridge  Road,  London,  S.E.  (see 
p.  88  of  C.  <Sc  D.  Supplement,  November  24). 

F.  tfc  Co.  (234/27). — (1)  Camphor-and-Eucalyptus  Liniment 
for  penny  trade  is  made  from  such  a  formula  as  the  following : 

01.  eucalypti    3j- 

01.  terebinth.    31V- 

Lin.  camph.  ad    3*x. 

Misce, 

(2)  We  were  unable  to  get  suitable  replies  to  our  inquiry  about 
the  boxes,  but  suggest  that  you  ask  the  box-makers  who  adver- 
tise in  the  C.  &  D.  and  G.  ds  D.  Diary  to  quote  you  a  price 
for  making  the  boxes. 

/.  S.  (229/49).— Soap-powder  or  Bleaching-soda.— This  con- 
tains a  good  proportion  of  sodium  silicate,  which  possesses 
considerable  lessive  power.  The  following  mixture  represents 
an  average  soap  powder : 

Powdered  coconut-oil  soap     ...    4  parts 

Sal  soda   2  parts 

Sodium  silicate    2  parts 

The  method  of  making  these  powders  is  given  in  detail  in 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

Arsenic  (239/59). — You  can  change  the  powder  as  you  sug- 
gest without  fear  of  untoward  results.  Perhaps  you  have 
thought  of  calomel  and  sugar.  The  deposit  in  the  mixture 
is  most  probably  iron  tannate,  not  arsenic. 

Vet  (196/42). — Was  your  sample  of  horse-cure  labelled  ?  We 
have  a  £-oz.  unlabelled  bottle  containing  apparently  tinct. 
kino  which  may  be  the  sample  you  sent. 
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SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

1Y/TINOR  student  requires  Part-time  work;  Counter;  Dispensing; 
IVx  excellent  references.    "  Student  Associate,"  256  Kennington 
Road,  S.E. 

1s.  for  12  words  or  less  ;  6d.  for  every  10  words  beyona, 
prepaid. 

W  See  Publisher's  Notice  on  Front  Page  of  this 
Supplement. 

NOTE.— Replies  can  be  addressed  to  this  Office  and  forwarded 
to  the  Advertiser  for  an  additional  charge  of  6d. 

TMMEDIATE. — Assistant  or  part-time;  Dispensing,  Photography, 
_L    Extractor;    reliable,   energetic.     "  Rhei,"   141a,  Coldharbour 
Lane,  S.E. 

TTNQUALIFIED  ;  quick  Store  trade;  London  experience;  capable 
U   Managing ;  town  or  country.    "Outdoors"  (60/21),  Office  of 
this  Paper. 

QQ.  qualified;  part-time;  in  town  :  or  situation  where  Extraction 
mj>  and  Mechanical  work  can  be  learnt.    Morgan,  Albert  House, 
Carmarthen. 

RETAIL. 

/"QUALIFIED.— Scotsman    (39),    married,    good-class    town  and 
\oL    country  experience,  Photography,  seeks  permanency.  62/32, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

y~\UALIFIED ;    23;    hospital  preferred.    "  Pyro,"  114  Clapham 
\ol  Road. 

A  SSISTANT;  qualified;  22;  disengaged.    "P.  0.,"  Bontnewydd, 
u\.  Carnarvon. 

"TTVlSENGAGED  ;  qualified ;  London  and  country  experience.  60/16, 
U  Office  of  this  Paper. 

TITINOR  student  (23),  7  years'  experience,  abstainer,  seeks  evening 
JLu.  work  near  schools;  highest  references.    "  Aspirin,"  436  High 

Tinorl     St rdl  +"h a m     *3  W 
H'J'IU.    O  1  1  L  J  1  11     111  ,    O  ■  >>  • 

T)  RANCH  Manager,  Senior  Assistant,  or  Locum-tenens  ;  qualified; 
13  disengaged;  Prescriber,  Extractor;  London  and  provincial  ex- 
perience.   55/1,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  SSISTANT;  28;  unqualified;  disengaged;  permanency.  "  Velox," 
A  181  Cowley  Road,  Oxford. 

A  SSISTANT  or  Branch,  outdoors  (33),  wants  engagement  at  once; 
A  12  years'  London  Store  and  Dispensing  experience.  "  Chemistry," 
48  Kingsdown  Road,  Upper  Holloway,  N. 

T> RANCH  Manager  or  Assistant;  outdoors;  40;  qualified.  Burton, 
_D  241  Stockport  Road,  Manchester. 

A  SSISTANT  or  Manager;  qualified;  30;  experienced;  reliable: 
A  "  Adora  "  (60/24),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

T  OCUM-TENENS  ;  qualified  ;  disengaged.    Letters  or  telgrams, 
±J     "  Chemicus,"  64  Warren  Road,  Leyton. 

It  XAN3.GER ;      qualified;      disengaged;      all-round  experience. 
IVx   "  M.,"  118  Lowden  Road,  Heme  Hill,  S.E. 

O  ENIOR  Counterman  or  Branch  Manager  ;  expert  Salesman  ;  up- 
O    to-date ;    tall ;    good  appearance ;    highest  references.     "  De- 
veloper," 3  Dalton  Villas,  Mill  Hill  Grove,  Acton. 

T3RANCH  Manager ;  aged  44 ;   married ;  25  years'  experience ; 
X>  qualified;  Prescriber,  knowledge  of  Herbal  remedies;  good  re- 
ferences ;  Eastern  Counties  preferred.    Flower,  Spalding. 

/^ITY  or  West-end;  qualified;  26;  first-class  West-end  and  Con- 
tinental  experience;  fluent  French;  outdoors;  Partnership  or 
succession  considered.   "  Sodium     (62/38)  Office  of  this  Paper. 

T  ONDON  ;  Dispenser;  Extractor;  abstainer;  disengaged;  33.  State 
JLi     salary  (outdoors),  G.  Charles,  Treherbert. 

TUNIOR  Assistant  desires  situation  ;  at  liberty  now ;  moderate 
«J     salary.    Apply,  60/12,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

/"QUALIFIED  ;    53 ;   disengaged ;    experienced ;   Manager,  Branoh 
\J,    or  otherwise ;    in  or  out ;    good  Prescriber,  etc. ;  moderate 
salary.   "  Chemist  and  Dentist,"  364  Ivydale  Road,  Nunhead,  S.E. 

TUNIOR  ;   23  ;   unqualified  ;  part  or  full  time  ;   in  or  out  doors ; 
%)     experienced  Dispenser ;    energetic ;    life  abstainer ;  moderate 
salary;    London  or  neighbourhood  preferred.    62/40,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

A  SSISTANT ;  28 ;  good  experience ;  3  years  last  situation ;  ex- 
A  cellent  reference.  60/4,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  SSISTANT ;   24 ;   unqualified ;   7  years'   experience.  Address, 
J\.  "  Phenol,"  90  Alma  Road,  Sheerness-on-Sea. 

TITANAGER;  Branoh;  aged  34;  height  5  ft.  10  in. ;  smart,  up-to- 
1V1  date;  excellent  references;  first-class  experience  (medallist). 
"  Statini,"  c/o  Letter  Exchange,  156  Whiteladies  Road,  Clifton, 
Bristol. 

T  OCUM  ;  Branch  Manager;  work  up  neglected  business;  qualified"; 
JLi  good  references.   Morgan,  Chemist,  Hereford. 

A  DVERTISER    requires    situation    (immediately)    as  Branch 
•ti  Manager;    qualified;   34;    excellent   references:   well  recom- 
mended ;    Dispenser,    Prescriber.     "  Statim,"    208    Queen's  Road, 
Norwich. 

T  OCTJM  ;  qualified;  experienced:  excellent  references;  disengaged 
JU   "  Caius,"  8  Sedlescombe  Road,  Fulham,  S.W. 

fpEMPORART   or   permanent;   Retail   or   Surgeon's;  moderate 
X    terms.   "  W.,"  11  Bonar  Road,  Peckham,  S.E. 

~AT  ANAGER  ;  qualified  ;  disengaged  January  1 ;  16  years'  experience, 
IVX   high-class  Stores  and  private  Chemists  ;   hard  worker ;  know- 
ledge of  all  branches  and  thoroughly  up-to-date;  a°"ed  32*  married 
"  Statim,"  32  Merrick  Square,  Borough,  S.E. 

A  SSISTANT;    32;    unqualified;    experienced,  reliable;    town  or 
JX  country.   "  Salol  "  (62/39),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

OO  .  Part-time;  1st  March;  near  Chancery  Lane  preferred*  good 
^i€>  J  experience.    "  Ferrum  "  (59/20),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

WHOLESALE. 

-X* WEEK;  outdoors;  West-end  experience;  disengaged;  unquali- 
<Jm/±J    fied;  single;  29.  "  Photog.,"  197  St.  James's  Road,  Croydon. 

rpRAVELLER;  salary  or  commission  ;  young,  energetic ;  excellent 
X    references;   Wholesale  and  Retail  experience.    63/1,  Office  of 
this  Paper. 

TVTANAGER;  qualified;  Locum  or  permanency;  good  experience 
-LTX  and  references ;  moderate  salary.  "  P.,"  81  Ledbury  Road,  W. 

■REPRESENTATIVE;  Drug  firm ;  qualified;  27;  tall;  10  years" 
Xt    Retail  experience.    Testimonials  and  particulars,  62/37,  Offic* 
of  this  Paper. 

A  DVERTISER  (21)  wants  position  of  trust  in  Wet  or  Dry  Room ; 
XI.    6  years'  Wholesale  and  Retail  experience.    Eaton,  "  Clare- 
mont,"  Marchant  Road,  Wolverhampton. 

TvRUGGISTS'  Sundries.— Advertiser  (aged  37),  10  years'  experience 
XJ    as  Buyer  and  Manager,  Brushes,  Perfumery,  and  Fancy  goods, 
desires  responsible  post;   highest  references.    63/10,  Office  of  thi» 
Paper. 

OOUTH  OF  FRANCE.— Pharmaceutical  Chemist  and  F.S.M.O., 
kJ  contemplating  immediate  business  trip  to  the  Riviera,  would 
take  out  Light  Samples  and  represent,  on  commission,  anv  good 
Chemical,  Optical,  or  Scientific  house ;   advertiser  is  good  "French 
linguist  and  well  acquainted  with  the  ground.   Apply  to  "  F  I  O  " 
1  (59/25),  Office  of  this  Paper.  3 

"jl/TANAGER   or   Assistant;    highest  experience;    Optician,  Ex- 
JJX  tractor  ;  disengaged,    f  Prescriber,"  33  Glenpark  Road,  Forest 
•Gate. 

~Ty  EST  or  Midlands  ;  Manager  or  Senior ;  28}  ;  high-class  all-round 
PapereXPerlenCe '  abstainer;  Permanency.       59/27,  Office  of  this 

TI/TANAGER;   qualified;   Photography;   permanency;   38;  state 
ikner       y;  outdoor3  Preferred;  disengaged.    59/30,  Office  of  this 

Q^k^^L-^i  e*Perienced :  Prescriber,  Extractor;  capable  of 
ttU  P?pe£?        S  '           01  countr-v-    "Knei"  (20/15),  Office  of 
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Colleac  IRotes. 


London  College. — The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  at  the  Venetian  Chamber,  Holborn 
Restaurant,  on  Wednesday,  January  16,  1907.  at  seven  o'clock. 

West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy. — On  Wednesday, 
December  17.  the  second  annual  smoking-concert  was  held 
in  White  Smith's,  Glasford  Street.  There  was  an  excellent 
turn-out  of  the  students  and  their  friends.  Messrs.  McNab, 
Dickson,  McNicol,  Wylie  Dick,  McKenzie,  and  others  con- 
tributed to  the  evening's  harmony.  The  toast  of  "  The 
College  "  was  ably  proposed  by  Mr.  David  McNicol,  which 
Mr.  Burrie,.  the  principal,  acknowledged. 

Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy. — On  Friday.  December  21, 
the  students  of  this  school  accompanied  by  Messrs.  Lothian 
and  Fenton  paid  a  visit  to  the  Gartsherrie  Ironworks,  Coat- 
bridge. The  party  was  conducted  over  the  works  by  the 
chemist,  Mr.  Robertson,  who  gave  a  lucid  and  interesting 
explanation  of  the  smelting  of  the  iron  from  the  various 
ores — viz..  haematite,  clayband,  and  blackband — and  the  re- 
covery of  tar  and  ammonia  from  the  waste  gases.  After 
witnessing  several  castings,  the  chemical-laboratory  was  ex- 
plored. The  party,  having  thanked  Mr.  Robertson,  lunched 
at  the  Commercial  Arms. 

Football. — Westminster  v.  Metropolitan. — This  match  was 
played  on  December  19  at  Wormholt  Farm,  Shepherd's  Bush. 
The  prevailing  fog  caused  considerable  inconvenience  towards 
the  end  of  the  game.  Play  was  even  in  the  first  half,  the 
score  at  the  interval  being  one  goal  each.  However  in  the 
second  half  the  Metropolitans  made  a  big  effort  and  secured 
the  mastery,  the  final  result  being  Metros  five  goals,  of  r;bieh 
Thomas  was  responsible  for  two,  Prince,  Recs,  and  Brooke 
one  each  ;  Westminster  two. 


fUMnor  lErammation  iSyperience. 

In  London. 

After  the  usual  formalities  I  presented  myself  at  Galen  Place, 
Bloomsbury,  at  the  appointed  time.  Dispensing  was  my 
subject  for  the  morning  with  Mr.  Goldby.  My  paper  con- 
sisted of  five  items:  (1)  Suppositories  containing  ung. 
hydrarg.  ;  (2)  hypodermic  injection  of  atropine  sulphate  ; 
(3)  mixture  containing  tinctures  of  sumbul  and  cannabis 
indica  ;  (4)  pills  each  containing  2  grains  of  carbolic  acid  ; 
(5)  make  a  pint  of  mist,  senna,  co.,  B.P.  The  only  trouble  I 
experienced  was  with  the  pills,  which  by  keeping  under 
"  bolus  size "  I  got  rather  softer  than  usual,  causing  the 
varnish  to  dry  too  slowly.  After  lunch  came  qualitative  and 
quantitative  analysis.  The  salt  in  the  first  subject 
proved  to  be  a  mixture  of  potassium  bromide  and  bismuth 
oxychloride.  dry  tests  revealing  the  presence  of  potassium 
and  a  bromide.  I  separated  the  water-soluble  portion,  which 
greatly  facilitated  matters.  At  3.15  I  commenced  my  quanti- 
tative work,  which  was : 

Prepare  500  c.c.  N/9  potassium-bienrom.  solution;  with  this 
standardise  the  given  solution  of  ferrous  ammonium  sulphate, 
and  state  Bow  many  grams  of  ferrous  sulphate  (FeSO.1  are 
contained  in  1  litre  of  the  solution. 

The  practical  work  in  my  case  was  not  beyond  the  average 
work  set,  though  extreme  care  was  called  for  in  the  volu- 
metric. 

I  gave  in  my  papers  to  Dr.  Palmer  Wynne  at  4.40.  I  felt 
satisfied  with  my  practical  work,  a  feeling  which,  as  was 
afterwards  evident,  was  reciprocated  by  the  examiners. 

On  entering  for  the  oral  work,  materia  medica  was  the  first 
subject  allotted  to  me.  In  this  I  had  Mr.  Wright.  He  took 
me  through  about  eighteen  specimens,  including  belladonna- 
root,  the  cinchonas  and  aloes,  guaiacum,  and  gamboge. 

Next,  on  a  map  of  the  worl'd,  I  was  asked  to  show  the 
habitats  of  eight  or  nine  different  drugs.  My  second  subject 
was  botany  with  Mr.  Tansley.  His  first  request  was  that  I 
would  describe  in  detail  a  monocot.  stem  from  a  slide  he  .gave 
me.  Aconite  in  flower  was  given  to  me,  and  on  my  asserting 
it  to  be  of  N.O.  Itanitnculacca:,  my  reasons  were  asked.  This 
I  satisfactorily  answered,  and  next  was  confronted  with  a 
"  small  tree  trunk,"  which  at  first  I  failed  to  identify  until  Mr. 
Tansley  gave  me  a  microscopic  slide  of  like  structure  revealing 
it  to  be  a  "  woody  conifer."  The  foods  of  a  plant  and  their 
elaboration  from  the  elementary  to  the  carbohydrate  stage 
were  next  discussed,  together  with  other  morphological  and 
physiological  features ;  and  then  a  period  of  rest  before  the 
next  subject,  which  was  prescription-reading,  with  Mr.  Finne- 
more.  I  had  one  to  write  in  full  Latin,  and  a  calculation  to 
make,  followed  by  rendering  into  English  six  or  eight  rather 
illegible  scrips.  A  rapid  interrogation  of  doses  closed  the 
subject.  Of  the  two.  remaining  subjects,  chemistry,  with  Mr. 
White,  was  the  next.  After  discussion  of  the  halogen  group, 
their  several  compounds  with  hydrogen  and  with  hydrogen 


and  oxygen,  together  with  their  respective  properties,  organic 
was  hinted  at,  the  expounding  of  the  mysteries  of  methane 
and  higher  paraffinic  hydrocarbons  being  required.  Then 
followed  questions  on  the  several  oxidation  products  of  the 
alcohols,  the  preparation,  manufacture,  and  methods  of  puri- 
fying formaldehyde,  oxalic  acid,  acetone,  chloroform,  and 
ether.  These  questions  finished  chemistry,  and  a  twenty 
minutes'  wait  preceded  my  call  to  pharmacy. 

Of  this  subject  I  had  little  fear,  it  being  rather  a  pet  one  of 
mine.  Mr.  Gulliver  was  my  examiner,  and  though  every 
question  was  a  fair  one  I  was  glad  to  be  able  to  supply  my 
pound  of  flesh,  for  I  had  half  an  hour's  good  questioning  on 
the  B.P.,  touching  nearly  all  its  various  intricacies  and  many 
of  its  idiosyncrasies.  After  being  complimented  on  pharmacy 
I  felt  reassured,  and  this  feeling  was  materially  strengthened 
five  minutes  later  by  the  President's  congratulations. 

(173/52.) 

I  received  notice  to  present  myself  for  examination  on  Sep- 
tember 25  at  9.40.  I  duly  arrived  at  Galen  Place  with  about 
forty  others,  and  after  writing  my  name  and  address  was 
called  to  practical  chemistry.   The  paper  set  me  was  : 

1.  Analyse  the  mixture  No.  11. 

2.  Make  500  c.c.  deoinormal  solution  of  hydrochloric  acid, 
and  determine  how  much  of  it  is  required  to  neutralise  20  c.c. 
of  the  potassium-hydrate  solution  provided. 

I  was  provided  with  sodium  carbonate  and  told  that  tho 
hydrochloric  acid  contains  about  31  per  cent,  of  HC1.  I  had 
to  do  the  qualitative  first,  and  found  the  mixture  to  be 
aluminium  phosphate  and  zinc  sulphate.  I  started  the  volu- 
metric at  11.45,  and  got  it  done  comfortably  in  the  time. 
During  the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  not  interfered  with  in  any 
way,  and  felt  quite  at  home  with  the  work.  In  the  afternoon 
I  went  to  dispensing,  and  had  the  following  paper : 

Py    Magnes.  sulph  gr.  xl. 

Syr.  aurant.  3,1; 

Inf.  rosse  acid,  ad   Jj. 

Ft.  mist.  Mitte  3vi. 
Prepare  4  oz.  ext.  cascara  liq.,  using  the  moistened  powder 
provided. 

R    Calc.  sulphur.    gr.  j. 

Ft.  pil.  t.d.s.    Mitte  xxiv.  Silver. 

Prepare  40  grams  ung.  hydrarg.  iodid.  rub. 

Prepare  six  compound  lead  suppositories. 

The  extract  of  cascara  I  was  unable  to  exhaust  in  the  time, 
but  I  had  finished  all  the  rest  except  the  wrapping-up  of  the 
pills  when  Mr.  Finnemore  came  round  and  looked  at  the 
preparations.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  done  any  percolation 
before,  what  I  had  percolated,  and  what  the  process  is  used  for- 
He  then  asked  me  if  there  is  anything  particular  to  remember 
in  packing  a  percolator,  after  which  he  said  I  might  go.  Tho 
next  day  it  was  a  long  wait  for  the  postman,  but  he  eventually 
came,  and  I  was  told  to  present  myself  on  October  4  for  the 
oral  part  of  tho  examination.  I  arrived  at  10.30  a.m.,  and  was 
first  called  to  pharmacy.  I  was  asked  how  to  prepare  and 
test  distilled  water.  Had  I  ever  made  pulv.  glycyrrh.  co.  ? 
How  is  it  made?  Why  use  precipitated  sulphur?  What 
number  sieve  is  used  ?  I  was  given  a  piece  of  wire  gauze  and 
asked  about  what  mesh  it  was.  I  was  then  taken  on  spt. 
amnion,  aromat.  and  spt.  ether,  nit.,  and  was  shown  a  photo- 
graph of  some  apparatus  and  asked  if  I  identified  any  I 
should  use  in  making  these  two  spirits.  What  is  the  tem- 
perature of  a  water-oven  ?  How  can  it  be  raised  ?  What  is 
glycerin  ?  How  is  it  made  and  purified  ?  What  is  its  speeifio 
o-ravity,  and  how  much  would  20  fluid  ounces  weigh  ?  What 
is  the  strength  of  ext.  ergotse  liq.  and  pil.  saponis  co.  ?  How 
much  opium  is  there  in  10  grains  of  pil.  saponis  co.  ?  1  next 
went  to  botany,  where  I  had  to  recognise  a  dicot  stem  under 
the  microscope,  describe  the  functions  performed  by  each  kind 
of  tissue,  and  the  process  of  feeding  plants.  I  was  then  given 
a  bean  and  asked  to  describe  its  structure,  and  then  had  to  do 
the  same  with  maize.  Is  endosperm  necessary  to  feed  the 
youn»-  embryo  of  the  maize?  AVhat  feeds  the  embryo  of  the 
bean," which  has  no  endosperm?  I  then  went  to  chemistry, 
where  I  was  questioned  about  atoms,  molecules,  atomic 
weights  and  molecular  -weights,  and  the  composition  of  the 
atmosphere.  In  materia  medica  I  had  to  recognise  gelsemmm, 
inula  pyrethrum,  cimicifuga,  taraxacum,  and  give  a  few 
points  about  each.  Lastly,  I  had  prescription-reading  and  a 
long  list  of  doses.  A  few  minutes  after  I  was  called  up  to 
sign  mv  name  and  address,  and  was  congratulated  by  the 
President  on  being  successful.  Semper  Eadem. 

In  Edinburgh. 

It  was  with  mixed  feelings  that  I  found  myself  on  the 
morning  of  September  25  one  of  a  number  of  rising  L»ebiM 
assembled  outside  4  Duke  Street  Lane,  Edinburgh,  eagerly 
discussing  the  chances  and  prospects  of  success  in  the  coming 
encounter.  At  the  appointed  hour  we  were  i^^mwde  »nd 
told  to  enter  our  names  in  a  book,  and  also  the .address  where 
we  wished  the  result  of  the  practical  examination  to  be  sent. 
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After  a  short  wait  wo  were  marshalled  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill, 
one  half  going  to  chemistry,  the  remainder  to  dispensing.  I 
was  with  the  latter  batch,  and  was  handed  the  following 
paper  by  Mr.  Boa : 

1.  Make  a  little  hydrarg.  oleas. 

2.  Make  the  B.P.  quantity  of  injectio  apomorphinse  hypo- 
dermica. 

3.  Hyd.  subchlor.    gr.  ij. 

Pil.  aloes  soc.    gr.  iv. 

Ft.  pil. 

Sig.  :  To  be  taken  at  bedtime.    Mitte  x. 

A.        R   Ammon.  carb.    gr.  v. 

Spt.  chlorof   m.x. 

Inf.  senegas  ad    3SS- 

Sig.  :  Three  times  a  day.    Mitte  5vj. 

5.  Glycerini   3vj. 

Sol.  acid,  boric,  sat  ^iv. 

Ft.  gargar. 
Sig. :  Use  every  hour. 

I  managed  this  lot  all  right,  with  the  exception  of  the 
mercuric  oleate,  which  I  left  to  the  last  and  had  not  time  to 
finish  it,  but  was  complimented  by  Mr.  Boa  on  what  I  had 
done.  This  gave  mo  heart  for  the  afternoon,  when  I  was  given 
a  solution  for  qualitative  analysis,  which  I  found  to  be 
potassium  hydrate  with  traces  of  carbonate  and  chloride. 
The  volumetric  exercise  was  to  find  the  percentage  of  sodium 
bisulphite  in  a  solution,  making  my  own  vol.  solution.  This 
ended  the  first  day's  work. 

I  felt  very  shaky  when  I  again  made  my  appearance  at 
York  Place,  but  my  nervousness  soon  disappeared  when  I  got 
started.  I  was  first  sent  to  Professor  Trail  for  botany,  and  he 
opened  the  ball  by  showing  me  a  specimen  of  butcher's  broom 
and  asked  me  to  tell  him  all  I  knew  about  it,  which  I  did ; 
and  then  he  asked  me  what  other  parts  of  a  plant  took  on  the 
form  and  functions  of  a  leaf.  Next  he  showed  me  a  sunflower. 
What  order  does  it  belong  to  ?  He  asked  me  what  advantage 
it  was  to  the  flower  to  have  neuter  ray-florets.  Were  the  ray- 
florets  always  neuter  ?  Next  I  was  shown  a  labiate  flower 
and  asked  what  other  order  had  a  similar  shaped  corolla. 
Next  I  was  told  to  pick  out  any  plants  I  knew  that  were  on 
the  table.  Among  others  were  lavender,  taxus  baccata,  mint, 
and  hyoscyamus.  I  was  then  transferred  to  Mr.  Boa  for 
pharmacy.  He  asked  me  how  tinct.  cannabis  ind.  and  ext. 
ergot,  liq.  are  made.  The  amount  of  quinine  in  the  tincture 
and  wine.  I  was  then  shown  a  number  of  bottles  containing 
poisons  and  preparations  of  poisons,  and  asked  to  put  them 
in  their  respective  parts  of  the  schedule.  How  should  I  con- 
form with  the  Pharmacy  Act  in  dispensing  hydrocyanic  acid  ? 
What  preparation  did  I  know  of  ecballium  elaterium,  and  how 
much  elaterin  docs  it  contain  ?  Then  I  was  asked  to  describe 
the  process  of  maceration  and  peixolation.  Next,  with  the 
B.P.  in  front  of  me,  I  was  asked  to  explain  the  processes  of 
making  magnesii  sulphas  effcrvescens,  hydrargyri  oleas,  and 
linimentum  potassii  lodidi.  Why  add  oleic  acid  in  making 
hydrargyri  oleas  ?  What  would  happen  if  any  alkalinity  were 
left  in  the  soap  ?  After  the  customary  rest  ( ?)  I  had  prescrip- 
tion-reading. I  did  not  find  much  difficulty  in  writing  out 
the  English  prescription  into  full  Latin.  I  was  then  asked  to 
read  a  few  Latin  prescriptions,  and  found  one  or  two  very 
illegible.  Next  I  was  asked  about  thirty  doses  and  how  much 
opium  there  is  in  pulvis  ipecacuanhce  compositus ;  how  much 
morphine  in  a  15-grain  dose.  After  another  wait  I  passed 
on  to  chemistry  with  Dr.  •Coull.  He  showed  me  a  bottle  con- 
taining iron  alum,  and  asked  how  I  would  distinguish  it  from 
manganese  sulphate  in  the  shop  by  simple  tests.  How  is 
manganese  found  in  nature  ?  How  would  I  prepare 
potassium  permanganate  ?  Dr.  Coull  then  showed  me  a  bottle 
containing  a  green  salt,  but  I  could  not  name  it.  Eventually 
I  was  told  it  was  copper  acetate.  How  is  it  made  ?  What  is 
its  common  name  ?  Still  another  bottle,  this  time  realgar. 
What  is  its  formula,  and  also  the  formula  and  name  of  the 
other  sulphide  of  arsenic?  How  can  metallic  arsenic 
be  made  from  them  ?  Next,  what  is  phenol  ?  Give  its  for- 
mula, and  also  that  of  benzoic  and  salicylic  acids  ;  how  do  they 
differ  ?    Give  throe  methods  of  making  benzoic  acid. 

I  then  came  to  materia  medica,  and  recognised  about  thirty 
specimens,  including  belladonna-leaves,  hyoscyamus-leaves, 
digitalis-leaves  (shown  twice),  coca-leaves,  a  very  bad  specimen 
of  belladonna-root,  socotrine  aloes,  both  krameria  roots, 
ipecacuanha-root,  guaiacum  resin,  benzoin,  and  hops.  I  had 
to  give  source,  habitats,  and  order  in  each  case,  and  per- 
centage of  active  ingredients  in  belladonna,  digitalis,  and 
ipecacuanha,  and  the  percentage  of  the  alkaloids  in  liquid 
extract  of  ipecacuanha.  I  was  told  I  had  done  very  well, 
and  could  return  to  my  seat.  I  had  to  wait  a  few  minutes, 
and  then  Mr.  Dott  informed  me  I  was  qualified.  Mr.  Hill 
asked  me  for  my  name  and  address,  and  said  that  my  certifi- 
cate would  be  ready  in  about  an  hour.  I  spent  the  time 
wondering  every  five  minutes  when  I  should  wake  up,  not 
being  able  to  realise,  even  for  a  long  time  after  getting  the 
certificate,  my  good  fortune.  (173/67.) 


Colonial  ano  jforelan  mem 


The  Demerara  Government  Bacteriologist,  Dr.  Wise, 
has  been  examining  some  of  the  milk-supplies  of  Georgetown. 
Out  of  fifteen  samples  examined,  only  three  approached  the 
English  standard  of  purity,  25  per  cent,  containing  the  tuber- 
culosis bacillus.  Dr.  Wise  reports:  "I  regard  the  milk 
supplied  to  this  city  as  something  little  short  of  sewage." 

Phosphorus  Matches  in  Germany. — The  law  passed  in 
May  1903  forbidding  the  manufacture  in  Germany  of 
matches  made  of  white  or  yellow  phosphorus  comes  into 
operation  on  January  1,  1907.  The  importation  of  such 
matches  is  also  prohibited.  In  anticipation  of  the  law 
various  inventors  have  devised  ignition-materials  free  from 
phosphorus,  and  the  Government  has  placed  the  recipe  for 
one  such  material  at  the  disposal  of  match-makers. 

Denatured  Alcohol  in  Uruguay. — The  British  Legation 
at  Montevideo  reports  that  a  message  has  been  sent  to  the 
Uruguayan  Chambers  by  the  Executive  recommending 
the  adoption  of  measures  for  developing  and  regulating  the 
production  of  denatured  alcohol.  The  idea  is  to  relieve 
the  new  product  from  all  internal  tax,  and  to  admit  duty- 
free all  lighting  or  heating  apparatus,  as  well  as  machines 
(including  motors)  exclusively  using  denatured  alcohol. 

Getting  Generous. — Hitherto  the  technical  staff  (engi- 
neers, chemists,  foremen,  etc.)  employed  in  chemical-works 
in  Germany  have  been  debarred  by  agreement  with  their 
employers,  and  also  under  one  of  the  sections  of  the  trade 
regulations,  from  entering  the  service  of  a  competitive 
works  within  a  fixed  period,  which  might  be  three  or  more 
years.  The  Council  of  the  Association  for  the  Protection 
of  the  Interests  of  Chemical  Industry  in  Germany  have  now 
unanimously  resolved,  however,  that  under  all  circumstances 
the  technical  official,  during  the  period  of  the  limitation 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  agreement,  should  continue  to 
be  paid  the  last  fixed  salary  he  received  or  at  least  com- 
pensation, according  to  his  position  in  life.  Formerly 
little  or  no  compensation  was  granted. 

Cyprus  Sponge-fishing. — The  Cyprus  Agricultural 
Board  has  continued  during  1905-6  to  carry  out  important 
work  in  connection  with  the  development  of  the  sponge- 
fishery.  This  work  was  begun  in  1904,  when  the  Board  was 
given  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  for  sponges  in  Cyprus 
waters  on  payment  into  the  Island  Treasury  of  10  per  cent, 
of  the  takings,  or  367/.  per  annum,  whichever  was  the 
higher  sum.  LTnder  the  wise  management  of  the  Board 
the  sponge-beds  are  being  carefully  nursed,  a  con- 
siderable local  industry  is  being  developed,  and  an  increas- 
ing revenue  is  being  assured.  The  exports  of  sponges  in 
1905  were  2,017  okes,  valued  at  3,774/.,  against  429  okes 
(971/.)  in  1904,  being  an  increase  in  value  of  2,803/. 

Trade  in  Ueskub. — A  German  Consular  report  from 
Ueskiib,  Turkey,  on  the  trade  in  drugs  and  medicines  in 
1905  states  that  the  consumption  has  become  considerable, 
and  that  trade  is  developing.  There  are  eight  pharmacies  in 
Ueskub,  all  doing  a  fairly  good  business,  and  at  all  the  chief 
places  in  Kaza  there  are  at  least  municipal  pharmacies,  and 
m  some  cases  a  privately  owned  pharmacy.  The  demand 
for  medicines  in  Ueskub  alone  is  estimated  at  60,0C0k.  The 
chief  articles  imported  are  iodoform  from  Germany;  Austro- 
Hungary,  and  France;  iodides  and  bromides  from  Germany 
and  Austro-Hungary;  glycerin  from  Germany;  and  castor 
oil  from  England,  Germany,  and  Austro-Hungary.  A  good 
deal  of  quinine  sulphate  is  sold  on  account  of  malarial  fever  ; 
it  comes  mainly  from  France,  Germany,  England,  and  Italy. 
Various  extracts  (cinchona,  belladonna,  etc.)  are  obtained 
from  Germany.  The  consumption  of  mineral  waters  is 
greatly  increasing,  bitter  water  taking  the  first  place ;  Giess- 
hubler,  Carlsbad,  Vichy,  and  a  few  other  French  brands 
being  already  more  or  less  known.  Most  of  the  pharmacists 
are  also  dealers  in  heavy  chemicals,  such  as  sulphuric  acid 
from  Austro-Hungary,  Germany,  and  France ;  sulphur  from 
Italy ;  soda  from  England  and  Germany  ;  alum  from  Austro- 
Hungary  ;  and  sal  ammoniac  from  England.  Photographic 
chemicals  are  likewise  having  an  increasing  sale.  Up  till  now 
the  demand  has  been  covered  chiefly  in  Salonica,  where  there 
is  keen  competition  and  considerable  adulteration  in  the 
articles  sold;  and  the  attention  of  German  manufacturers  is 
directed  to  the  potentialities  of  this  market. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

TM.rO.tilA.Nr  NOllCL  1U  CtLLHlolb  about  opening  new  Pre- 
JL  mises. — We  have  positively  the  largest  and  finest  Stock  of  Second- 
hand Fittings  for  sale  at  Unheard-of  Prices ;  drawings  and  full  par- 
ticulars on  application ;  inspection  invited ;  shops  fitted  completely  - 
Rudduck  &  Co.,  Shop-fitters,  262  Old  Street,  London. 

SIGHT-TESTING 

Thoroughly  taught  by  post  by  Practising  Qualified  Optician.  No 
point  overlooked  ;  everything  taught  that  will  enable  you  to  remedy 
defective  vision,  and  help  you  to  qualify  by  examination.  Fee  Two 
Guineas  ;  thorough  tuition  guaranteed    Particulars  from 

S\                                  .  Practising 

\.       ^^vaW."  bloxwich! 

TITcADAM  &  TUCKNISS,  Share  Dealers,  30  Tranquil  Vale,  Black- 
IVA           heath,  London,  S.E.    Telephone  81  Lee  Green. 

Shares  for  Sale  (free  of  commission  subject). — 10  Benger's  Prefer- 
ence, £5  6s.  bd. ;  258  Oamwal  Ordinary,  6s.  4id.  xd. ;  5  Camwal  Pre- 
ference, 14s.  xd. ;  20  Raphael  Tuck  Ordinary,  27s.  bd. ;  165  Idris  "  A  " 
Ordinary,  28s.  xd. ;  70  Idris  "  A  "  Preference,  21s.  bd.  xd. 

Shares  Wanted  (subject). —  4  Idris  Debentures,  20  Bleasdales. 

List  of  Shares  for  Sale  and  Wanted  sent  free  on  application. 
Bankers,  London  and  County.    Established  1898. 

T71LECTRO-SILVER  PLATING. — Please  write  for  Price-List;  onr 
JCi   plating  invariably  gives  long  service  and  much  satisfaction  ;. 
prompt  return  of  all  work  entrusted  to  us ;  free  collection  and  deli- 
very by  our  vans  in  London  and  Suburbs  ;  carriage  paid  one  way  on 
country  orders.    Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  PLATING  DEPT.,  35-43  King's- 
Road,  St.  Pancras,  London,  N.W. 

Who  fits  up  Plant  for  Manufacturing  •  • 

FORMIC  ACID 

according  to  latest  process  ?     Eventual  situation. 

Apply  to  F.  R.  546,  HAASENSTEIN  &  V0CLER,  A.-&,, 
MAGDEBURG  (GERMANY). 

/CHEMISTS'      SHOP-FITTINGS      (SECOND-HAND). — Ranges 
\J  mahogany  drawers,  with  bevelled-edge  glass  labels  and  cut-glass 
knobs,  shelving  above,  lockers  below ;  mahogany  dispensing-screens, 
oonnters  with  glass-case  fronts,  wall-cases,  bent-front  and  flat-top 
oounter-cases,   counter-desks,   tooth-brush   cases,   complete  shop- 
rounds,  etc. ;  every  requisite  for  Chemists ;  extensive  stock  to  select 
from  at  extremely  low  prices ;  practical  men  sent  to  all  parts ; 
illustrated  catalogues  and  estimates  free.  MATTHEWS,  CHEMISTS' 
FITTER,  14  and  16  MANCHESTER  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 

"PROPRIETARY  ARTICLE  WANTED. — Advertiser  is  open  to- 
XT    purchase,  immediately,  Food  Product  or  Proprietary  article 
suitable  for  Grocery  trade ;  permanent  position  could  be  found  for 
owner.    Address  (in  confidence),  Johnson  Cornish,  67  Farringdon 
Road,  London,  E.C. 

A    GOOD  GIFT. — A  nice  New  Tear's  or  Birthday  present  for  a 
il    Chemist  and  Druggist,  or  apprentice  or  assistant  to  one,  ii  a 
oopy  of  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  or  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
bound  in  half-morocco.   The  first-named,  thus  bound,  is  8«.  bd.,  and 
the  seoond  12s.  bd.  (with  bd.  extra  for  postage),  both  being  obtained' 
from  The  Publisher,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

QHOP-FITTINGS.     SECOND-HAND   FIXTURES. — Chemists  re- 
O  quiring  additional  fittings  or  opening  new  premises  would  find 
it  to  their  advantage  to  write  us  for  particulars  and  photographs  ; 
we  have  a  large  assortment  of  second-hand  fittings  at  rock-bottom 
prioes.     WALTER  KNOWLES  &  CO.,  83  VICTORIA  STREET, 
LIVERPOOL. 

"DEAR  SIR, 

TT7ALL  Drug-fixture. — Second-hand  12-ft.  run  of  mahogany-fronted 
VV    drug-drawers,   glass   labels   and   knobs,   plate-glass  mirror 
poison  cupboard,  lockers,  shelves,  and  pilasters ;  excellent  condition  ; 
price  £10  10s. ;  12-ft.  mahogany-top  oounter,  with  panelled  basswood 
front,  £4  4s. ;  6-ft.  mahogany  wall-case,  8  ft.  6  in.  high,  £7  10s. ;  5-ft. 
mahogany  best  plate-glass  counter-case,  mahogany  display  and 
serving  shelves,  and  velvet  trays,  90s. ;   mahogany  plate-glass  per- 
fumery case,  plate  mirror  back,  and  mahogany  writing  desk,  55s. 
Philip  Josephs  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  93  Old  Street,  Goswell  Road,  London,  E.O. 

Pleased  to  say  I  have  had  a  splendid  week ;  businesa 
has  been  immense."  Above  is  opening'  paragraph  from, 
a  client  whose  business  has  increased  more  than  £10 
a  week  since  he  joined  my  list  (now  nearly  200)  of 
Chemists  who  follow  my  Business  Increasing'  Notions. 
Write  now  for  particulars  and  start  the  New  Year  Right. 

VWVOdl&tf £CLCSI  ,  WEST  BROMWICH, 

Exchange  Column— Bargains, 

TERMS. 

One  halfpenny  per  word  with  name  and  address.    One  penny  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 

No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

"  NOSTRUMS,"  a  pamphlet  giving  the  composition  of  all  promi- 
nently advertised  patent  medicines  of  every  description;  Id. 
post  free.   H.  Marx,  Bain  Square,  Dundee. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

STOCK  of  patent  medicines  to  dispose  of  cheap.  List  sent  on  appli- 
cation to  T.  Gordox-Thoiipsox.  Kendal. 

OTERSTOCKED. — Chlorodyne,  splendid  article,  post  free  2s.  lb., 
what  offers  20  lb.?  also  6  large  Scott's  emulsion.  "  Pharmaceu- 
tical Chemist,"  1  Westgate,  Cleckheaton. 

SHARES. 

SHARES  for  sale.   See  above: 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

SIX  doz.  boxes  genuine  pessaries,  Rendell  6hape,  4  grains  quinine- 
each,  3s.  9d.  doz.   63/14,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

SECOND-HAND  effervescent  soda-water  machine,  by  Bratby  & 
Hinchliffe  (Fig.  1  in  catalogue),  with  syphon-filler,  turnover, 
and  all  fittings,  including  3  (50  lb.)  gas-tubes  for  liquefied  oar- 
bonio  acid  gas;  to  produce  30  doz.  bottles  per  hour;  in  good 
oondition ;  price  £15.  Severs  &  Bateson,  Kendal. 


WANTED. 

40-OZ.  plain,  glass-capped  oil  bottles,  4-lb.  ointment  jars.  Offers  to 
Dr.  Hogarth,  Erving  Terrace,  Morecambe. 

MINOR  books,  chemists'  books,  for  cash  or  exchange.  Gower,  Book- 
seller, Waterloo,  Liverpool. 

SMALL  Stone  Mill  to  grind  spices ;  must  be  cheap ;  send  full  parti- 
culars and  lowest  price.  Apply,  236/28,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


Piinted  by  Spi/itlswoode  i  Co.  Ltd.,  New  Btreet  Square,  and  Published  at  the  Office,  42  Cannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  London.— Dec.  29, 1906. 


